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PfU-FACE 

TlKt nLttkrrtflltTftjii ur the VVhe«l Plag of fmUa is the ayniltol of her 
civilisation ns evolved tlirougii rlio ages. Th# wiiote Imliftii (icoptc Imve taki'ii 
part in the emergence of the Chnhiv a perfect, token of tiheir ideals anil life. 
The present thesis explaiits the meaning of Chnl’m in tho context of J ndian Cultu re- 
The material b taken from BToIrnmnieiih Hnddhisr and Jainn literaiiirc, religion, 
art am) idiitosophy. It lins heen .shown f list the worship of the (Vmkttj os repre¬ 
senting the supreme idejils liadcrlvihg r^he I'osinic niiiiiifestatioii on the one Intiid 
nnd of the indiviilt>iil life on the ot her luis Keuni a part of Indinii trutlttioii from rJin 
most ancient times. It Is hy dlvinp providence Hmt the Chukrtt has been accepted 
JiKthe Flag of Modem India, ns if Han ondor the Indian ahv. luni living on the 
Indinii fioU ia to work out his destiny in ni corrlancc with the idi^ale symbolised, 
bv the (JtuiLru. 

I- 

The (J<»ftraos IB known n» Bmhmtiiulfi-Phaha ; the World Order as Sdihmra- 
Chikra; llitman Life as ; the lUlS of men's iictione ns A'nrmu- 

CJujkra ; the Revolving Wheel of Timi' os Kiita-Ckukra t the Moral Order wLicii 
governs the univetad and this imliviiiuiil orditiFinrea ml J/knitia-^Cftnkfa, The 
C%ikra stands for the Perfect Cycle of Life which is of om-e beuutifiil ami lUCcs- 
flible Ui jiH. itni] therefore iultcd *Sffrfrtri?avnr-(7faj(rfr, t in' Wheel of the OiviiiL' 
iVesijrver of world and life, Bluigavau Vbliiju. Tim Ihi'iiie is Tratiuiviident 
Creator init His imnumenti preatnice ln'cornei mnnirest as rhu dynaiuic ('hnkrtt 
or Rovolving WhesL 

The (Vitiirtf Ima u two-fnld aspect, vi^.. tin- ci-utie and the ciTPUiiircronce. 
There is rest at the centre mid movement in the circuRi fere nee, unity in the centra 
and Jivoraity in the dtcuinCertmce. Tlic conniiele Cftakm preseitto a syiithesiB 
or harmony between the two. There is uu bettor symbol than the Wlmoi. show ing 
the law of iitiitv in rliveraity, 7'he Implies nii uggrogation of spokes, all 

of which t^umnntie Ctoiu a comnom scnirmF luuj rapreamii «t* many points on 
the pefiphrty of the wlwt'l. In tht’ iiifliiii) tradition wliieh begun from thn 
Iligvedit the CAftkra may have any rinmhcr of Hpokes froni one to ono 
ihouRftnd. iLitheinaticully the spokes demonstrate the prindplr of divcinitv 

as Out;, Two, Three..liitiiiity exemptlficti in manift?Htation. I'hirli spolrc b 

like U geoinolry of life or creativity, and it lends to lunttm) imderHUmding to 
recognise that the Wheel of iiunmu Life is comprised of a thousand spoke®, tSo- 
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A asTfira • Chftkrtt . M ^ ta p] i y»if JiH y h u tn r* 11 spsec ti nr au ni I otal idMia ta * itf»i giia t ed 
as ’riioiisand-syilablod, Stikuifnik^hfiTn V/tk i^ also the dynamism of Life liaa 
ft thousand spokes. Tiie Biidiiliiata eonfieivoti of the ideal lihttrmd^Chakrn hs 
having a thousam] ^Kikea wldolv b mi in motion tlmiuglrloog aeons of time hv 
innumerable BuddhaSt Arttfds and Tathd^tav, In the words uf ihs Itigvisda 
the Ageleas Wheel revolves round the heaven of cosmic order (mnyirfV chukrarh 
jutri difdmritAfiya, KY. l.iO-l.U). Vedle pytusophy voncoiveft of the ooemus^ 
loan s life. sof;iety and all patterns of activity in turms of t he Itevolvlug Whorl of 
which the iindicrlymg jwi:ret is tUijllirtt atid Activity 

Thr essentia) feiitnre of the Chfikrfi is vycUr niov'craciit iti/iti) in v thvtlirjiH' 
order which hringn witlj it greiit hlessiojfs and hajtpiotj-*; for e^iinipln, 
the oyole of six aeawjiia prejicnta u idianning poetry of 

tUiiverK, plants, ringing hirda and many other hnnnomea. Tho tiUex of the soil 
wititessuB the miraole uf Lhu. Wlieul in the spcotiting of the sued and then its 
hiirntin" into flownt^and ftnitioii. Boyhood, youth ajui ago depend on Uit poteij- 
ry of t-hu Chakra, unfolding in each life. Thus tho riicHidrig of the Chukrti a 
universal appea]. Ji stands for the dupramc Litw of thy eoainos and human 
life. 

The Wiieei on lijv Flag law hettn julopted from the four wheels tiarved uu 
the round driiiit of the SSrnath Lion Bil!ar. ft is a great iiionunient erected by 
Emperor Aaoka und in [Voiiit of its aiuniiiratit syinljoUsm it is noaurpiissod in tho 
wtiohi range of Indian aft. Tlu' riilar ronsiatA ul’ iiw votiijwnvnit parts, viz., 
the shaft, tho full vfUi*' (.PfZr^-A'u?J*AAo) with its I'oliage. round nhacue or di nm 
carved with four w he el. i and four aninialni four aihbuaisi liuos and » big />Aornui- 
Vhtskrtt on the top. The smaller Ufnirttift Ciutkm adopted for the National 
F'ltig is but one part of the ej'mbolfcivi plan of the Inoii Capitiil. 

It is obvious that much thought liad gone into Ua innkiiig. Tliift 
monogmph aiiUK at the discoTory of the meaning of all the five parts of the 
«Sarnulh Lion Capital. Much new material has boeii brnught together for Us 
interpretation from Vedie, Buddhist and Jaina eourceii. U has Inwii ^'learly shown 
that the Lion Capital topped by the />A(Trju«-C/j:flitrcT is not a sectarian concept 
but wras the fruit of a nnmber of teligioin*, pliiWophic andeult niotirs, which 
rRceived universal approval for thotmands of years in the accumulated tradition 
of the Indian people- It is on t-liis solid basis discovered here, for tho first time 
in ft convinciug tnunuei that our lUiiierstanding of the Chakra-dhvaja Flag of 
India should he based. 
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lu short, the aevt'fji] preponitioim rAtabltalicii iu tUc present thephi arc 
follows E 

(1) Tho Pillar rai>reBont« the Mm«lh the Cosmic Support, r»wng 

from its roiTiidstioiis in the oartU. suppoartiug the fourfolti patterns 
of ebsmie and individual manifestation and roacliliig ita unified source 
in the topnioat Wheel of Law, It i* now evident that the Vedie 
idea of ShafiiWia ^Pillar) and of (the Satrificial Stake) with 

their profound and majiy-eided significance, were exemplified iti the 
free-standing pilUrp of ancient India, 

(2) Tho first decorative clement of the Lion Ga}iitfil can by no means 
bo interpreted os fudo-PcTsepolitft'n Kell. Tt iii in every respect 
the Filfjifa^flhafn motif of ftiicient Indian art nnd roUgigii, overflowing 
with luxuriant lotus petals. 

(3) Tho oatvlnc on tho round drum of four whisela and four animals in 
in no wu)* paroi Jiial but covcm a very wide range both in tiiitp and 
isjiaoe. It has been shown for the fnrt t-inie that they illsutTate a 
metaplivsical idea of world creation conceived os central Mount Men', 
or I.jike MiimLaarovftTa, or Aitatwia/it/t Like, or the centrnl throne 
in the palace of a GJhriraiwrtfn. each of them posscaaing the glory of 
four-fold ramifn ations Ibllowing the four repiuus of Hi>ace, The 
evidence abtnJt the belief in the essociation of the four great animals 
with the four quarters of spare is quite aurpriaing and comprclicnaivp 
collectud from more ilmn fifty texts and sources apread over the Inst 
five thoiisiiBifl years and from »mdi diftereTit. parts of the world ,'ia 
India, Ceylon, 'ibirtnn, Siam, C'ninlHKlia. Tslud, fttf,Tt U a wide canvas 
both in time and spaco and is to he greeted aa proof not only of the 
antiiiuity of the tnoliloti the dtiun but. ftlsrt of its pemstenf contimiity. 

(4) Tiio four lions abovo ihe almcus facing in four directionsaTC a continua¬ 

tion of the tetrudic scheme followed in tlm conception of the Capital. 
They roprchcjit the temporal power of a rnJer in his doiiiJ- 

niorw upto tho cuds of lLo earth in the four cardinul points. TJidr 
Iticiining is explained in the SiMtiitadit L'hdkr^imrrt SvUmtid text 
<>r tllB IfUiiiilllrit 

{5) Tho .-farimi h I'illar is the best example- of the coiubiiiatnon of the 
Chdhticartl and the ideah. Thiia tlie Dhartm^CHlra on thr 
top ■>! the Pillar and mv the heails of tho four lious signified th« tcU- 
gioiisanit tuetu|i[iysi«Ll ideate of a Togri or supreme teaiilisr of Ijiw, 
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In tliia WHV a Aystetnadu and com^Tolijcnmre analyaia all olemeivta of 
tW flSrnath Piilar Capitui has haon attemplujd Wg, It is hoped that it will 
rwinsiTi » source book for tbe study of the meaning and idoaln of the Chakra- 
dhmja. the Wlieel T^agof Indui, It may he noted that the original big wheel, 
Mahil-Chakrt^, placail on the fleads of the lions was hroban in an accident 
that c^’ortook tiie Capital and therefore was not avtiilablt to rownstroot a 
comptete picture of til) the egmpon a nr pans of the Pillar. It won under these 
circiicostances that one of the whe^eU on the drum was adopted aa the aymbol 
of the Katiouxl Fbg, )>ut the fact romaiiis that in ancient time« the 
Chakra-dhvaja derlvifil its name after the lug wheel on thetop for which the 
riJUr together with its several parts was installed. 

There ja a little histon* ahoirt the evolution of the Flag in India, In the 
Vedtt» the Flag wiu* known as A'du ami the gods moving in formaUou with 
Indra as their lefuler were dRScribed as Kelamuuta^ .* 

Udgharahantath inaghavan vitjitiaiiviid vlntimth jayatiimrUii ghoslialt/ 
Prithag ghoshii uTiilayRh ketunnintu iidlmtedJ. devil Indmiyeshtha ,\iarutO 
yantu senaya. 

'‘Let their tVercfl powers^ 0 Maghitvan^ be heightened, and upward go 
tiie shout of con{jneriog heroes. Apart and nlcor; let shout and roar and shriek 
and lamentation rise ! 

Let the gods led by Imlra, let the ^loruts with our army go.*’ (AV. 

In the Mnhribh3rata the prirK'ijsd leadcis of anuics have their own Fhigfl 
{Ketus) as indit^ted in thi.t work. The tinpta enipurora who re •established 
the national role after tihrcc t;i!iiLiiTitis of foreign cHtrupationi felt the necr-asity 
of having a National Flag and since they were devoteos of Phagavun Vishnu 
they adopted (kintda-flhvaja as the State Flag that was in keeping with their 
Pant ma-ShdgaxfiUi denotuiuation. 

In medicrai limes the tulers always had distinctive Flags, and we are 
indebted to Alud F*i«] for a flcacription of the Royal Flags under Akbar. Wo 
read ofSivaji IiHving miopted Bh/^gatnl Jh^dit as his I*lag. After the Marat ha 
power the [iritisL broiipht tJioir own Rag which remained in vogue for about 
two centuries. 

WTjcii mitipnuj leaders in India were fired wii,h the spirit of reawerting 
country’s indcpemlcnce ami organising national forces they naturally felt the 
need of a National Rag. It was on August 7,1000 that the first new National 
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Flat: of Inilw unfurWii m Gmfnpflrt, Diloiittii, It wus a Hug m red, yellow 
#ui<| green colour- Oit the rM rectatiguLir strip were eight aigne of wn eight-peU' 
Ih.'d lotuR j on the yellow was written *V«ri(/e MilUirunt’ in nevanfigot! *icript; 
on the green on one side wns a polo with theft'in oymhol hy ita aide and on the 
other eTe^;<int moon with « star. Xhe Pole abo wa» (conceived in red. bbek 
and white portions, 

A simthir Flag was Uoisfod in l!»n7 liy ]ilrs. Kamiwand othor exiled political 
workers in Taria with the dilTevence that on the red strip iliere was only one 
(!ight-i>eUlU'*I lottia nnd seven stars, representing tin- Xifxhi» or the Uieut 

Hear typionl of the f^ven VYiiw Sages of India who were the Foimders of her 
oiviliiiatiati. 

At tilh‘ time of the Home Rule Movement, in !li|7, Mrs. Annie Bfsitnt 
and Lokftnijinya Tibik joint!v devised u NVtioiiiii Flag; in k there were lour red 
strips and five pmen Strips with a pole on tlu- top of whith woa ( he l iiion Jack, 
implying that their fleriiiiml for Home Rule was to be malieod within tbff Bt itiali 
Briipireythe people, however, did not take kindly to it, 

111 Iftlil, when ^Tahiri.rnu GaniUii becamo tlm eoimtry's foremost Xfition.il 

rembrJtwas’iuRmentingofthe AlMmib Congreaff Comimtte.i aY Vijayawada 

tbit a Flog was presented by an And bra young man whivU ivns nmde of red and 
grrim strips. Cinmthiji added ii white one and ihna the first Tricolour Flag was 
adopted, In IfiSt. at, tlie Kwrathi f’ongreffs » i'ommittee of aaven was Rppoimed 
to sujEgesl the form of the Xatiomd Flag. ’Hiey suggested the OJmkra on » 
saffron eotoitrod strip, bid what was fim% ftocepted cimsiatcd of a TrUidoiir 
Flag, •wffron almve.white lu rlie middle and green below. On the white jmrt ion 
wa^ printed rl.c sign of the Spinning Wlieid. This continued to tie the 
Xatinmd Flag until hFuIy, )fi47. 

When India won her Independence in hHT. the ipn-stion of the form of 
the Xntioniil Flag i:nine np tieobion. There were many blerts. Finally 

Pandit .Tnwuhurhd Xobiu out of bb intnitiomil ifiright mov^tl ft resoluTion 
iidopting the Xatimml Flag in ito jireffont Cbibtt-dfmjja form, fScc Appendix 
VTIl for the Resolntiou and Pu Nelmi'ft Speecli in the tJonatitneiit Aswriuhly.] 

The Whwl tCiisijni on 1 hr ('lud'rn-dhntjn Flag is, ns wc have shown, linked 
to the long ftitlbn tradition a.** it evolved in her roligion, pldlosapUv. cult- 
worship and nniversal tmpnlar b-liefs. The Wi.eel 1ms twmitydoirr spokes wlildi 
^vmlMdiw^ the uudapUvsU'al basis of losmn- marufe.'Ufttioii or thr mitnra ol tln^ 
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matenal world, the reality of human life. It is comprisctl of the following 
iileinents 

(I) Primordial Pr^krfi^ orTnfinitn Universal Nature in which sH men of 
sctenoe and phiioeophy have their faith, and all creatures have their 
heltig; 

(!>) dfaAot-Ta/rwi. I.e.. Univeraal Intelligence or Swiilhi: 

(3) JAiziUdr^; individual coiuadoiwnesa nr tJiu princlph* of egoislic 

HtitSertiuii which mukeji every imlivklunl wluit ho K with all tho poten- 
dality of his life's cxprc^iJjidTi; 

(i) Mana», Alind as tlie coiirtclouanmiiiineipU- syiitheisiaing U)e sense- 
data i 

(5-0) Five Cogoitivu sense urguiis; (,ftliJHciiii/iij/if) ; 

(l(M4) Five motor sense organs (/Lorwiendn'jpi); 

(t5-lU) Five aulitle entities of the ELve-fold majdfoKtjing ptinc;i|ih‘S or 
forties known soi Punchti J'ntimoirii, vir„ somid (Babita) which 
is the iittrihnte or t^uality of touch (^ijixirsff) ol air, form 

of light (Tg'ns). flavour (Jifu#a) of waters And snndl 

{frundtm) of the earth. The five grofw oleinenta of Matter arc 
distiiigufslicd by their subtle (jualitiea wUiuU are tlio real forces 
or energy-vibrations behind viable matter 

(lb-24) Five gross elements of Matter through which Ihs prevdoufl set 
of euercy-vibrations become cohcretisml, Tljese are known 
as the Pit^ha-ilaha^Bhut^St via., ether, air, fire, water and 
earth. 

In one word the Chakra is iho perfect symbol of the cohihos and of 
humiin life, i.e., of .Man (Pwmhi), T!>c BhToiavaias rhereforc tintncil it ha 
C futkra-Farmhti or the buumn symbol of tbvir .Uttha^Ndtayn'^a fi-'t/iMU, 

It is the comphde symbol of the majesty of human life in its twofold 
aspect of J^unn and Karm/i, Ideas and ftctinn, ur ihoughls and dceils. W'hat 
Man utiticuives and whai. hfi dnres ate the tw'o halvea uf lUt rvyolving Wheel 
of Life, both for individuals and nations. 

T feel grateful to the acholam whose views on the symbolism of the Lioti 
Capitiil I tiAVc cited os Apijcudiecs ut the end of this munugrapL 1 nm indebted 
to Sri Shivkumar for tho line drawings and also for organising the illueuatlone, 
and also to my son Prithvi Kuraar lor seeing the book through the press. My 
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tUanks are diw tK) the Director General of j^jcLaaology for loan of photographs 
of the Four AniiiuiU on the Lion Capital and oa the Moon-Stones at Amaravati. 
My epocbl thanks are due t<o Sri Prstnoda (Chandra 'who obtained for me a 
photo-eopy of Przyluaki's French iiaper,. La Syniholistne du Pilier de Sarn/iih 
published in the Linossier H, and to Father Joseph van Troy who kindly trans¬ 
lated it into English at very short noticet as a result of which I was able to acco¬ 
mmodate it in Appendix ^^l after the main text had been printed. It was 
iRther a lacuna that 7 was not able to use Przyluski’s material of great value, 
since it wag nowhere availahle to me in the librari^ of this country. I Mm 
now happy btiHt the views of such scholars as Sahani, Howland tmd 

Frayluski have been hrouiilit together at one place which cniddci* a better 
mulerstaiitlijig of the meiining of the A^kan I nlao owe an 

obligation to Director of Arclmeologv. Gwalior Museum for loan of the photo¬ 
graph of the IJdiiipiri IJoii (Jiipltal (now in the tlwalior Museum) Superititen- 
dent, Lidiuri Miiacum (Archaeological Section) for the pliotogrnph of the sdea- 
tito plaque from Akra which la so little known ; Rai KrishnadaH. Director, 
Bharat Kahi Bhavan for tltv loan of the photograph of Bengal Kantha eUjth. 
Baliu Lakshtnidua, Manager, B.II. 0, Press rleservee my beat thanks for the 
neat and quick printlug of the text and linn drawings, and Sri Siirendra Blmr- 
gava of the Bhiirgsva B hush an Press for the plates, ily teacher, Profeissor Dr. 
Radha Kumtid Muok'orji coiilribiitcd a anmII paper on the Sii math Lion Capital 
from which I dtirived honotit. As Stipuriutcndent of Museunisinthc DL'pcirtiiienl 
of Archaeology while 1 WHst iit-charge of the Shiuuth .Miideum, tlie few remaiumg 
fragmeut^ of the big Dfianm-Vhul'm eame to nvy notice and I Iwd u complete 
ruplicu of the same rccoustiueled in stucco of which a photograph i& being 
published here* (Fig. (i aj This gives an idea of the Pillar »s it was conceived 
and originally put up by iU author A^oka Uiniseir. 

While discussing the origin of the Mauryau polish we had pointed out 
it to be )t technique proiiucwl liy Tiulian workmen Of whii’li (he fortiniJu must 
Lax'c hecii quite aimple. Since writing the above we also round mferBiicea 
to recipes for producing this higli poli.sh on ceramics known ns Noriberri 
Black Polished ^Vart? lMM)-‘2n0 B.C.) which wc liave ilmusseiJ in our hook 
/jidiffN Art (pp. 108-109 ;/r/w.sWnf/xj! SuLm. I5.S.I5 ff.>. This surmiae 

has Ijpph recently roiifinucd by (he production of the Arniiryan polish on 
Chuniir eambtcaie under cxpciimefits l ojuincted hy Sri Skamla Ivumar and 
Sri Mahendra Nath of Lucknow, A specimen of the saiiiv bos been pbeed 
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iii the hand* of Sri C. Sivafamamerti, Keeper, National Mitecum, New Delhi' 
for pttbJie view. It Is elatmed by those modem- ei^erta the aaine brl^t 
polish conld he reproduced on cveo » big sculpture similai to the Lion 
Capital. 

I am happy in being able to publish this Ulustiated text on tihe meaning 
of the Lion Capital aiul the ChaLfH^dheajtt Flag of India, and to dedicate it to 
hfaluttma Gandhi, Father of the Nation. 


Januarj/ S€, 19GJ 


.VASn)EVA S* AGRAVV ALA 
PfofcHxar, 

Ba'fniraa /lindu Universitff. 
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PT. JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ON TEIE WHEEL-FLAG 

“But what type gf wheoj shaulcl we have J Om tninda went bflfek to 
litany wheels which had appeared in mniiy plaw*! and which all of us have »ucu» 
the one »i the top of the capital of the A*oka oolunm and in many other 
places. That wheel is » symbol of Intlia’s ancient ottllure. it is » aynihol of Uti* 
many thitiga that India had stwKl for thrmi^gh the ngvs. So we thought tlmt 
this Chakrii oinblcm should be there and that wheel itppcarM, For my part I 
iLTii exceedingly happy i hat in thia sense iiidireutly we have associated with 
this flag of ours not only this emblem bm in a sense the name of Asoha. one of 
the moat magnificent luiiiius not. only in India’s hi3t.orv bSit; in world history. 
It k well that at the moim-nt of eonfiict and intolcrantCr guriiuiidi* 

should go bwob towardfi what Asoka rtood for. 

Tf Tndia had not stood for somuthiiig tl-tv great, t do not think that 
India could have Bnrvtved and carried on its ciiitiiml traditianfl in a luorv «r 
leaa continuous marmer throujik thR»e vKst ages. It uarriod on its ouliuiol 
Tradition, not iimdianginH. not figld- but nlways keeping its csacnco, always 
A^laptilig iUclf to new* developnnmts, to new mfiueiicea. 


“We thought of a flig which was beautiful to look at. Wo thought of a 
di-sian for a Hug whii:h w-cmld in its coiubiuHTioM and in it.A iepurate parts would 
somehow rcpT^esetit the spirit of the Nation, that mixed spirit uod tradition 
which has grown up through tliousauda of years in India. 8o we devised this 
Flag. Perhaps 1 am partial but I do think thot it U a very beautiful Flag to look 
at purely from the point of view of artistry^ aud it has como to sv^mbolise many 
other beautiful things, Ihiui's of the spirit, things of the mind, that give value 
to the iiidividuttl’s life and to the nation's life, for a imtiou does not live mendv 
l,v material things, althouijii they aw highly iiuporiout". 



» 
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ijii tlifl AljftCUs itf tUiC ihvftmtitli Oiipital 




CIIAKRA-DHVAJA 


OR 


THE WHEEL-FLAG OF INDIA 





Tf\*? wonJ Chak7(i‘(thva^n w»js iwed in aiieit^nt Hiiies for tLi* flag itmrJtod 
liy II Chakra or Tln^ Jireneiit Mnntynn pill»r at fwinrith wii» oiicp tupped 

l*y a Liomaipitrtl wliif it m itwlf waa iirowned by a ('hakmi Ih-hoc it would Ik* 
|tist>iied to givi* it the mime Chakra^dtiMiJa. To the wegt of the jUain Shrine 
/tri/f) iit4Ttd« m i^'fuan insmlied atone stump, B ft, s imi. highi tmingthe 
low'Tmojrt port inn of n eoTamit which waa oiti'e ft. liigh. Tiu* nhuft w;ia 

37 ft, know I) on the basis of the fragtnenra found near the pillar. The Lion' 
capital ou itia top aietuturtnl 7 ft. and the wheel 32 ins. The portion of tlie pi Hat 
cmhcddtHl in the ground is rough and teste on a large dat atone, 8 ft. by H ft. 
by 18 Ilia. Tlie shaft of the pillar ia slightly tuperiug with a diameter of 2 ft. 4 
biK.nt the hiise and 1 ft. Hi iiia. at the top. The nmaauremonte tnay beset out 
iiA Im'Iow :— 


Jicight of t he stump in si'tw 

Total height incjliidiug all 

tho fragments or broken [liiMKia of the shaJl 

Hciglil of the Lot us 

llcight of the abaciLS 

lloight of the Uous 

Height of the 

Internal dinmeter of the Dhimm-rhakra 


B ft. 8 ins. 


37 ft. 

2 ft. 

1 ft, U in. 

3 ft. ft ins, 

2 ft. 8 ins. 

2 ft, 5 ins, to 


2 ft , I in. 


Width of tlie Tim of the Wheel 
Thickness of the rim 


3.tin ins. 

Varies from *2.65 ins. 
ftt the iniiCT end to 
1 111. at the outer end. 


Then* wo.** a square tiiotiiw hole in the centre of the tnt) betm‘en the Uon-hemK 
its iliiimeter above being 8 ins. and at fiottoin u 75 ina, and dapth 3,5 to 4 ins. 







Fl^. 6-7 


Figs. 2-5 


4 mtA£KA JA 

Tlin pillar sjifJ the i)«pTtrt^ aro murlw at tiie iMiati IsiifT Tliunar flauriMoin- 
blitek !«pih4(i», Thu cm of tliu liojis Tvur*' oucc stuiitliwj with ji^wvls for thu 
Tutauiing r>f whinh mutaHh' piiw were iiisertutl in tiny holus Wrua in th« upper 
liila. In one of i-hw lion fignrus occupying the »!»«!*: abovu ti«« ulnpharii' anti 
bull the mutallic pins tinve atill been [ituiU’rviSti, 

The .1/«Aa*£iA«A>m Btirmottnling tlio pillar wui! oueu iiisertud l>y a tenon 
into lire ai juatu mortise Imln. It fell and now tW Cnpitn) ib without 
lliu bat Hvtf IVsgttieiits of the rint of tlie wln^'l and thri^ of tltu spofees 

were found in the iiottiatt of uwavahitui. It has lii?en posaiblu to ruecuiutruet a 
planter eiwt of the original wheel. Tlus waa done nnder mj own dirot^itui aa 
Sw|H‘rintciul«nt of the MtiAuiims Bmiiuh, Ai^hAeologieal Btirv*^ of Inaia. Thin 
roeoustructed fimire showi tbul the original wheel hiu] sa apokuA or better 
32 radii. The ahnaia or round drum is 2 ft. Id ma. acroas otiJ decorated 
with PoUE OAoAros of «iuitller siztf each with 24 Hp<ike8 or 24 rsulit. These 
fnea ia the four curdimd dirocticwiJ^ like the four lions seated 

iMtek to back uhovu tlnim. fUuh pair of CAoAwnr w a ramng animal, 

vigorous and full of aitunatinn as follows • 

JSast—Lidu, ^utli—Eluphiiut, West—Bull, Xoith—Horse- 

The whole pillar was wirveii out of tlirw^ solid blorlca of atone, 
one for the #haft, aiiotbur lor the capiul and the tliird for the AtnhA- 
Ghakru above. 

L'OMPCiN'IiXl' PAMTS i 

iVnulyfaMl on the basis uf form, ihu whole itKuiunient iK eomprifted 
of the following i^Jiiponenis — 

1. TJnilresseil fvuiiilHtiou block wliiiirtb snptiorts the sliaft, uud 
into which, a portion of thi- sJiufi Is iusettod. 

2. Tbe shaft {iStaMb/ia~jfa/ih{i] or the tall tapering column. 

3. f'ui'i'ia-ghatti with large Pndwn-kitift fihnwn in the form of 
large overflow'ing inverted petab 

4. Bound drum or abaeus or or Chakra-' 

twla) carved with four Oreat Animals and four Ooftms, 

ft. Four nddor-wd lions. 

fl. Tlie •treat Wheel iJIahii-nkukru], 


riiaiNirAii t:xKon n»v 

Kroni tfie point uP view of anrliita-tuTul Jixiition the lirniugHrnijut uJoiiU-J 
hy mimtflr itjiv’U ill I'Ih* foriti of Lkis nnd siniiLir 

titln'r pilinrH Btuiiflio^ in pcsifioii for tiioto l.liitii two tbouHiinl yenre. Hk*' 
SarniitU-PilliiE *ilso would hnve st.^hoJ finn iti t-brtt p<**ition si» jftdicjitoil by it* 
HtiiTnp but. for flotne iiniisitiHl imHlinp or uittund jujoM^nt wlibU biyko ili« piilar 
nnd liurli'd l-lio poiuli roufl capital to ilo j?rf>iinil hy whinb iliv wbeol 

rLc moat dehf-atp <if all tlo- parts was diimitgfd in splintmit, ind lU^* 
capital with lioiw. rtlmrua mid lutiw atmid tin* mipaot wtdL Wc have 
ill it tmjUiy one uf Uie moal well |)rt*Kerv«l ftculjiturul monuments id lilua 
coimtty, 

TKt^HNIOAL EXKi'UTIUX AND POLISH: 

Aa a piece of aciilptiicnl art the Siiruiith L'ftpita) hoa bean tfie objeOt of 
miinirtitiou from early ttinea, fta aliiiiid^ ptiliali loiikes a first to every 

visitor. Yi**n C:hwiuig* rJie coluliraced MokahacUtLrya pilgrim from Ckina, who 
visited India in the time of Uanjha —6+5) and limy bave come to Sarimth 
aboui 6:14—635 A.iL, writer: "T<i tin; wiith-sveAt of tlir Biiddbiat Temple 
was a ruinoua oM atone SStajht built by Asoku of wliich a lint fr silll remuined 
above gromui Li front of this was a stoiie pillar jibniit 7it fr.. high, which had 
the softness of jade and wna oF dnKzling hHuht ness. Tliia pillar wim at the spot 
iit whictitlie tiiiddliit, Imving attained anliglitenmcut. first preached his jeligioii". 
j^Wattera, Oh Tmmj* tT'fu.t^td i'n i itrfift, Yol. :2. p. 5ti], ^L'liia is a correct 
factual aceotml bastvi on fintr^lmnd infnrmrttioti, Thu StnjHi nearby which wiia 
scon hy liiiti waatlie «o*(!idh‘d Jagat Singh Stiifxt (now pulled down), the Dreat 
Temple waf^ Hn- (larnlha Kull wb6C& ItuihLliJi actiialk stayed and whieli was 
greatly enlarged in the ibipta pi'iitKl, aa Vitan till wo ng saw* if am) in the hip d 
the angle formed by tlies<' two xtiKKi tlu' Lion-rapital pillar. Tlw (i‘!viJjiiiiniy of 
Yvmt] t'llWitiig about the jmk-liko polisli iwuTv™ miuwBal iippriduition. It i;i 
appment from dm study of other wurviving monumeiltE of the Moutyan period in 
the form of pillars, railing, parasol utid rock’OUl onvoa tlud it wh>‘ an age wlicu 
such high palisfh on atone wjih in great favour. The ijiteHur of the Lonuis Uishi 
irave in the Barubai hill iiosu' I^o^ilulL Uaya cxcuvaied in The timi* oFAfioku shows 
the highest perfection of poUshcfl litliic snrfacu. The trumolitliic rniling at 
Samnth itw)lf. whiidi ia said to have resteil on the lop of the Tagnt S^ingh Slupa 
rmiiid Itii hifHtihlj the fragmeiilj; of parasol from file Slalui'chotjyii at isfinchi 
and the Humpim'S IJiill capital, und tinally the .Samaih Lion-cniutal proclaim 


4 


OHAKHA-IIHVAJA 


in ^lorioiis tcntw tlir special aohiwt^iui/nt <»f tlifl sculptor in pro'luninp very 
Jiiph pvlisK of polden splentioar on the buff-coloured s*iud Htonu of the OhuttSr 
tiuarriob. Tiiii> foTidiH'iiM fur htij?ht polish ia ttcifii even on the ueramicfe of tht- 
Mourytin age hi the pottviy known as the Northern nine k rc<U»hi*<] Wnrer IWina, 
and bowla of many ^hapt^ have bpc>n found at aite? diatribtitod from Tnxila 
to Moaki in llyilnmlwul, in blavk. blae, violet, ajiarkUng gold uiid other tinges 
and hues of the most plcnsing varieties. Actual Tefcreiico is made to such ware 
in «o old Jaiua tort Bfihni tCaljm SQint (Gatbiia 4tU-5*2fl), whom the monks have 
been advised to preserve it iifter using as a rare vonimodity. ht th** Mahubhirnifi 
the htirtiing {j&ifaniihitt) lustre (VurcAtfsl of this polish ( Ptnhhti) is said to compare 
with the radiniLOv {Iif$.mmra pmiiiut) of the Sun Purtat, ,1.31)- Tlie 

architijet named Maya of the Asurus Is credited with the buildbiy of an 
Assembly halt in wliich ho employed the same cTyetaUlilre mati^'rtn] ns Imd beuti 
QAed for the Asscinldy tfixtl of Urn Aunra king Vrislmparvan (iSnhAd Purnrt, 
Sphiitika drony.t). To visitors it looked Ukt* a hall biiill of aliining scmi-prci-ious 
atones {Diu^n SubhA, 3,17). The iiicidonce of ihis sprix-hd polish is 

peculiar' to the MaTirj^an age, sinw*. ne wc come to the perioft, the polish 

on atone disappears. The tvchniipiv of priKliiring this polisli is said to lur a 
lost secret, htii: It appeant thar aa pmvrts«d by tlni Indian workmen it^s 
prcK-esA must, have been of a simple ohomctiu in which there was no tnwie 
aecnd. Thu process apjxcars to have nonsiatiHl in iutenni* ritbliiiig niid burni' 
aluiig by*hfLiid labour with the use of soiiie Hbriisivv powtler. W<; often (infl 
the use of two twhiucal tcrjni? Ghrisfitn aw I (1'mk.nt, tf'hutihu^ 

mafijto) which seem to liuve ilone the trick of prodiiving this polish wliieh 
reflected like the surface of a juirtOt idy«>«#«’£«lo^ejtaioi=Kaujikfit .d'idiy/ia- 
rWtiyxtoiu. Jujkupdtika’HGtm, ^ntra 5). The walls and roofs of the rooiuH and 
curtidors of palace dcAnribed in t he d/oAd //wtwoo/fpi .fttUtka are said to be of 
dazzling polisli. 

The tjiication of the origin of ilib* polish either fruiu the indigenous Iradi- 
tiou of India or imported by workmen from uufeiidi* U » rather iuvolved one 
and we need ngt go into it iii details here, diilBco hi to say that there was 
hardly u secret, in iti» prudnetimj, since it wat.. only a matter of taste, as is often 
seen iu the atyte ami tochniquc of arl from age to age. Wo also know that 
the ancient pi'iieiiije jis aupported by the fuuiidattou charbfrB of the pnTaw* of 
Daritiij nt Susa iiml Pi'rst^^polis was to invite aktlled artiste working in varioua 
media from many a country wlmrevor they could In? aimirnoiieil from and 


TECnsrCAL EXECTJTJOK AM> POLISH 
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rndiait aftifitii jitso from (kiniUinra ;vc^rc iuviK^fl cfi Iran. The fiLCt remains that 
thtf liigli iM’tthetii: reactiDij prodncetl hy Mauiyun Att flepunds. not only on 
‘it* polbk Thert an* several other fiK'tors spediilly preseJit in the Li«ipcnpit(jl. 
v.fr, fmriJtony of it-a component piirta, eymmetrif'Jit arrangennmt, detailed atten¬ 
tion to the carvitii* of details of each one of theni^ bleiidin^z of realistic charm 
with idealistic delineation* vigorous rnitiiralism and an inspired eagerness of the 
artists to create a really heantiful foi'iii and design of inoffabte charm. Ilcfe 
13 soincthmg of a grand vieiott fl'hicli toucinis the spiritual cord of a true 
art lover. There is something in the SSrmtli Pillitr capital appeals to the soul, 
speaking a projjound Ungunge eloquent with uicauing. It appears that an 
immortal idi-a has been captured in a inagiuficent form for e%'ui'. The fcimj of 
exj^eressiou is dominant and cOtupiering, In the cyi^iof niurshail i '*Thc Somiith 
Capital, on the other hand, though Uy no means a master-picee, is the proilnet 
of the most developed art of which the world wns cognisant in the BkI century 
I1,C.—^the hundiwork of tin* one who Iiail generation.H of artirttic eflori and ex* 
(jcrlettoe heliind him. In the ttiasterfnl strength of the crowning Uom, with Uicir 
swelling veins and tense riinsciilardcvi?lojniient. and in the spirited realism of the 
rcHefs below, there is no trace whatever of the liniiiiitian^ of primitive art, 
far lus iinl-uratiniu was hb atm, Uis suulptore lias modelled his hgurcs dircf^ti 
from natnro ami has delineated their form with bold faithful tonch j but he has 
gone more timn this; he has eonsoiotwly and of set purjHMfc ijifnwMl n tcctoine 
conventioual spirit Into the four lions, no as to bring thorn into hannony with 
orchit/cctural character of the nioniimeiitiii, and in the ease of the horse 
on Ihc ulianuH he has availed himsidf of a type well known and approved in 
western aili. Bqiiafly mature is the technUine of Ms relief work. In early 
Indian, as in <'Jir! 3 ’ lireek sculpture, it was the practice, ns u'c Jihal) prCHcnUv see, 
to compress the relief lietwecn two fixed plivncd. the original front plane of the 
slab and rho plane of the buck|r[ound. In the reliefs uf tile Siirriath rapital 
there is no trace whatever of this profreas): each and every of the animal is 
morlcUod according to it-a atd;inil depth wrtlnmt rctWeiife to any ideal front 
plane, with the result that it presents the nppearunco almost of a iigurc in the 
round which has hoea cqt in half and then applied to the Imckgrotind of the 
ahacuB”. {The Ciwfmtlye Ifhfonj of fndia, Vol. I, p, 5fi3—3), 

The appreciation by Marshall is balanced but halting. The Samnlh 
capital is undoubtedly a master-piece, a work of art proiimecl hy a genius 
who liiid reached the of teehoical jicrfceticm and whose mind 
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harl fou< Wl liigJifKl «r idfiis, Jf tilito THrCi't work ff ml; is not a 

tun»ttT-piM:i* wlmt t'an lln* vontmtJititiii of tin? wtidJ litt. tn tbp of 

Jdatsliflll tloo3 not sveni to lie correvt in hia nrsthotie usjHpftijTnpdt: 
“It would be ditfirnll Ut find m ony eomihy art psuuiplu of Ktieient aniinul 
Utre aatppmr or even I'ijiml to tbis IjiftnitiN work of ort. whinh uot-^^wrtilly 
oombjuo« re!iU9t.i<i inodetliHi: witli iilwlifitin dupiliy, and i" tinwlipd m PViif)' 
detail ■with perfflH nc«m‘! 4 «y. Tin? biW-reluifs on the olfainia are afc ^<io<l ttl tlioir 
way as tin* noble lion* in tljo nKtnd. Tlo' dp^tgii, wliile obviously reiiiijiwrn?rit 
of j'Uamftn and I'etaiim proto-typ*>s, is mwliliod by Indian sontinumi, tUv bns- 
rtdief being purely Indian, .^r Tobn .MaraltaU’s‘’onji’t-turi* thut tlje c4>uij>oKitiou 
may Iw tin* ivork Of nu Asdnttu ftreek is not snpprotcd by style of ulis rislief 
ligUTftS. Tli« abilitiV of an Asiatic (Ireok to K' pressvnt in Indian amuial» so 
well may be floul.ited.*’^ (d //iVoiry ri/ JFVtfs -Jr/ i» /lo/m atn/ Grylini, p, IttJ, 

])r, Anandu Ctjoniar&^waiiiy also pays miBtluted tribine to the 
artbtic nobility nf thin inTMt inojiiimvnt: '^nf the nnmorons extant esiunplv^ 
the rini'ftl iii that of fiitniath i‘n‘rtvd on thii traditional aili’ >>f iW Kir^'t TurnJjig of 
the Wlicet of liHw. Tin? ahafl la of plain polished AandHione. eircular in ai-Ttion 
and sliglililY tntH'ring ; the capital vnusiata of four addorard lion-), which origi' 
imlly supjMirtoiJ a fir WIiim-I of the Law. rpstiag on an ^ 

boitring In r«?lieX nti uloplninr, horsi!, bull and lion aeparat>nd by font smalt dfiaMitut^- 
iviii'dA. boloiv which Is the inverted lotiiis forming the “betr'. As in other 
typkttl examptajj of Aatikiin art the ontiing ami jMilLdiing of the niirface are 
executed with exiraoitiinary pif?cIiton and accnniey ; oo( only is great ti^tdinical 
skill dlaphvyed in this respent, bnt the atT. itaplf k of mi ailvmurwi und even lute 
type wifcli ffuite riNdiatic oneivllitig and iiioveinont , of ludta-n tind 

imfonesiViH Art, p, 17*XS)i 

The sevi'Tid fartbra in tho tecliiiique of carving and iwliali are I'iFnctivcly 
brought out tu the cntidisni olToicti by IVrev Brown w'hirJi isiiinrkml tkiiliby sti 1 io¬ 
ta rly analysis aiul knowledge uml a ronnoiaseiir^s syinpathetit’ imdcu^tandiTig; 
*‘Kur the. fjnuhty of the workinmmhip in t.lteir priHluction there can be nothing but 
praise, the bold coutours of the figures Lu the rotuid, the atibt.l<* nuMh’lliiLg of the 
ndU'f. arid the ntmmn.g cmifidence of the eliiselling being remurkaidc. In 
alluring tlu* credit for thciK^ iiiasterpiticca, it is fitU that (.he syniboliam oiid inia- 
tuition, ch»nr hipiiitiial inesaagc fai !.o stjK'ak, w'ua stipplicd by the Indian mind 
while mmit; of the technical skiH, togclhcr with certain decorative riementa, a’cre 
the work of (he iinportctl m raftsruou. But the brilliant pulbsh which gives such 


WTniT!:i. IN INIIIAN TltADtTlON ' 

u fiiiiiliiy the: work was the result of ladinn thoii|»bt ntiil luhour. nfi thort*. w 
t’V'idvitee oF an lnili;;e]tnii.s juititmle iti tlus ut the ittoTi'*’'rirtt(T « art, 

a pw>r, Frw ohj^i'ts I’OiiUl he tuorr* ilelinately vvroujilit or hitflily polislied tLhti 
I he crystal relimiary frorii the F'ipraliwit nUljn. which hais heeti to tliift 

eppcli. Hint was the Immiiwork of a or lier*'drtfiry atoiifc-cutter- 

Tile lustrous llniah of the crystal wa« otitiiuieel Ity the Ifihoriovis aiiplIcHtioii of 
au ajiau* IjuriiDiher. and soiiicwlmt the same pronea'i was atinpl-wl id tlic pillars 
and otlior aatubtoue obj*“s-1s* J»i ixiuvpletine thi*ir UaiidLworfc with thia 
fffeet till- Aforkrtii artilicera were folliiwiiig ilie procedure of at) early atoDC-wnikors, 
as the aim for iustautfo of the I'Jth dymidy K^yi^tian masHUis Was ii "jilassy 
surface^', while the ideal sUMiework of Ihv Ovwhs w descrilio-d tii tU Homeric 
poems Hs •‘jMtlinliiMj alurdu('-nlisteiiiiiji '. It is doubtful. howcTer, whether the 
ireations of any of these Rreat fiuiidiug ivatiptw could coiutmn' in thht parthuiUt 
reapect wit h liio brilliant eimmehlikc fluish ohtaiiiwl by th^^ Mauryau crattf<itjeii, 
So strikui? is it« rtTipeai nnce that in the ilftli century it excited che admiration 
of thrti iibscrvant Ohinew pil;irjin Fa-tileu. accustomcfl os he tniist huee been 
to lire famous polished laphWy -»f his own countrymen, for he wHrea that it waj* 
*<dijTmip brkht a* And invei; in Kpitc of over two thouaiind yeara of the 

moat destriietiiv'^ elimatir conditintis these niomiments reUiu miidi »f their 
highiv glnacil surface at the pre.wnt day’'- {Iwlinn .Miterinrf, ItiMU emf 
Iliinht, Second Kditioii. p. 12.) 

THE <}KRAT WHERL [Tf IXDTAN TIUDTTIOX: 

Whatever he- the tiiotlem ass4>*suu!Ut of the meritsi of iJie Sariiath Lioii- 
cttpital. from the aijproudi of tmlku iiesllietic ennou which seeks tieanty both in 
brrm ami meaning, d is ft oomph-tr fonnulatioH of the four eh^uieiita which mhi-rc 
in all groat crearioni s,f Hit. It ia rich in Form merked t»y the mi>st 

plcaaiug r-ra1ity aud per feet carvinu and inodomiig eisiblc in art form. S}o far 
as the Rhythm (Mtiiuia), wlilch !»ti arti^ may bring into hia Smnwl, »a coii- 
cerited the Lion^capifal is u vibifint cxprp’dcm from top to hoEtoni of luteosct'on. 
centrated dytmmiwn coBtroIbd from au tinmauifested centre, from which the 
lines of fotces emanate and flow as the artiat willed them in vertical and endr- 
cling planes. From the point of view of Meaning (mfAa) the Cfuik-M^J^vaja with 
ita elaborate symbolism is pregnant; almoat with epic moments and repreueuts in 
ft full and ^dfecilvc nmuniT the eonl of Indin as rcfl.-rtt‘d in tin- Vedic, Jabia anti 
BmJdhisi iruilitifilift over many rent iirii-e in sihmt and joyous t onscioiiancss 
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Fig 13 


tiftb® [jenpltp, Tliftri* U HO c«lt gllc^iHnne iti Uic smboliKni of thp ^fahfi- 
ehakrn tmil It^ otcessoci^ like tite four tions, four (uiini&lA, PSri^-(/hata and 
Sotos. Here on« ia face fcofaue with an ac-clanmtion torliir Bjnpli> iLrimauifestod 
nnii unditTen^ntialH dirtui^ phutiomiaion and )ta iTtatiurt in the Ibrni of the manl- 
fcsrtjed aojl tlifTerentiatud triititArinu foAa*;»fiAAfi or the aj^peaiaiu^e of the viaiiite 
world in a four-foSd foriD nnd on tho^ Tlie lion oapitaS, hm wc shnll 

explain in detail, was not on isolated event iiut lUiked to » long past and to iiu 
equftlly tong fnlnre, Me may traca the history of the iiietaphy^ca] idcaa 
ayinbolised by thia reprt^titittion of the froin a time about iM) 

cenfciu'ies before A-oka to a period of abont; the awaue extended lengt h after him. 
These various atrands of symbolism are iloeunianted irt Indmn literature, philo¬ 
sophy md art and bidoiig etwenfciaily to the whole liidimi WtiUniigehttHmig 
beginning from the Wiljw to the age of rnliniki and froro him to Kesava Diisa. 
The nieiuiitig of this aymbolisru cxtendi.Kl widely nlsn in space ranging 
from I’ibttT to Barma nnd Coylon inelTidiug witliin its orSui. of cotiree. the 
wulptiiro and painting of India. Tliis ricimess of Artha or eontonts is a 
fentute whinJi brings the Liou-capital so near to oiir heart nnd makes it a 
source of pernianetnt joy for the spirit. Whore else do we lind a monu¬ 
ment or an image so simple, so obnjueut, so subtle, and so pregiiunt with 
ideas about the uoshiok, its sotiroe, lbs boyant Life-force, ita flyiiamism reguhttvil 
liy tlio rotating Wheel of Time, ifjs four-Fold arohetypaJ life-patiorn anti above 
all the supreniiJ divine prinviple syailiitlised as Hm fJreat Wlmel luidor many 
nnmea, e.g, Dharjw-ckakrtis Stvtftnifitin-chakra. lihimi-t^hakrti. Mtih/l-Kota-Aitikra 
and Briihwit-rhtikra itarlf. Thirt ns|H:ct of ihe question wc sludl take tip in detail 
in tfu- Hubaequcrit pages. 

THE (IRRAT WHEEL LM INDIAN AfiT: 

Tlie Lion Capital is ibe gift of .^Uiiryan art, but it is not. an isolntetl 
pheuQnicuon. Bnoh a magnihrent idea executed with gticb perfection and 
centrally ertuted at a hallowed «j>ot in the ontakifts {Bithtfwigilnft) of andeut 
Yaranasl evokotl deep responsi* in the miniis of the people, Thifsv stirrings were 
made visible in a crop of similar or Irindtcd monuntenis which may [)« stiidiet! 
oa a class by thetmielves. 

SANCIlI PILLAR (BLMHA-STAMBHA): 

The pluee of honour amongst thesu sitbsequcut adaptataioDS is taken by the 
Lion-capital at, 8ruie1if. It was erected hy Asoka near the south jpiteway of the 
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fireat J^tujJU, Tlu‘ Untkpii stiiiii]* n'ouiins in .^/N, )imi .’fomfl Infib-Ji IvngtJi^ of tile 
sliuft lie. rtbiiit siat- M ill Sifrttrttli, Jiiii) lUn umi ciowkij; iioim arc \n thp 

foi'iil muHviim, “Wlii!Jii(Jt4ivt. tkv piJiar wasfibont 42 ft. m Krlaslil dii'l 
of a miDii\ ami RJijsLtly tajii'Hnji raoKolitUic wUU fnliiitfr rapit.il 

.^wmountfia bv n ciljk* tiW‘klti}|. .ilu>v.ft wbicii Ati abacus supjH.rtiiig tlwi' fore¬ 
fronts of fdiif lions, pawibty intended to ty|piiy SiikTO-.^iiijha. the 

Lion of the ^kvH race, Tlie bell-shaped ijapittil and crmviiing lioit® Tfere u single 
block of stone. Tlie abacuA was adorned vvntL four ^'lioiiey-siicklc*' motifs, 
separated one from the other by pail's of peesw. ijymbolieat perluip.1 of tlie flot:!: 
of the Buddha's ilisriplos. In point of both style ami ttMhnifpje tho four lions 
i-ihihit a very obse affinity to those of the ^ViliJran pillar at Saniritli- The 
HArimtli ejtiunph' supported a “Wlieel of IjJiw ’ (mfirm^t-chfikrit) HhIiip altove (hr 
heads of the four lions, wlien»u:s at there wna no Hindi rmliU'nj. Lions, 

t;rip)t!i) and sliafi .ire finisUvd ami polished U> the same jjlufifi-like Insture (hat 
dlsiiuijuiHh nil I lie earvotl stone work of Asoka's timo”. (Marahll, Motmutittfi 
nj Sanykit pp. 25—2(1). 


The SiiTtiath mid SanchT exampl'^a may Im* i.reatotl na aohisa by tlieniiiolv'eH, 
Ou ( ht* Inisis of the porfretimi of tochriical skill and art, and similarity of the 
svvorjil com poll Ml I parts n^v'enlnl by the tw./ rJtamplcs. the Snnuitii inllar however 
is iiiueh supcfior in the fives of all eriijen. “Of nil the sculptured of Aloha's 
reijtn, tin* Linn rnpilijils of hU two pillats «i Saiudd ami Birniith are immessnrnbly 
tlie fiaost. Thoiifrli not themselves of crjiml merit, they stand in a nlass by 
ilnsni'^jlvea. The reftenildmmr between the two is id'vious; a bell-shupcd foliatr 
tiiijiilal sup’|>ortinfj ii (lii'cidar aboens. on which stand fcpitr lions ftddoi'WMi — tlmt is 
till! desiffn nf hfith, and their style, too. is in corffisiiomlingly t-lose nevord. On 
tliih other hiiiid. there nrr m>tabte differemsed of lietaiL In thr 8iiiiclii t-xuinple, 
T.ho bell papitnl is not fio sqntil as it ia m. SiAmStli, and it. i^ hotter .ichiptrd, there* 
fore, TO itfl position on tlic top of a lofty pillar, whBn‘ it was nect'jwarily fore' 
alioi+ened, lu the *S5a<.’hl esainpK a^ain. the necking tiikca the form of a cable 
mouldinir: in the Sarnach one, it is plain; in the Former the abneua is noticenbly 
thinner than in the lattor, and is adamed with fonr pairs of geose, alternattng 
with ivinventicinnl Lonfly-suokle pacterti, in the latter it is julomed with fonr 
'‘Wl.eeU-of-thc-Law" {Ifhnrimt-chakm] alt^rrntitive with the four iiiiimflla tlnri 
giinrd tilt- Four Qunrli'fs; tiu* lior«‘. the elephant, the lion anil the humped 
bull. Ill the foruier. the eitiwiihni rcatiire was the group of four liona whii'h 
stoofi alnitfi on the abacus \ in l.lie liiltcr, tiie linns supported a Wlieel of the Law 
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vriucli POHO betwtwn them. Nor «ti> iheso tbo only liiffeririiccs* .Although ^lif- 
|uI!at« Eire nlunticnl in mitr>4ir)a] ([nirdi <’Io«to*gmtnefl biilf tuinrliftoni' of Clitiiinr) 
and nut I c:r>r respond tiosely in stylo, the ^nch! cmpitiil uiisse^ tho 

subtle siTtistry. the finer feeling for form of the other. Both jiroups uF Hohj» 
exhiint the «amt.‘ teiia^^ miiettylftriievekipnieul. the Kame ^piritcil reaIiK[iii-oitibini:!>l 
with the same fortmit ceetoiijr <juaLii les. which the artist: rig hr tv inttudiireil in order 
to harmoiiijsp thtmi ^ith the architeetnTnl oharacter of the monument; hut we 
cjinneit hBlp fL-iuiirkiug how much lefts tnie to nntni^, therefore, haia vithl ami 
con vim.'log is the luodolliiu; of the Simotii henats, how ilkprojKirtiotiiLtsty brusd 
and swelling their chests, how widely spac«d their legSi how much more mechanioal 
the treatment of their nmnea. That the ortginal desigiiB nf the two cApitala 
were tho work of one and the mime artist nan hardly be disputed but the difforeiKte 
in workmanship makes it virtually certain that the iict.Mai curving of the Snttchf 
onpitaf Wfift done by stnno less gifted aslant. (Matfiiiall, ,1/oMonw>jf^ n/Satt^h*. 
Vob I, pp. 88 fl). 

niTPTA niAKRA 1*I I.LAR S AT sANrHl: 

pjg^ The revtrberations of a immtiniant like tlie SSmSth Lion-i'rapitiil and 

double Uie Sancdil Uon'Cnpital i^ontinued in the minds of the people for nbutit 
seven eeiitiiiies when in the fioldmi Age of the t.lnptfts they recreated a Himilnr 
pillar at SfvnHii complete with the lotiis. eahlc design, round ahacna ndorniHi 
in this case with birds and a lotus rhixome. four liotut and a Dfiamta^trhaJcra 
(JULirshfill, I'Aid. pi. lOaA). Artiftticnlly inferior to itiS prototype it, however, la a 
complete replien of the formal eleiuents and symbfdi.ini td the famouft Barniith 
An uiaijS'jption on the mihfi of tlim pilliiir gives rhe information 
that, another pitliir of Bodhisattm V'ajmpniji stow! near it. Fortunately, this 
haa also been found in which the lot^us with inverte>i |*etu1s and the entile 
dcaigii wjviug an .IfcAAnhi of the /*?irpci-6'Auto. in which the lotna wiifl plttoeil, 
ifl fnithfiilly repeated in u rather more explicit tnnuiicr, and the same is anr- 

Fig, 15 ihoiintjwl l>y ft sKpiart* stoma block carved with the railing deaign which corresponds 
to tho abacus in the other pillars and this whole was topped by a standuig Jlguro 
of FnjmjwTrtt. This proviis that the imdit ion for erecting pillars with a iiyinliolicAl 
nwaning and iledicated to the Buddha evolved in new fomiss and continued 
in the imagination of the people. Tlic idea hiul taken root in the Hoil and this 
iiidicatea that it was not a fortiigu Impoaitiou but u matioti of the Indian mind 
itself. uthcrwiBe it would have met the same fate as many a. foreign motif of fJao- 
dhtirw art which petered out in the coum* of u few Here at Banchl 
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(JIIFTA CHAKRA PSU.Vflf^ AT 

in th<( (iuptn api;, in the ful! rejiiirgenee i>f J.n(J)aii ami ifleap. Ihenneient 

lion capital reappear* in liiuny estanilile^. even the pillar* of the Mujuhtjta of 
the sainll but attractive early tJupta ahriiiu Imve the eimilar shaft, invertett 
lotu^. rable^itllpied necking and blwrk ahaeiiw surmountMl by a Htxwnl aquai'ed 
lion cup, tlip aiiimala oti whieli have doulile hoiiios meetiiig in a aingtc head at 
cadi corner, with a plam tree in the middle of each face, olivimiply copied from 
the neighbouring enteway sculptured (Marshall, Uh^, [i, 57). 

At ITdaiglri. about tiv« miles iVom S^uichi, stwjd uiiothi^ pillar of which Fig, \6 
only the lion uiipital has heen foujul* It i* an exact replica of the Aaokau 
Liom-apital of S^riueht, hut exoouteil In the tlupta period- Tim capital eonsUts of 
a Piiri;a-ghalfl with long inxiertod leaves, a caiihid necking, a ia)und abttcua, iiiul 
four itddoTBwi In tin* wntre of ihe lion-headais a aocJceii ainiikr to that 

of tidrnStU in which iuokc probably the Dlmnna-chftkrn aytubo! woa inserted 
but whioii is now missing. This monutneni ia no doubt an itiutation of Ua 
M fiurynii })rotO'type Imt there is an eleauint of ociginwlity tdso in the bcoups 
depicted on the round drum showing groups of human figures. 

OTUEH CTLVliKA PILLAKif IK REIdl^F: 

Apart from the fret*-standing examples of or Wheel-topjtcd 

pitlara we find their repreaentation with the three major demimta, viz., lotua, 
four nddoraed Uons or other animal!*, and dktikm a^ 1 using a frmineiitly reiw'fttcd 
nu)tif in the railings and gateway* of the at Siinchi. For example, on the 

we.st face of pllhir Tf of T,lio ground balustrade of StHfHi U we find the /)Wwm- Fig, 24 
cAnjl’To resting on the heads of four lions aud ibo latter surmounted on an 
ahucuH aupportiul utiove a lot tie bearing Piir'ittHjhaftt ou the toji of art eight >-si dud 
shaft (Mavaliall, ibid. ])i. I.XXIV, fig. ami a replica of tlie same ou pilliir !l witli Fig, 25 
a remarkable ilifference that a man and a woman are shown round die tw'o 
sides of tho shaft staiidiug with folded hands oReriiig worship to rJiu pillar by 
circumamhulatiiig it. This surely point* to the cult of the Chalrfi^itt^Mhha being a 
regular feat ure of tint religious belief of the people in the age of the early .hYil/aw. 

Not only was this cult worship true in the irase of (%fifhra-dkmj*i but even 
pillars surmounted by single animal figureji were olVeicd the aatiio iitloralioii. 

A pillar relief dojiitctod on a eoriUT railing froni Maihuril, w'hieb may be plactd 
also in the din'iga period, shows a with a single animal being 

sindturly worgliipiied by a IktHtjuid going roiiiid the pilljir in ajid pig. J9 

totidiing the slmft with llieir Imnds (J 268, tueknow Museunj, fig. 2a4i of my 
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Gu^^l^> Book- to the Affhtm{*ttM/iC/it of do‘ J/u^ruw, Jjttfttioo'}* 

The- ot.hi5c Uixee pin*>b^nm this pilUf Tjvidty Hopict the; e^Tcnw of festivity, daiic<^ 
aittl lunsli- a«tM>emted witli tliiM r.^u]t. It fiiity I"' truly ilvstriberi iih » ThnmltAa- 
mtihA being no less Lnpurtsiit than the litiipii^uktiha nf iind(>ii1 liierstiire. 

Oil the. smith f^rtst-«Pct-or nf ihf name haJimfrndv !,>(' .Slfripi IJ. plUar 
repeats clusi^iv ft (*kctt.'ftt-statnbha of the same kittil fttaniiitig m a sifuare T'Wt^l 
or raiiing ainiilftr to the previous tiro pillatB, lu shaft Is roimd and twperiiig mnl 
iis thuA tlosor to the MniAtli origins!. 

One the Oatoway pillar of *Sb7/>fl I!, east pillnr. siiwtli face, the lirtlstft 
of 8au<‘.hf linve (rOptiHl the f^mSt h prrjto-ty[K' or their ovt7i free-fitaiiijing example 
with some mote empliBsls. viz., the ptesem^e uf four lumi and women worshipping 
the Chaicro pillar and two eelcHtial beings throwing flowers. 

<hi the rmiibeni (.Tateiniy, thn mlrhlle seotioii of upper tund middle nn:lu- 
traves of tSiupri No. L, the reiiral pillar depiria i:lii- oarne kind of Vlnikftt w'ith four 
Hons, lotus, and a shaft i»sh)e a V^iSui adorned bv two bamiera. The Mtists are 
o loosed with this motif wbioli had bvi-onn^ a r<,*i;oi£ni>i£'d ayntbol of the UAnrnwr* 
cArtjt7tT-/wi«mjfr«w«, or one of the four nittjrir events of Budijhn's life. 

On the eastern trateway m ipjiite ii siiiiitar posttion on r.ha l»reat Sfltfio. 
the motif is re]ieiit»!<t twii!(' one above the other aa if its repetition along w'itb the 
Btulhi tre*’ wiis eonaiilerejl sticeially meritorious. Just by ita ajiJe nii thn inuhlTo 
section of the two architraves we liml only the four lions witliont the Chahft 
|>ut complete with slnift atirl lotus aa on tljo iinlepejidetit. Srincld lion i-apitid 
pillar described before (.Marshall, ibitl, fil. Xld- 

CULT fiK rilAKRA Wi-UlbiniP; 

tt'e luive pc^iuted oiil above tliat the worship of the 
Chrikn WHS a well established cult kiniwn as Chukm-Muha similar to the BtSpa- 
Miibtt (worship of the fitupit). RuHfia-Aftiht of the BfftJh! and 

other sacred Trees). (■Aftipl'Maim (worship nf Llje crfest of the Riiihlha), etc. As 
nmtent xrdigioua milts they were of great popularity and wide distrlbtitiotL. 
About ftiich ob^'ure roUgioiia rulk-eulh^ po(iui;ir in aiioient times are 
iiiencimierP. Amoiigat a large army of such festlvuEs the relative iinportaiicc 

^ For Uiuu|r]», VidckLu 3trt.ba. Kaga IdlIh M., CbaiifSa M., i^uiaja M„ Muliuiiiia M., 
Kbaiida {Skamb^ H.. JJlwHUt H,* a^rs M., N«ll M,, ,\yuta \l„ Rukktui M. 

.M-, Itrahnm iVJ., KHtahiri;^ M., Vuli^n S|., Iluitda Vewsavaua M., Tliutiii M., 
uTe. ^iefl liiirf io my Ijouk [w rrewl on Jie irnf Itiduin Fdi; Unfix (m Iliudih 





rUl.T OF CHAKKRA WOJLSIJIF 

of tlifi woryKiji «f fl^u Chak'ni fomtfully by ito oft-rL’pf*:)t<>1 

rcpTesentfttfou in wirJy Irulmn art- ha iit FiLarliut. i^auchf. (iorihagayn. Amara^ 
vatl, MuMiitJ-il kite. 

On thp PniAPHajit p illar af. fituM'bnt tL« wnrshlp of the Dhttrtw^rk^ih'd 
is tlcHi'ly depictu^t, the being installed in a jiavilicin with h high \auUotl 

roof rt»<tiiig on pilUira under a (runniiighmn. likarftttt^ pL XIIT)- A 

AiniilnT si-'eiii' of lihnnna^cknkfit worship by nolilea H(id princes, occurs on plate 
XXXI. 

We aho find in B liar hut art a nipt* til ion of the old ^imiith style of placing 
the Oti the heads of the four lions siinnoimtiiig a loMia top on Un- 

head of a slender shaft stid two tinde and female figures pjiying liomnge In* foldtHl 
Uaiidft, tiuNcern and garlands \ihid, pi. XXXIV). 

At Sfinnlii the ntiiiihnr of wjijolw showing tiif cult, of the U much 

Krentet, for it wsein* that the influence of the tdeiis and forms patroniaed l,iy 
Aioka w»ii more keenly f^ih at ilancbi than elsewhere. We hIao find onich 
greater variety in the di-piction of the scenes. For example, Chtitfn «n Trirahia 
being woTWhipxwrd (Maraliall, pi. tjXXJ\); Cftak-Ta only on |»destal ro- 
ci'iviiig houinge [ihtd. pi, L.XX1X}; worsliip of Chakrn plaoerl on Trimtivt and 
podeatid (»7>nh XOV. XCVIJ): CVmi^to on Lioivcapital [ifttfl, pla. Xt’U. XCV); 
(^hakra in wofnjliip but on a tong Hitnplo shaft (pi. XVIII, 32 spotes and tlcor 
rtlsti shown, «1«» on pU. LH" and LVp The [iresencn of the deer offers firm 
proof ihnt tJio artists had in mind the scene of BnddhaS firet sennott H^i iaU-d 
with the motif of Biirniitli C'kfiftfd. 

We sboidtl remernbeT that this particular aspi-t of lln- Cltni'nt oidt. vij:., 
its associntion with Buddhism i-aniifit be insiste^J npiii too luiich. In Jninisin 
a reguliir worship ufC'AoJtro had come from tho earliesr time and sculptures found 
from the KiiiikTdl T>1« ‘hibni ^topa hear witness to t he deifieiiMoii of the Chakra. 
Til art it had taken two forms, vix,, a (Imkra-toppeU stiiiidord shown on a 
bka k wit h Aide voliitcj* phteed on another block dcpictiujf four winged Hons which 
itself was placed on h bulhous btiis or fliitwi fnll-vinw wiU* o girdle fnsUmeil 
round its in*ck uiul anotlier on its Imw nml tliL* placed uu the top of a 

six'Aided tapering «hiift, the httsenienr of which rests on a sturdy bowl decorated 
with lotus petals and leaves. The imnio Chnkrtt^lh'itjit, Triikrit ClMkkajfmya, 
most, have been applieil to the CMkm piUnrs of ihls. tlcWiptioii 
J 24P, Smith, daitui SiHitii. pi, VIJ, Agiawnln, GuiJr Bwd tn tht; Archaeifiaf/tfal 
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Sfciitytt of thf LtKimow* Mmevfn, p, 6), This m6iif of thu Chnkya-suunhha frumm^ 
a TiT:t.h(inkftTa tog'fithf'r flith an Axh(a»ift>u/ahkfi Mohl is ri^pi*«ted on 

anoHicr Ayi}ff(ipatta <J ■^2, Smith, ihiii, pi. XI}* Wlicroiii* cm tW former w<f 
ftncl on ono ■aid** a pillar with au olophnnt on top, ou the latter that with u lion. 
It is appftTont that the Jaina^ had a* much cleep retigioiiw ftwling of reTerence 
for tliflae m thi^ rSinidliist^, and also the fnlloworp of the Ve4io troclitlou 

whoao beliefs about the Chakr/i will be distaeaeil laT.t’r. 

Pig. S2 The other foriu. that Cfinkra worship by the Jainna w'83 ^ivcri in their 

Hucient art is shown in. the depiction of a (Jhal'rO’ jifilfQ on a tablet of homage. 
The whole* Aytignixtttfi is oorkCftived in the fortu of s Chftkrn aupport4id on the 
arJiia of eight ^luidens of SjMice {Aih^dikk:itfn/{tit;o), the whohi encircled by 
a huge gtirhiiiii and Iniriiig four Tritons ijr Mtihorago figures ns supports in the 
t-ornerh, TJm ennh>&ing biiinis on the four Miilcs are mrciipieil with anaptc-ioits 
syiiiholA and eight SiJnAiivI mHiihm.** (J 24n; Smith, ihidt pi. Vlll), The Jaijias 
hava not only retained the complex symbols of the earlior times but conulderwbly 
re-in fon;<*d them from their own *tm;k of expanding luythulgical syrnlmliflui 
of which the nttbiiiinga were teal to the Jaiufts as to others* 

Fig. S3 A fit,ill more convincing argnuiont about the universal nature of theso 

religtoua aymbuU ia ftitnished by the Svashka Pf^lu (colltul Sothika Pofu iu 
Lfiitrr^ Lixt So, 1387), found from the Kai iWsIi Tlla and now preserved in tha 
Lucknow Muneuiii (6'tinfcpi. H. Smith, pi, tX. No. J.23U}. No 

one would argue that the fit'tMfUa was in any mafuicr the luonopoly of Jainas, 
(IS tiidc-ed. none of the auapicioua signs like the Mtimtmthuufi. I titjoyfiuti 

ttriatiglH-heudcd standard). /'>e'Yi'iyrt7f« (I'inmno}. Hatfia-pdtm, SoiidijMda PiirM' 
tfhaitt, (the great, garland) which tAjguther constituted a group of the 

Might Auapiciomi Signs, . could be claimed tlie exclusive poisaession 

of any one roltgious ecinimunity. They were the creationa of the anil and 
belonged to the whole frtople without distijirtion of race or faith. It h 
this oimu welcome tlial wc fmd writ targe ou the face of ancient Indian art, 
religion and IHerutiife. In the cose of hundr>*da of sue.lj niotirs including the 
KfApn^t^fikshrii A'rtdjw-f«/<i nnii a host of lutelary divinities {VyunOtrti T^eivitm) 
we have to consider tho Vtuakra eymbol as oiib of this large alphabet w'hieli 
constituted o wdiole language of religious idciw eommoii to the people through 
all times ami places, Tlioir univecaa! aspect Bhuutd never be lost .sight of. 
otherwise the meaning of the symbol would he Viistty curtuih-df und iustcad of 
its scr\-mg a« a pulsating centre from which uiaiiy facets of meaning emanated 
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thi? would bpcomc stcrcotyjipvt Hud out off from ita olotjupnt iwiwoe. As 

H muttor of fnct It is uiirurtoitatn thnl nrij oni> nhoutil uitrcMlui^e a foroigu ronsi- 
dt^rafiion iu probing the iiiciuiirig of such pre-erniiietit syinbois or motifs of art. 
as tfju Smstik^t, Chakra. Srivaski, fnfh'afJhtiaja, N<mJipatfa, utc. TLl> whole 
Iridiim ei^ilbsalion stands in tin* Imokgfoimd of oitr invostigatiou into the meaning 
of these motifs and this should be the right approach in studying the Cht&ra 
symbol. 

Kroiii the avidlalpb' evidence of early tJidmti art we find fchsti [n the 
milking of tbcsu animal pillars {Dhvajit or Ketw) thnre was great freedom of 
choice Htid elasticitj* of coinbitiation. We have both addorsed animals 
which were technically known as SaiiujhSta, like tltiyn-Saiiuftiitfa (add rosed 
hoise«V (addorsed elephantfl), Vyfifitmt’Sftmyhatti (addors^^d lions). 

N(tr(h$ftm!jha(a (romposite hiimitn-headed figures) etc. Tlicrc could also 
be single figure of animals and also of other objc'cts selected as the ensign on the 
pilhifs. 

KL.Uii!i UF KPtc; IIEKOtlS; 

In Uterattiro. attention is drawn to a long list in the A/nAdhAdrvr/o (Dropa- 
prnva, fit). 1—21}), The banners of the Mithfii/finruta heroes un the twti sides 
were dt'coralcd with a number of animal fig urea and other cibjectR cailud JjitkAfiMa 
ctt It3,fta. For exa m j^le, tli c /M rw/o of A rj un a w ns ailorm -d by a Mnh ti-kapi having 
the tail of a linn i of AAvatlhamg by a iHiled lion ; of Karna liy 

an elephant of gutdeu girth i of Kripuchru vh by ii ludi (Ow rin/ut, like r ho great 
Vfiiihabka of Siiiikuiiil : that of Vrishascnii by a golden pit*<-oir|{ like tjuit of 
Skamia ; of Su lya. king of Mmlrmliptia. by a ploughshare (►SiW); lhat of Jayadratiia 
bv a lioar ( Variiha) ; of ^lumaiLitti by n golden 1 »pi : of data liy a large 
elephant fh'trado )t of Ibirywlhana by a bejewclhul rhgdiunt (.'l/njaV- 

ntaya A'drpi) like the white elephani: of Itulra (5t.vtci Mahthnai/a of Devuraja) t 
of Bhishnia by the hvc^speckloil pnim (ffTfrno mnhatii BhUlmalt paiirha-ttfrr'^a 
tefWHii): of Ilrnpa by a Kmm^afu placed on a golden wdi and iilao with the 
mark of a bow nnd nrrow on it. etc. These banners are generally styled as 
and Dhvaja which were of irrcat mriety fflaAttcidAdHw). Indeed each one of 
ihont was assigned a jtafticidar svmiUjI {JiiijKt-iAtkffhma). colour (Trinio) and 
(ittuie {*Vdi>Mi) derived from the animal or ohjecti associated with it. They 
wore decorated with garlands ^Kf1nchan^Im^g-a^f^TtkrftHh< Dronu. 80.4), as we 
find in the cast* of aevcrul of the CJtnkran ilejncti-*! at SaiiiiiT. 



Ill niAKn.vimvu,\ 

linClj ruviil dvijflsty, kini; htyfo,’ luul i^<i wu'lt rt‘lijU[Uiiis tfiacficr, lisid 
own biintifr, thV rnrnn^r siumltrif? «<» til*' Ptisigti of terafioriil power of tktt .mrUily 
njlvr or /uAu/ri^i ami tlio latter of the spirittial nuthority of tlnr BmktnH tmc hur. 
The Lomase to the HarmiT wii»iiulifitive«ftlie Hhtkti vohmtrtfily givim ton pe^raoti 
or hi*' ereitd. As in lit.er»Hir*> ill «tl* we liud a whk rimge of fipiites pliiced on tlia 

top of Ihe [iillariH whirb uiav he dffslgiiatud lioth hh fiidjiAhm and 
Aioka gjvea lo hiis pilJjvn» the gcneml name of Dhnrma-sUtmhhti (Ik-ifltortw 
piy(rrf<ij(f hmim Cthi Haui ei^a nw 4i«irtrMflm.'7nr Wtai^mn-thaMni l-ofam. Pillar 
Edk't Seventh* [ielht-Topra. line 3a) or Hila-ihmnhhii. He himjstf!lf cx&reised liw 
ehoice in the seiectiun of atiinittl tjgnres either in grouiw or tnihvdiJualJy. Resiiloft 
Fig*. 8-12 tlie four lions found on tJu* Sarnflth ami Sane hi capitHls, we Jmvc other pillars of 
hii* tinio turiuountod bv a bull ftyowiVAti) as in ttif uftse of Hiiinpnrvfi pillar,, or 
elepliAiit as in the rase of Safikisii pilhif. or h alngk' liou tis on the Laiiria NHndun* 
path pilluT- irtioti f'hwitiig silt*** to Uave pcmi ii IIorse-eajHtiit at Luiubinh a 
Wliet‘hfiii]>it!i) mid an Bull'eftpital at wnlvastt. a Ek'p]iiini'irnpital at Kfijugriha, 
Iion-capit 4 ils at Kftiiilavjwtn. ViuiSlI and Pritalipiitra. Th«» lemi vime given 
was foliowetl liheTally in siiiuM'ijnent time? iwroorduii: to the indhioliou of those 
who w-'iinted to ookt sueli pillurs fora religioiia orisecular ptiripoae. [mitatimw 
itf A^kan pilhirs In variotie versions so far aa the- Aoinuils on the lop am I the 
various TOm[ioTieTits on the capital ai-o I'oiircrm'd, have Iwm found both at 
Blmrhut and Bniodn »h dctailnl above. 

In tlie BrfihmuniciiltrHditJon ako we find ttctna! apccinieos of flflriu,la-toppeiJ 
ptllftTf) oallod Gariifja-dhmja which shown tlnit the n»M* of the wonl ilhntjn for aiu-h 
lotia ahofta wutt in getwrui iwa. Tliia pariienlnr fJarHih'tlhmjtt pillar was orcoted 
to (tod Vishpu by a BliSgavata fireck who had eoro*' as an ambnsasirlor to the 
court of a king at Vidisa (fhuvnferfMo ijarHtp 4 dinnJr &t/a7h kti/ite 

b!iu;f4tt'*itma diywjifipi/rrerto y'>no ifUMtn 

p. 104), Til anoirnt Vidi^ at the name time wan ereelrd oruitlii’r Gttrudn-dhmja 
ill the shrine of Bhagavaii Ykhpit by riaulamipiil m, u follower of the Bliugavatn 
Dhflmin (ffotnndyaimfl btingavutma tAfiycrrafo prfmdvmims gamptdhmja 
htrito). There seems to havi^ been a cinrtom for such religious pillars in thw 
area of V'idi^ of wliieh SSnelii al-m fonu>j I>art- have found reniftins of a 
.^hkam-dhvttjft esihcd Mohirn-i/nshH of which the capital only, allowing (JiP 
erocoilite, is preserved. It wai* the well known banner of Kilimdeva. At 
bosmigar a pnlm-rapitnl wa« nlao found. .T N. Ibinerji riehf ly ihinka ibat the 
i]iti Tnln dhrnjtt and the Mahira-tthrujfi were dedicated to Ute 
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thrcn Bhfifftti'dtn tltitiajf, viz., Vn^tidi'vli, nixl rriKlyumnn, th^ 

t&st b^iiig an lueariitiaiiou of Kaiiuitie^va wliostci waii tLiA Matcnra, . 

jiM.'H/ 0 / Hindu Icono^raphifi p. It nifty In? notirr(*(l liPrv that In jiractical 

lifo a eloth banni’r with the particutar animal figun* of th<> deity jNtitttetl on it as 
vt'oll a» a atone ot wooden aliuft topped W the aimintl Hguro in the roniLiI. or 
bv the ftanie carved in relief, served an e<ii!ally uscdiil ptirpoije and they were all 
Icgitiniate symbols' of the deity that was worshipped. 

ANCIENT TFAHC P1LL.\KK: 

TliM asiaociation of n pillar fir of a Dhmjn with a relipifniB fihrine was a 
very aneieut feamre. !t begnjj iji Irs original form with the Vedh: snorifice or 
Y^jm. Ill oaeh Tajno there was ei'eeted a Vfipo or s«mfi<’h»l pillnr tn the centre 
/if the d/iiAd-iwh oonveivod an^ the Navd of ImtitorUlity .VdWiift) 

or the centre of ihe universe {Bhnmm^ija yubfnli. liV. t. 104.1tj>), Tliia was , 

generally of wood and in Veclic tiroes ofton flddix^awed as the Grcfit Van<i.$p((ti 
with a hundred am! tlioitaand itranehea {S^nfturtii'ufiii, $atAt*ul4ii ); but there were 
stone wrihcial pillars also oxccted 011 the spot where some Jiocalde sacriiice 
hod been eelebroted, This is ahowri by the twTi stone I'npw pillars found near 
Tjalirant-ghnt Irotli the bed nf the Yamiinii and now presa^rved in the J^lathum 
MuEjeitm. They seem to have served aa couimemorative pillars after the Vajila 
was over. .Several woodon YUpa^ or sactihria I stakes fpiite as hig as the Mathura 
pilhirsi have been found at iwveruT phices a» liatK-ii fKctah), Itartiala fJnipurh 
Niindsii (Uduipiir), ICciaain fAlhihabadu). Xagnr {Jaipur), Itijaygarh (Bhartpur), 

Tlie Brilhmapn Tests prescribe an dial ionite ceremony for making the wooden 
1 il/xnt uml they were snstalled in tin* sacrifiriul ground na »n essentinJ part of 
the ritiiuL No csaiuplc of a Tfipri from the Vedic nge. has survived by the very 
nature of the pertishal'ilL' mnteriul of which such pillars were made. 

Hesidei! the Injn/rj ii pillar was. also asefoviatifd with a burial mound of 
earth or which wa^ imHCi] on Hie spur of oreniHtion or fmivra! pyre 

as li custom from the remotest outirpiitv, Tlie specifimlty refers 

to three ihirig? as a niemurtal for the iIcikL vif!.. I he deposiTitjg of a tipureof 
the (iodiiesa Pfithiin {Ul fc sUtldtiiiimi ftritJtiflnt), piling nlnds of cuHl.h 
parhnam toyum nitiadhai), and eroctUig n jiilhir (efflMi piUmt 

flhnntifitntu) on which ir was snpposer] that, iiod Yuma, t.ho Prinu'val 
Ancestor, took liis s<!at f.lrrn rniHoVi RV. X. Tin* biiHitl 

mounds nt Laurin Nandangarh furnish proof uhoiit thcsi: tlirvo edeuumts. 
i 
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A goltlen %iir» of Hit* 1'jH.rUi Oqtliloiw iviis RctiiAlIy foutLtl in moTtnrl IT unt! n 
littleTni'!«w It n Iiollow tsliuft, lO'' in In wiiioli onw i*n vw>d«n Alinft waji 

pkcAil. fit iuoiiikI Ml tha shnft at a wooden pill&r was aetuiilfy fouiii.1 in 
situ, Tlip pitl&r wws au purt af tJie niound* It status that 

febis partitnibiF iirci* wJiew fiftt-en fturb iiifiuit({» Imvc surviTed, was eotimdt«rcd 
to be of hallowed aoclijiijty aod AAoka liiinself out of Jtomc sjMfcinT ocuiwdcriitiou 
Hojecteti it a» h site for eret^tunr n pillar at « ciiatanee of ahoat iMVf) ft^ Tbis jliokati 
Fig. 11 i-iduton. inll attd tapering and surmounted hy o lion U localEy known as Imut Jiaha. 

Fig. 56 i.e.t Ibe Filltir iX'ity, iimilnr to Uie Khthu Bt'ihti of Bt^^iutgar, boil) Xonr pSkt. //]' 

and KMut ffjki;. ^kninhha] tneaning tbu amne tiling. The lUAneiaHoti «f 
Oofl VaTon with the fimiTol pillar or of Vishnu with tbo Bhnt/amtfi (jtifutjla'ilhmifi 
pillar confers on this kind of numument u definite divine identity hy wliioh its 
rank as a deity was osaim^d in the niimla of t he |>«ople. WHint Aioka had in miiid 
at Ltinrirt Knndangarb w'na repeateil hr liim at ijaiielil where in an^oointion with 
a Stnpti ho oreeted tho Snnoht pittdj In front of the South Uatevray of the (Irent 
Stupa (A/uA/J 

This Aasocialion of a fl'dlb a jttllur hecame so mnoli ostnblished 

ill popular tradition that when the Chuttifa wos transferred to a rork'i'irt okiji* 
Ftg». 38*50 VAtion, as id tho oaTlieot Chnityn TTnlls fonnd in Western India like Karl« and 
Kanhen, the free-atauding pillar in front of tin.' fa^iule of the I'ave also (vennme 
an essentia] element of the arcbiteijtnn* of the Cluiiit/a Hall, Aa we have sliuwu 
elsewhere lUi mrrai'atod rock cave was known as KtrtL a wotdtn^<.sJ lu Toiikutiika 
oopper-plftto iiiseription fonnd at Kanheri {(tdtwr kirli^t Athir^fith bfnynttt, JBIiltAli 
V. p. 32. pi. XXVI, and my artleh', KJrti. Klilinitikhantul tCfrtistunthha. Vilk, 
6j FebnmTV 1957, p. N7). 

PILLAR AS KlRTI-R'miBIIA : 

TUcoe free-standing lofty pillnta wero, tburefore. styled as Klrti-suitnlyhji, 
u pillnr asaoeialed ndtli u Kirfi ur rock-<;ittoave. fiiieh Klrii ox excavated cave 
enshrme<l in its aiisidal port,ion u atone OAnifyn or l?tup(i. In foci, tho ontirtt 
architc^.'tilrul plitiming of a Chaitytt Ghara or Vkaityn Hall was in the nature of a 
religious shrinerallatl CktiiiijnrPTiWida which tncluded a Oothhu-jirihi. n 
and 0 Prttdahkinxi-pathit. Tlie religious nature of theac OAuifyn-pillaTa or 
Kxfti*stitinlifms can not ho over emphasisod. Aj* shown hv the Prddfikcishinti 
performed round smdi pillam by devotect holiling tlieir humls ui Anjali-mttdrd. 
by divine beings showering flowers, aa pointetl out above, it becomes eertam that 
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nhft pitliiT fiiilfe wail a rvality like other rehjtious onita aiiJ tbiit riie pillar was 
consifiere^i (^0 be b lieity in vijsihbi form. The Kirti-stftmhha. the re fore* atandin^ 
in frrujt of a f'hoitya Hull w-iis of as mu eh laiut^tity us the inside the 

i^ave. VV'e hfive further prttof of the religions ohiirarh'r of »ut'.li u pillrtr. 

There wUit in laitikii » Cftailffa dedicalLH] to a goddess after whoife name 
the celtgvciUjs shriofl was eullad .YfA'it»n6/uld Chait^n. Them a large pillar was 
planterl wlrieh ia itu'iiriotied Prtlmda-sUmbhi* 

hmuijinfiiitfthnlmu, Smitlom Kn^ila. 41t,i7). There arc: also lltentry 
rndii;atioD9 l-hat this Chfiiltfa-^hinthha was oiiginaUy the su-ine as u Ynjftt in ihti 
y'ajtut. for I he makes referemie to a C/rriiVya i.u., h pillar on 

a (Jhaittfa Moimd. Krlshiin riding on Gurtirlu laeomparod to a I'fFpii pillac over 
a Vh^ihja giving an idea of the loftiiu'ss shown by tliia inutual placement (eAin* 
Uiyi'mitfsfi yattUtmntam hjaintn m 

fihiutynyiijm iii'orAejtiAnV/i/i, i^ablm Parva* L^oona. ii2.'2’2). 

A sj)e«iul term foniid in a Kai lu edve inscription {So. 1. 7, d,} la 
thufio, whinli in all probability was the name of i* pillar erected on u coound w'ith 
bodily relics buried inside it. more or les-s corresponding to the Chttifija 1 iJpo. 

hi the uneitnit iiiilt belief the Ckaiti/a had »B much aanctity and divine 
rburat'ter as any ininge. and a mmuiment assoidatcd with n Chnitija was the idvjei-t 
of Wfirsliip aei'oniing to nil the ritululietie detuila that were obseivotl in the temples 
of (rods. This fact needs to be eniphasisod* for wc are apt to T.tiiak of tin; Cfiititffii 
»)S a mniiniful avmbol t>f the. Huddha'a Pfin’inVI'rirnr. In fnet, it< was not so and I he 
entire representation of tin' f-Aailyit symbol In art ulTuivts the drnresti proof 
that the .S/m/vi in as as intich » symbol of reUgiotts joy, as the or 

till Zfwf/ti-iJfifrff/ej Ini1e4;d the scenes of worship on the lintels of Jjiina 

from Kniihrd J Tlla bespeak of the inherent glftddeiifd spirit of the wonshtp- 
pers. The highest ecstatir will of the comiiiunit.y taking fonri as the Mn/tn-cfHMyii 
ifv the key-note of the mugniftcent lU^scription giveo in the d/yAd-t.finj^iiti. I’he 
miSLiig of a Choily^ seeinsS to be in the eves of tbo bn tide rs, a phenomenon of 
lawmic significant in which all classes id’ royfalty. jirieiitai mftrehante and 

workmen particlpatod with tht? highest cnthnsiasiu in a Bpiidt of joy and utiivctsal 
arichimnticm. This must have been the spiril behimi the building of tiin StH^nnt 
foutiti at Vftjiliiiisl (Sririiath) jiml «f *he rht(ira-stm}tthtt which was an essential 
elcmont of the same. Both aU>od us toftiy banners prochiiming the triumphant 
message of Ihe apiritof Man, or the divine elrineut of niitiire, orofthe niatii- 
foatatiott orimnioitid life thrmigh the body. Aathe I'nljfW wus mounted by a 
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«r jiIxkIi* of 1b*‘ tioiis «> waft tliL' Stiipti j-rownnl by u Httrmihl 
^rliertf ulT llio i>i'»Y/^ live w jocwiftb?. 

niEE PILLAK8 AS PAET OF TI^aiPl.ES; 

The assoojntioQ of d pilhir with ii temple became a regular feature in later 
art aa ihown by many kint> (rf pillara Fonm'ug part, of the temple arehitecture. 
Fig. 57. e.g., Aj/akfi-khambfiff {ATiifika-shmhha) fouTiil at AniaravatL ■Tagayt^apetta 

NagnrjuuIknpJa aa parta of tiif Stupi itself; Brtihmft'ntnintihn or Mana’ift^tmbha 
in .Ini[ill teinplea erected in front of i-oIix^haI imaguji; Liiiya a 

pillar tuarked with the lAAffit form of the deity (Acharya, of Ifiitfln 

p. 54ftJ; (ffifiuhi^novtiifin ajssoaiatwl witlt tlu* aign of llliugavan 
Voaudeva fotmd iii Easinajtfiii' (t<sfcrmi<i to iibove); lAtkikmy-fchamhha or the pillar 
of the goihleiu Lakshtiu, U monolithir eoUtmn iiiitcFiWd ivith tlit^ name (Aeharya, 
i6id. p, 54U);. Go^io-bheriiTjujo pillar, a monolithio pillar witb a hgiire of 
Goit^itt-bbfrttntjla on the top wliicli was the sttfiie ikn a t-oiiventtonaliiied G«ra^«t 
tifec'ted by Chamupda Ilai in JU4T (Aidmrya. {bid. p. 552). 

A few facta emerge Hbmtt tlie pillar from the foregoing aroomut ae follows:— 

1. ’llie ptlhu' was a Vodic com^optum as where it lias theeoaiiiic 

backgraimd identical with Iln:ih7ii(tri itsuLT and sTgnifring the support 
of the universe.. 

2. The Yiipo or Uie aaiidfieial pilkc was the visible type uf itie eoamic 
pillar wdiich was jii^ oriahly erootod in every r<ijjw. 

S, Tin* irlea of fhe y-ffjw was transfermi to the roxioii of Yama 
in rhe fiiuiTal gi-ounil and it bcnujiie a Amaiiym Yiipa 

or CAirrfyn y1Tp^r or (•bfiitifu-sttmihlm. 

4. The mantle of the Yajm Til/w fell on t he f^iibsequeuti l*rnifihh-Sl<ttnbh« 

Of Df>Kn~f(t<itt\iiho. 

5. This took the form of a ttiiirersal cnb of .SfontAAo-worship (Stauibha- 
Htoho], glorifying the Sfttmbha ns a daity. This forma part of the 
hrciiid-baserl ^Kipnlar pimtheoii in which the religious aapect of the 
piJltir. whether it was roppil l)y a OhitkM {(%ikf<t-»ttnnbho), or by n 
liou (Sifhhii^fifamtihti), nr by a (jomdft ((^rtuIo-’Stotubfui}. or by a 

tree etc., predominated. In reality it te the poopto 

whft eoiH'i'etiar their ideaa and [trnrdirtis aa a deity A very 

large fiiiTnl>pr of such gods and gOtldcESea, us eDumerutetl in tho list of 
AlahiiSiddtm, bad t<ak<.’M form lii jKipiitar imagination and come to 
stay in their oiilt, Tla* ^itomhlut was abo oae of theiji. 


IIEAKING OF THK flLVKBA^*rAa«HA OF AlSOKA 


2t 


MEANING OF TFn-: GHAKJIA'STAMBHA OF A^OKA: 

Ilrtving gone into tin* outer form, liistory and cvolutlou of tin* PiUnr. 
it is now rietiessarv to go into tlie inner meaning of the sytnholiaili of thn Awkaii 
liion-eapitRl or more projierlv tlie wUieh aecording 

to AAokii himaclf was o Dhctttm'ummbfiH ami in .laiiifl iratlvtion a Chrd ro-dhmjit. 
It is valid to fiite all these terma smoif from iW «vi(lt'ni:e at ourdiaporiHl tho pillar 
in tiiicinnt times wan ktiowii by many names as SAamMo [Uttartthha). UtatiMa 
(derivative, 37fajP(/jAft. Thjtmhit. TAollw* etc.). } wAji ideriviilivc, 
tderivutiviv Lnwjla. tAmf), Dlnmja (derivative, JhuifU, StJidltyl (derivative, 

etc. In unfiont nrrliitwdum the buiUem eouetyvqd of as inffluy aa a thousand 
{lillarK. The Sabim Parva refers to s biu AasoiubK llall Tvith a tirindmd doons and 
a thoufHitid pillars iS(hnl^isafntmvr frp/trtt?>A hiddnWtm mbhWt nutmi, 4o. Aft), 
Tim origin of the tiietapUysj<ial eotuseption of the pillar Lt found in the Ritfvetl^. 
TUe Pillar is the Ajiin Mmidi, Hie vertical support on which all the worlds find 
their stable placenient> The word for the pillar is 

Skfttnbhttmi, The won! Sbtrfibfm is not usial there. The central idea is that the 
hcav«*n and earth (D>/itm-prUhim), the UniverKal parents (darufi't) of the cosmos 
with its time nnd apace dimensions hiivc tliuir firm foundation reititig oh Skitmltfia. 
He, w))0 does tlii(* iro^imic feat, is the Great (lod Tiidru, who hitnjielf is the most 
excellent of all pillar?, {Skfibhjtfdn), Tlic pillar on whifli IK', ns the Crcjittur, 
has Hnpjiorted thcae woHiifl is tlie Sun [Siir^^ifa chftjthtmhkt!. si'tjjnhhfcnijnff 
ulnUayduft. KV. N. in.oh l^nrya U the highest, ijyniliol of the divine imwcr. 
the Arrhctypiil i^illur or support of the wtude m-ation. Ki *?acli system of 
world onler its central fiitcruni is iSfiryn, the blaming source of Heat. Aud Light 
which the V(!das dm'lnre to be the symlKil of the Snpertnd t^nu *jr the Divine 
Brahmiin, The Cfutkrtt ia lije best symbol of Surya mimifeared as 'rime, tio the 
tireat Surya-tihakra. which is also Bhav^t-tfutkrtt, is identtcnl with Kiiiti-tkakrft, 
the rotttting Wheel of Time, liulecd the Vwlie seem tliink of million.^ and 
billion.'* of Svma in an axial idignmotH which make up the innnmc.rablit galaxies. 
ounstcIUtionn. Milky Ways aJitl HniverBes. The Hilar and the i,%tkrii were both 
visQalised in the form of tin* Sun in heaven, Sdnfti, which U the main stt]spori. of 
the vosmoa revualing Idi® tuajeaty of Bru/mnn. Thus fortified in their basic 
upprmch in thinking of 5rfrA«i<in as Skninhhif, the Ifillaf (ef. Shttubha-siUtti of 
the .l(A«nyri'rr/nJ wliieh is the aoiiree for world eniarndion and its immortal 
centre stjppOTl. the Hi shift coned ved ofaeosiui!: arrow (yjdi,io) piercing the earth, 
the sky and the heaven by the siiiglonesa of ira power, that is, bringing the thn-e 
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wopld« ittto A iinifierl or iniegrnl pnTtem< This is tmm« a® t.he shaF^^ 

of tlU' pillar. It? tall fttatnri* (^xoinpliili^ tlni int-rmstr powor rmiiatihg in all 
dm*ett(>n» from an inriaiblo point which is ics immoTtat trantre and lq which Uo all 
the <lyn«mit- forces in a atnfe of qitiot reflt (iSMiff). 

The shaft of the Asokan •;ohiTim iji also nn aesthetic ony^tion hy mt-unB of 
its alemlor tttpermg, tall stature and Uy ihe proper harmony of height ami 
diumoior. and hIhjvx? nil by the limtrotjs slieen which roHocts on oarrh or in tnatrer 
llip light of the Sun in ht-avi'ii. Tin* royal m-ulptora fi’tjd-tnhh^) 

who undertook these lidiic eoinmissionH ou such a grand aente and execute tliotn 
with an niiwtory of technique, deserve the highest nuwfl of praise. Tl 

has been opined l»y soiuc wrilerF tlmt these originated md. on (In- liidiaii soil 
tint somewhert: else in any part of the world. This u an argument which fails to 
take mde of the stout tdbuffis of thoiio workmen whose ]«piritnal contem^ 
por.'iries w'ero the inithors of the irjeas which the former Were called upon to 
oxeciito in stouc and pot into Tisihle form. Like the two wtun'ts of a ehariot the 
Undinionl skill and ide^ut go togetlii'r. The dynaiuiam of the Indian mind 
tranamttreil to the Indian haitda was ttiilEtieat in every manner to ratae such 
mohiiment^ ns tiw Lion-eapita!. There i* not tJie slightn'st doubt raised from 
any tpuirter tliat t.li« proto*types of tin* t.idl columua wwe being rognlarly carved 
in woml ia the form of the siu'^riticiat Yi'ijifut from at loart two thous:ind years 
B.t\. since We begin to (ind mention of the Yfipti as tho stateiy lord of the forejKt 
raisirig it# head above it» .mirronttdings. The Yilpa was n faet uf every day life 
in wliich the whole pe«pU. look intj’rvst a» the inatiiniiioii of Ytrjm demonstrates, 
If the XcJiHf is an Ludigenmw prodnci of t he Indiau soil, tin- carving tif the 
Yiipii WHft miicl* nvon* m oiul ti is rightly s|>okcn of as the ireation of hidwt. 

There arc disthict Tcfereneos to those who were the t?ar\'ere of tlm Jijimftt'ial 
ptllaTa (1 Mjpii'f'/'/iefdl*, 11V. 1, tfr2.0)] doing t-iie work of outtitig and chiselling 
by nieaus of tools referrod Co as SvadhU'i (arc, RVJILd.ft), or V&H (adxc), which 
wore tundc both of chopper (KV. VTIl, or in still earlier timcil r>f sioue like 

the lithic Ofdt^^ (KV, X. loijrt}. Carpenters 
annwl aritli iheir toob w«ut out to the forest and having felled big f r^tw for 
fashioning the TiJ.jww transported them to the villages, Thw two cpitliets ViijM 
-rmeA'ii and Yfipa-iiihn refer to these two openitione. TJio k'tI;po was not a 
mere shaft of the form of a log but dcfinitfly imrved with ficvonil details one 
of which wa« the ('/(mMh or the upper ring (RV lH. 8,iU), corresponding to 
the roimd drum of ASokau pillars. The loftiness of buoIi later capitals is a point 
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whuih st^ruck even the tHKieiit <)bs«f\'er& wlnt tiicni with the (projecting 

hni'tt on the heAdfl of aninwlK {KV. flL W.IO] lijid imution rheb tuU Atatarv 
(IWsAimin.) rifling high obove the oartU {(}fiittt'a.ifii9kthit; UchrhhmifttJu-a mwt^- 
p(ft^ vfirshvioii pirithfVyn ttithf, KV. IIJ. riiesi* lofty yuiiiiftciut pilhita 

have beon given tho nAiUi* of Bannei^ *if Sacrifices Kelu: RV.II.S.fi), 

whic;h wore p«i up for genera I prosperity (f-Wpt'/iiimyffAm i^afAtriesflfiihAnP/rtjt/o. IIV. 
IM. w.'i), liideotl the Fojflft in Vedic times was the e^pTRswmn of oommimal 
weal like the Htupa which Also aignitied universal giKid forf un*? as witnessed tu the 
diwcciit of the tJreot Man Purmku), Uete \f> on esfapniilat identity betwecsn 

the Souithtifft/ft or prosperity ideal behind till sucli banners whether raised in 
Hnlhnianiflm or Buddhism. The practice of t^rving such iiiigi; pUhtra was an 
art which continued Tor more thiiii 2tM>(l ytiars sineo wt: fiml in the .ItshfmJAifthf'i h 
r*‘feri‘nr*’ Itj traders vrhosi' merehantliae consisted of pillars fi'^/Auiio-tAJ«i, Pilniui 
n.1.50) UTid who werti dcstgikafed as Tin^re ware guilds of 

wood-enrver* and i,^ar'Wrighta who plied ilicir trade up fnnl down the rivera in 
wooden [dllnrs lined for the nonairiJction of hoiisea and axlei* of carta «t«. Many 
kindfl of ^nllars^ and stake® may have been iinrhided in tliis ftouriahiiiK industry of 
auciout tiraofl. TVenty-fivfc dcniiiriea of this cruftsnmnahip pmseded Mn* moiiu- 
menlal Asokaii pillarsi of atom'. This indScatas lUot there was no blank in the 
preeeiling miUeniiia in the field of working on wondon pillara of almost the 
aaiiie size as seen in t he A4okan cohininii. ^Vlt t-iw ttfchiiical details were a praet.i!*-!d 
art of guilds of workmen. It is merely a utie-stjou of traiwitioo from one iiiAt.erial 
to anotlier. ollierwise a teeUnieuI t'^|jen«iiee acontninnlateil over centiiriea did 
preet’dt' the carvinp of Manryan columns, .lust as in the making 4^1 munitmeiitiil 
patewnyR ami railings {d/rt/m/or<i»m-t!ei/('Air) round and Eumilar to the 

fashioning of the dimensional vaulted rilis and sUireenn in Uw Chntlifti Hulls iji 
timber, prior to tLo adoption of stone, so also in the cjujc of the pillam the same 
ifivolm.ioimry fact holds good. All art e3q>erts agreti that tin* joints of the 
upright cross-bars anil tropings im well as several decorative motifs of railiiigi^ 
at Blmrhul and iSrnu'lii are horrouvnl from wooilen prntotypea. The flame pheno¬ 
menon shonJ.1 not be ffirgotU'ii in the ense of the pillur®. Moreover, . veti curving 
of shine is crtilonced from the Ro/eedo which makes elimr refm'JU'^r to a stone 
pulley nr wiied (.l^m' 4 - 4 ;A«Ara, RV, XJtil 7). to stoim-fatod wdlsM^wioVyartraffl. 
RV, II. 24 rA) and to thv art; of carving by rueaus nf stone celta ( ViUihhj^ tal'/thaht- 
smitnmafibhtli. RV, X. KJI, lit). Obvioiwly a complete absence of the art of 
working in stoin? in the pro-Mauryaii age cannot be mEiat-cd upon, since both 
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literary referentiea and arcliaelogical evidence boar witneas lo the anoo flourishing 
art. of carving sumi-prucious stones, as shown by tihfi tryst,sti casket from the 
Stilptt at Piprahwa raised by the relativea of the. Buddha soon after hU Part' 

In the Chakra-^taruhtitt there ta an idea and a fonu botli of thout plaocd 
in n jn^rfeot balance aTi,<l wo esnnot ttsar T-he one from the utiter since they HLand 
or full together, if the one was indigenous the other was equally so. In evory 
detail the idea was bom on the Indian soil rooted in its several niittaphyaical 
traditions and was pxit into mare rial form vn (he strength of technieftl esperienee 
gained through a long duration of time in the preceding ages espciduUy during 
the Jaimpuda period which was dbtiuguishvd by the riac gf ninny ^itp(U, 

PCR;^A- CtlTA’i’A: 

Tlie next element in. the upward format unfotdmeut 
of the Pillar is the Pnr^M?‘^fAM^n with overflowing lotusdeavea. This hua often 
been styled aa the hrif with inverted foliage by many a writer looking for foreign 
influences hi the making of the Chakra'Starnbha, A detailed analysis of thk 
motif gives a completely different view. There is not the slightest evidence nnj 
where in ancient Indian literature that the 6(.dl was ever employed in suoh a 
position. In 6icr. it ia the Ohafa or KalaSa that we find forming part of n pillar 
basemimt or capital. This was the Pama-l’ahia of the Pigevda [RV, ITT, HS-TS), 
PfirJWj'flAjda of the Piiltand Aganta Ij^vratiirci MtidtffftJtt-fjhafn nt ilH'ntfala 
of popnlnr tradition witlj which the hontea \vm> decoraUd and which was the 
first object to be conaccnitcd in thit rcltgiona and domestic rit ua?s. The view that 
it IB aomehow a bell b totally iitit^nnlde. We may cleaTly annlyse five conii>o- 
nent parta in this motif, viz., (i) a narrow recessed base, (u) a pinched belly, (tii} a 
bulging shoulder, (ivl a neck fnstoned with a cord, and (v) a rim. If it were a belt 
there would lie no recessed base, no cord round the neejk anil no iippar vertical 
rim. Then the long overflowing recurved petals and the suiutler sojmts have 
no relevance in the vase of a beil. On the other hand, nil these elements nre 
perfoctly jmstifiod in the oaise of a Full V'ase or Pvrntt-fjhitfti overflowing with 
leaves. 

It was alao known as Bhntlra'kitlti4a. the Auspicious Jur in the 
(RV, X. (innx hhttdrt} kftlnin kriynntt$\^ TIjc AlharUftvi^Itt invokes tlm 

motif rtf the Pilrm kumbha ns a complete picture of an IndiJin household, 
full with all the blessings and felicitous fortunes AV III. 


Pt!K?iA-GHATA 2.^ 

12.2). Ttift pillflr of tlio floxisc is utao invokwl coitnstlUng an aaoeiit along it hy 
the [xath of truth aMirttkii AT. iTTi In the end tiu' 

image.n- of the t^dy of thn Home, Ilia Rt^rual VTonmn, is given in <-leaf terms os 
IxtAfing the Pnnyhbmbhci, the overflowring pUeher vith Btreanw of GAfiM and 
dMritit stored in it: 

Pilr^^m nari pro, bhura hi^n^thmefun'i 

ffhrUmf/tt ilJtiirtifn ituvritem AV^ HI. 12.8. 

The motif of the >Vomttn W'ith a Full Vase canttnued tlirough tlie ages in 
popniar Iwlief. HS shown l)y the tuenthm of Pffritni-jtuwWtrt Kunt/fi aa one of the 
anapioious symbols in the Lumhuij protiesaion of tiuttcn .Miiya Devi (LaU'tu 
Vutara, Vnklya cdn., p, 71). 

The Eternal Worn an ia r.hn symbol of Mother Eartli. the principle of 
imiversa 1 fertility,, whloh is the support for the shaft topped by the Piimfit'ghufa 
motif, The Atharmreda tnltw* tlvi* as the womb M’liit’h 

eoneejilfl within tr the mystery of the birth of all oreatnres (AV. XIX, 53.S, 

Piirntih htmfAto adhihlla ifhffoA/tnTft tJO* b'ibtiihd nw sntj/oh). The 

oversowing Rdtage rovering the Vase is the sign of the Itixnriaricc of life being 
produced from this gocmina] source. The ^ishi of the Yiijnrveda oleoiiy nientioue 
the Full Vase ns the real progenitor of all beings by its mystetioos power (Kmibho 
janifti Meliifthili. Yajiirviftla XIX. ft7), Tlicre is a oJe4ir inxtnpoiutioiL of the two 
ivitcgories of reality, the one is imdiirereiitiftt.ed and unniatufest (Eh'itrn) iiiul 
the other differrutiatef! and manifest (JlnhudM), This ia seen in the sitigle 
Poti anil the umltiple folinge issuing from it. 

In ancient termiuologt' it reprraenUHl the NUtitpab. tlic bhio lotos which 
in medieval times was known as LifopAnr. In Islamic architecture it waa 
carved on the top of the ddiiie w'liicli the workmen termed as iltmjjitittu, i.e., the 
sweeping kmg leaves with upturned onde. Wo may take the combined Katana- 
Atmhka motif on the Sikhara of the Illnrlu ahrinea vrn a ooittinnation of the 
armient i/offyn/a-xrAnfo motif rcproilucod bi a coDventionidis 0 d A>rm with 
flntingH in place of the Icwvw. That it was intended bv tfie Manrvan artists 

■ m 

to bo A Pvrrfth^hirfa with leaves is made certain by the form of the motif m 
biterpretcd during times on the railing pillars found al Hilrnath itself. Ptgt. St-32 

They knew the orijrrnal and their commenwiry, evolved in a contmy or 
so only, has to hr aeceptifd an of the liigheat authority. On two of the pillars 
Xo. D(ti) I find Di«) 7, the side-acenes illastratc two ChaJin:-stumhfiait in winch 
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the shnfta *ue ms(?rt(Kl in ti Pfjritu-jAafa nt; the losver tnd and topped hy 
anotlicr Punia^/tain overfloiriiig with leaves slid gArliuidB, Ilsru oue sees 
the essential parte ot' the Chttkra-ifUimhhai, namely, the top-moat Chakra. fNlrp/f- 
hmhha ttud ahaft with the differeann that the four lioiw are replaced hy a TfiratM 
fivmbol to impart to it a rcligioua iiteauiiig with mate olaritj- (Sahni. ClminJogm 
of thr Sdrnnth Mu^etim, pp. 20- 0, Dte) 1. Dfo) 7). Here a pleaaiiifi combination 
of mnuy symbotfl like the Qkakm. rriratna, Piirwo-tf/w/o and ia uotbvd. 

Thr Hftlnc tradirioTi of the iti the bascmimt and on i)tp top u{ 

the ahttfr. b iner. with in tlie art of AmurriFatf fFureusson. Trf.e amf Serpejtt 
IVorshlft. pf. LXXXIX), 

The rope riwlfiied round the nedc of the pot makes H a Mckhali Ghala, 
pot witli a girdle, referred to in literature also. In the f«eo of thia cUmr te.Hti' 
luouyr of the ancient writere theiuselvea one cannot aec«i>f: tlw idcH of the 
iu this conteit which lias iso meaning both from Uie point of view of literary 
timl art traditions. Tlic Putm-ghata Imd five thousand yeaTs of history before 
and liehiuxl it wlien the Mattryan carvers took it ih the fiillnew of joy. Apart 
from its continuity in the Vedic aector of time, iu stibeequeut arc it contiimed 
wit'hout break and indeed, haa come down to mu own day. For example, we 
find it depicted in many forms and with peat variatjous, At Bhnrlmt we find 

the four Clemente, TiX., the full VHse, Uiiaeo, elephimts and the woman treiited 

together, reminding of the woman and the Pma4uaMfi of the 
TTere the etenuil wWau is depicted as (Iwhless SrM.ahsbmj. and U i» a fem- 
lity motif no doubt. At SSm liT the full vase inntir m associated with n ri^jing 
loteJK crepjwr of nipKat motif characterisiig of early rcpresseutatioiio Ibere. Th« 
full \TU('‘ it^oir ia covered over with lotua petals htuI purtful in the TnidilU' by a 
baud. The lotu.'i creejHfr biK-omes the rkitig uieandcT at .\inariivati with greater 
elnboration of leavea and flowew. fJu an ivory plarpie from Kapi^ u cluirmiitg 
oxainpk of the full vusa is seen with fine lotus flowora, Heed'pods and A^ka 
flowefB. A special feature ia a scarf girdle with rich decorative pau.eni tied 
round the shoulik-r^ of the vaaa. This is very near to the sp«Jidmnn at Mathura 
where ihi‘ pot. flowers imd girdle are of the highent aesthetic appeal. Tim 
motif also travelled to Greater India, e.g., ite formal treatment surmounted by 
a, risinw lotus tliixorut {Ptuhnalatft) and addorsed nuimalB on a steJe at Auuradha- 
piir (otU century A-O.) in Ceylon (Cooraarawamy, Yak^ftan), ami on tlie Stupa of 
livrobmlur I8ih century 1 iu Java (ibid, pi. 4{>, fig. 4. jwirt II, pi. 20, Hg. 3). A 
coroinon feature seen on the exaniplea from rJiucliT. Mathura. Kapiaii, AmnravatJ, 
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Ai)uriif]]iapiir, is thp flowery gtrflie tLc Purtitt-ghn^a wlucti itortesponds 

to the sinipte Mfkhuttf of tlie Ofwi<t c>f t he Silniutlj and the twbieil girdle 
the ciipitals. 

An aj>j>ropfiuto name for the pot niuJ itfi lotins is foiinri in Saafdtrit 
tradition ns Patbm-koia [Sfi p<idma-kosa^ sahftsotiatis/ithai, ftfiiit/awiity S.S.H, 
i.t'., the piiinenil Jotiis arose from th** flepfh* iiifiiirte or:ean imjwllfd hy the 

irn'sistiltio [ntwnr of energifiiiTig timi;, Kdlrnfi kurmn pffitil»n}hnn*:mi, itiH). It 
niliwi with Us radiance Lhe^ riiiveTfint Waters atul it waa fielf-born (yffmo-j/onV), 
fSy its initiire it iMka-padim, It., nianiffistiUton of the Cosmoa as 

Loti I IS, Tin* referedra tno Wahjis liero is to the ulLiniatP cause ur source of creation 
which is syiubolififid jis the water i>f life within the Pwr^H'jfhaia from which 
apronta the iotua ea tho crcatiTC wuhI. The Jfiif/t'f'du itnelf gives A'os« 1 Vic syno¬ 
nym of rt pot (wd'fciii kp^fh iisif'hir pilxitlft>f*u, 111. 3S.15)i anil iu that light the 
teniJ Prjdnvi‘koi<t beconuis siguifleaut for the cumhiued motif of the vase and 
the lotus. The water in the fmf. representa 8oma after which the Jar U culled 
Sinnti<l/iftHA l\»UUit (3h {/vHfin i'iirt KvtndaHi sowwu//u?rw»», KV, IX. 07.33). 

'i’iic fiximiiig or the overflowing of the Jar is hinted at by the XligvctUc word 
Apipijana. i.K.i Hl rcamijig forth it-s conteiitH (wltm dt^Uim Kah^trm gtd>htr(iktnmd‘ 
pijHjnntim tutiffAttnl iakrti/Hiinitfinli, fV*. *27.5). According t« Vedic cosmogony 
thi* atefs tcrroeil as Apah. StiUlaih, iHnumttrit, Arnucii, aigtiiry the priuclpic of 
Soma oi MothcrluuKl and they existed iti the iiegitming of ci'^uitioii. It. is one 
nml tiic same thing to conceive »f ili'* Waters variously as an oceaiu Sumndm. 
Sarfryrfti jArn^mawarn. the J/dnnsn Inhc of Itruhmfl), n Water-got fAVinwa'/nfM 
of Bfiilimn), ur any yther unit l ontinintng water, Inricitii, the l^gvedu- HiaJii 
is bold enough to think of the whole eosftios*aa A drop (ZIra/m) or ua *a wravc ( Vrnti) 
froni tVic primeval ocean of Infinity w'hich is thc {umree. The V’ull V^isctind the 
StniMclhitun Kithmi ore Viiriiint ayuilntla exemplifying the Sitme ulea. Water is 
JSonut and the* lotus eninnuUng from its depth ia Aftm, In the lUj/vcda bollj A^ni 
and Soma are stated to l.ie the source of creution. These ■wore the altcmative 
views of philosophers^, 

Kxptaiuiug the wijrlij-luiihliiig fonrea the luctaphysicians propounded two 
riv.vnt some said : the. Waters are of greater aignificaiu^ ; otlmrw said r Fire is cd 
greater stgniRi-aniN?; atlll otlicm presontiug a synthcaia of the two pointotl to the 
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rloiiri whMi comliiuos l«itU tin-' watery jiutl the ttoiy ptiiuiples. 
eiEpresaiog tLp triuh of tlicir iniiida the wcWtwts of the I iiiver?te Ini'IiioiifMl 
tbfl bowl crofttioa. 

TIiw \ft aoni8w]iat aiaiilar to the coutroversiiiUstis of the niacteenth contnry, 
—the Xeptuaijitfi who relAitG the origin of tlif w'orIH awl I he Plutonhma 

Etooding for Pire aa the egiuit of the creHtibri, Tlte truth is that iiitth Fit© and 
W’ntci, Agui and Somu, have a cfimiuon womb for the pnigftiiitivo Jictivity 
IJt/iiWiooiffit pijTvinu (fknytmi fjtinti Fani'Si Agni niid 

SoToa are, iiideetl. the Father ami Mother prifi<'-i|ilpi4- who form an infieparai>lo 
pair in eai.:h phy^tJil eoutahier who to Uf« riLOOtions. This ia the ('kanutiffi, Ktiluda 
or of Eoin whicli «* tJopictod in art. as the vsao with the totua. a. well 

knownVvinbol with tta own oharm (uul meomiig. It la a conipleU- otjaivateiit of 
thft doctriuo JjrnisAooj'd/nniAowi Jag^t. anyiitg th»1 ftwnioa tslriw iiirlh 

from both A]?ni and 8oiao, or that oivrh i>nuig or aniujal (f'o^oh which means 
/VrnwAa JWn (Man »* an nninwl) l4 the composito hwin. of Fire und Water, 
(.djfawftooilytt p4t6u, irr., 5.3.3.1>) 

The PanjQ-tfHii with Pathm or the Podmit-AWM Hymliol oh the top of 
the ahaft is thus a t'oniplpio exomptar of ZoAw-jMfduo), i-o., the -h? 

R.a.I5). I'in* tmink Ufe emanatinp out of WsUns 
like Lho h>tns pkiil k the oiitcunie of vuiii eonvulemns of energy, a l ectoiLu* aipta- 
tion of universal dimensions, deep stirrings which fill the interval ufsiwee between 
earth and beaveiUi aud, which were ciMJWai by a basic disliirbrtnee of the three 
frurnw, iquHiirtlly of fiaihvt and Tatm» hy the interaction of /ffy<r« or niovnTDent, 
Therefore, tlm water in the full vsa« is not still and without ahy activity but full 
tt'ltli cjiiiokcTiinn itnimlRCs whioh btitst forth into creativity as vwiide tn the 
buds, flowers, aecd-iiotls and leaves of the lotus plant. As I be Bhagnt'utos 
esplnin, Ibi* waters were pemieated by Ivigh spiral waves (joforwif cAoirn) sfirreni 
by the stronjf wind which blows at the V,ftd of liissolution atitl l*y whjrh the 
orcative pubatance of the worlds is thrown up in the form of a lotus'. 

Even the primeval creator Evayninbil Bnihmri aupimrted on this lotus 
did not understand the aeirrot of this mystery. 

It will thus appear that the or Purna-ifhattt symbol is not 

haphazard on the top of the pillar, Imt is purposive in the light of the <ircaiivc 

jirrfisRr. sneumrrarft^raTftrtv; n 
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antitmo guiliflCii *ihov«. * BiiddUp the Grtut Beiiig, rest^oM « lotiis stat like 
Brtihmii. 

ROL'KO DRUM (A?JDA rTIAJ.AK:V); 

The next impoitiint element til® is the routui abdt-us 

{phataht) or ilrniii (rttif/fi) carveil with four auiiilliw wheels {I)h»Tma chnhnf) «ml 
four no1>le animnla {MaM tminely, Blnivhunt, Bull Horse 

mid laon. Et should be stated nt the uutseh tlmt t* restrict; the significanLC 
of these four nnininls to « Bmldhi^t eontejjt is to miss their real signifieain^ in In¬ 
dian culture throiii-li the There positive evident^ that tins eont-eptiou 

like others runs fJireiiirh Hr- whole history nF bnimti roligiim and has found 
expression in litfiruUtrel H ia mi thut Uie four features luive to bo looked for 
in any tiook of a Buddhist text* but t heir thundeTinit voice resoimdis in the literntiire 
and cult of the whole of danduidvipst and thft religious corwcioiisneas of the 
people livitig in India, G*rylo»h Burras iu^ Tihet has paid homage to the 
idea of » t|nadj?upthjato sehonia of manifested crealiiou. It would be highly 
unfair to tnmeate the available evidence iibout the distribution of this symtiol 
in space ami time. 

In the ludm is adT<4l Nfimtyi. the Foremost Man. corresponding 

to the Eniighumed Biidillm as a Malis-Puntsha. He is coiRt-ived of as a ilftM- 
ha^ti MtV. VIIL Hl.l) the Great TdephiinL like the Buddha faiued as 
(RalHi ins., cfi also gigantU' elephant at Dhanli), The while Elephant seen hy 
llaj H in her dfcatn and the white Elephant of ludra both belong to a divine 
piano and are the svml>oIa of .dAHilftore or Finn t fiurwiouftneiisi. Idke Buddha who 
was li Sifk^n-Simha niul whowi lion-rour rcHt ljed rjje four einls of the earth, Indra 
also is several times eonipared to n Roaring Lion (Aviufuhd Si(hf**t fwinu* as Kihti- 
Sithha of Bans, and Jv7*Mwwf«^ Simfta of Prakrit and Apahliranitsa 
literature)r The dreaded Uoii (B/iTjimi A/ri'7'!») ^hc symbol of royalty for 
whom tho USB of tiRer*a skin whs prescrilutd tii the ritual of coronation. 

Et may be noted that the elephant and the lion arc wild auimals not fit for 
whereas the bull imd the horse are donoiStiic an ima Is which are culled i ojnl- 
ya. The HWJMdation of the latter with Indre is an established fact of Bigvedic 
imagery, ludm is ^'otled OVjpj/i or Oavdmp^ti (RV, 1. 10L4)., and .if rfrajairi (VI11. 
‘2L3). [Jo is pTuiaed consUntly by the iRople to obtain a bull and a horse, 
ftfi f.d itt me #ttofto yiimtiimiii jtanuyiimitt, RV, 5, 11&. 1). He jHtJie lord of the 
at aide* full of cows und steeds which he distributes liberally yomanta- 
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TwfeWm, X, 62.7). Boili the drwvih*(l IJon atid the iiDighiog are inentioned 

together iti fV vtfrs^, eiul Simlm Jiritl WT*^ Ilanil [wihl vlejiliiint, 

IV. 16.14), like Ijh are meutioiied na pairs correspondtiig to the Ham^hfMa 

motif of surly fnijiaTi art in MainTrt. Snrtgrt, $aka and Knshiit^a pitriods#. It 
is true ihat we do not find hi the Riifmlu all the four iinimnls UH'titiotii’d at a 
timp, Imt the fumidiitive effect of (he pererfruciia to thpircoinhioaTioiiBia enough 
to show that the nbssoi’iiition of IndTP with all the four of them was piiri of a 
pryatulliiMHl religious imagery in wliieh the diviite rank of pjidi onrof these was 

(t may also he ineiitiotiefl tliat the fertfln Indian imagmation wUii’-h 
developed the Vedle motifs into Ue-w trooHrarniiitiona in Urn rtfnJpos, as laid 
down in the rnjTTnctjon, (fiAdso^mndWijfom mhnfi smnupitb^mhttifet ,* created 
out of thcac four luiiiunla fom ootitjioflite, ilivim- forma valletJ Rurmhit I*idtts, 
oa follows 

(1) Mrtftuhiu^ij —oa (taijiiTMtti, «lephalli-liRade*I go«L 

(2) dfri/iiii?f(>/wi—aa J^iimlr^vara, Indl haatU'd g*xl, 

(3) MahasiJhha. -as Nrisiralia, lion-headed sofh 

(4) .yeo.—Ufi Hayasirshu or Huyagriva, hor»e-hi!a(U-<l g*trl. 

These are tlio four noble animals (i-^'' 7 nejjro IfnAd /Wms) i rmihinina both 
thfl divine and nniiiud imturi's and representing the four basic tj-pcrt of tefnpera- 
ilieiita into a'hich the Life-principle or Prai.iii niaiiircRtatteieir. They rppreseiil 
II fourfohl Tcvelation of the psyelncal contents in the Arehetypal 
of the It may be noted that two of theta; animals, niephaiit and Lion, 

are wild (druti^ and tWo of them, Hull and Ilgrxo, are douiejitie 
■jMtdu), in VedU: thought this ahm ia Biguifieant, for the fornuw r»yniboUi>e the 
Other world ^JDetndfdo) and the latter t his worM {Hfnumh/ii-hhi) and, tljcrefort-, 
ill* who accepts both, of tliosc a£^ revuahid in hitman life attains moatery over 
both the worlds of gods and man. This Prajapaii. the Orflator. hirmiolf rlid and 
miv one clae «:aji do Br, 13 . 2 . 4 . 1 ). 

The presence of the four antmuta framing the seated hgure of a divinity, 
often identified hr Pa^n|»[ti Siva, on the famous seal from Mohvnjo-daro r4rkcs 
back tloiir ilcpiotion to greater anth^uttv and eliows that it w*aft known outside 
the orbit of the Ijligvcdic thought also. Tlirce of tho animals in the group arc the 
oarnc, namelyi elephant, lion tiger and the bull, only the rhinoceios preceded tho 
horse. And it seems to have beau a deliberate chcuce, $iince the 
waa the favourite of the Huiappans and the horae of the Aiyaiu. 


aoTTm rmiTM (.i^i^a titalaKaj 
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Thie t^oiubimtion of tlio Four Urent is fiirthor slion'ii on an 

Indus yfiUi*Y pridtn ilUibd.rati^ tiy Marisliufl where tlie ttmmub are dopict-cd as 
if ttwrehiiig in u file ainiiiur to tbtilr poHturc on the iiiooiistoi&9 from Coylou, 
The atiimuls ftte Klc«phAnt., BitU. Tiger, filiinoceroa (Voh flT, pL Ms. fig. tOA-Bh 
Aguliiat ihli=i buekgraiiiid of the repreaeiitHttoti of the four groat aiumals in a 
group in the t^ligiotuf nymholism of the Indus Valley people, we get tmme light 
wliy only these four aniiiiuls are couBpiniious on their seals end copper tablets 
(Marsliflll, p, 300), 

On another seid from Mohcnjo-ifiiro we find rliu Tont aniniale conceited in 
a compojsite form and depicted as n Kuiu with tmnh and tusk *jf itii eluplianf.. 
horns of a bull, himl fpuirtunv and legs of a tiger »nd a tiumnn face (Marshall, 
pp. 389-300; Seal Nos. 37(i-nsi), 

There is )ret another seal from Mohenjo-daro in which m?cks and heads of 
sis aiiimids have been joiniHi to a single bod}'; four of these are a iinieorn. hull 
antelope and tiger; the other two are prohnhlj rhintKrero.'} and elephairt. There 
can be tu» doubt that tlic llarappaiia had a olnar idea of the symbolisra lying 
behind the repiescntntjon of the four aninmU ns tj'pifyiiig a foar-fold pattern 
or schetne of worldly reahty- 

It may also be noted that the four great Animals. Inetiidmg unicoru in 
place of home, arc singly repreaented on miiny InduB VallejT). Sculh and f’oiipor 
btidets in pi'creroiu'j* to any other aiuniuh 

The iiutJiOT of the Aitarf'iffr UffumJihftfL wanting t.o illustrate ibe various 
bash- typiis oF the fife (irinciple (Foi^ii) nuuiti<uia i he fllephaiit, lluIJ, Iforse 
amJ iliui as ejtcmjihirs of the ikimt> (A, I’p. 

The nest notable rcferoiicoto thisgroirp is found in the VTilmikj's ffuniuyuna 
where the four Akikan aiiiitutls are mentioned umoiigst the aiiApiemus objisetM 
assembled for Hama's coronation lAlthtf/hethfiuika iu u list of more than 

twenty others (Ayodhya, 14, 30'3B). These tiatnes are MiUtavtiravfmina {Ele¬ 
phant), Kiihtfim'inft Pfinipirn Vrisha (Bull), Kesari (lion) and 

Mahiibida {llor.se) (Vulgate Bombay cd.). Thla [g exactly the 

same orrlor as fmmd m\ the Suniatli pillar. In rhe North-West Hccensioii, pub- 
lishcd from Ijahore, the ortler is elcpiutnt, horse and bull with the oiniaaioii of 
lion (N,\V. tid.. AijffdkijfU IJ- Ki-13}.. In the critical cdiiion From Baroda tJie lion 
is not mentioned and the epithet of the three other aniniuls are simplified^ 

pTfttXkshati/^, L'ntkal 13. 111. 


Fig. 70 


Fig. 71 


Flga. 75- 
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Si 

These varialiotvH intliciite tha-t the convcHtirnial list was eYastic amt thAt 
the seciount of tYie four ariimnU hj the VtU|[ate Edition ia fiUlfr thau lYial of 
the others sncl «(!;re«s witYi tlie Lion*c-apits]- 

The Ch^iyti Jumka refers to four towiis in the foiu: ditectioua, three of 

them named after these anlmala:— 


Name of the gate 

Aftiioal 

City 

(1) Eaat 

KYophant (//4«ri'ratno) 


(H) South 

Horae (.l^roroffiff) 

d,ii?tijhura 

trri) West 

Lion 

Siliihapu.ru 

(IV) North 

riiakra-WHiC'd {Chakrtt- 

UttivTit'ritaehiUa 


In the centre of the city having thc«e four gateways whs ImilY a fttnim, and 
this brings the t'oticeptiona of the four animals ami tha four gateways in Imr- 
mony not only with the arch itwtiiral conception of n St, tip a provided with four 
gatewaya and r nihng ^gofliYfanla- but nlao with the foittfold cosmic pattern in 
general.^ 

TY»at the group of tlieoe anunaln formed an auapicions symlioY which the 
Brohmanas, Buddhrata and Jainaa accepted as part of a common licritiige b 
shown concinaively Yty a reference in the JixatbUi^fantasutnt also, in which tlie 
earth is dirided into four DvJjta^ end in front of eacYi of ihem is an aeimah^ 

fa fin, MNN^Ka Pmfhfar 'j wilrifgd ifiwTfR afefwfh, 

tna U” i m firw arrfar aw, w *nri uiw arawjfftfit" "at unr 

Usahfr 3 mrr=ia sia arw -pit 

aw. tf spR awwF wrw wfafwfftfw" w^» wfN wprpoi "fa arw qBswffriw rfrrofwfar 
wsBwfi %wTwtf iftwrafw, wpr U 5 S 3 wir =m owr macJir aw, d fpR wtw wfwtwtftfir" sn^ t 
auw^ca r, fw enw fwwsgfewi tww ww w^TTniww www^wt 'ri?w*wfw, ma 

w s-wii i fifa wnt ms^ aw, w war t?rw 3 =wtw wtw wfiratdrfw" wt| \ 

Y^jU TTl Cl^K p. iW. 


•(I) 

Em^ 


ars^ 

12) 

^mh 


fTfrijw 


Wf«! 

WWRWBh 

U 



North 

nTipffn 

surtniw f ? ) 


(Tlikli iiriiiiiiiillr 9Wti» to iKYta iffipscj 

WtwrfWfTWTt. 31 dl 3 , 
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In this period (c- B.C*1 a Imgc numlior of srmbolH oitiits oti 

the silver Piaitiiimarked cottw allowing vartaliona of llie five symbol groups, 

Tiifl .Siuj'Svijibot Jiiid the tiha{hm symliol are common almrist to nil grotips- 
If we look hear to the animnl apul>olrt whidi give u variety lo the groiipB, we 
liud llint of the prmoipii) animls represented are these four, nniuety, efeplmtit., 
buJ], lion and horsnt, 

Foucher hail fipeeiallv noted tliU point ami illusirnCtd them on tJie bneifi Fig* 8®*84 
of CuiminghncD*!! Coins of Ipl. IIT.I2, (etephnni), I.3H iHuIlh 111.3 

(horae), 10.2 (lion), Beifittninsir ftf BtaU^hiist Art, pt. 1, fig. h-12]. Pomlier 
had fttlleti into the error of t^aking thfiu a* BtnUihiet: eymbola, No one con 

defend tliat Rvmtiols on Punchniiirked coins Ked nnv pxelueive connertion 

^ ■■ 

with BwMhism. Those 9yniS>ols punched on coins which art hundreds in 
number enme from the general atoek of Hyiubola in [mpular uccepranee both 
for cult and other purposes. The Buddhists eliarod them in common with other 
sects as denioustratcd by the .VM/dftw?, aw anciont comrrmiitary on i^nUu *V*/aTfii, 
where we find these animals prescribed for worship alone with other eighteen 
tutelary deities. Their cult devotee* were kr>own as IlaHlnvf\t\hi {=lJ{js(i~ 

( = Ger^iku {=Gwrtitik^)Vratit here stands 

for a religious cult of dohnitive chamciwr, and the aamo meaning of the word 
may be Hcen in the GUn fVfTnft rfetmjrtttfT det'dn iwiptw jnVrfvrttfnli, y,25). 

The mention of these throe amnmfs along with Vaaudeva, Bnladeva, Indrn, 

BruliiUtt, 3Ifttiil)hadra. PiTrJiiabLidj'a is a proof that they were hold iw as liigh 
a regard it* the Utter group of deities or for the matter of that as the Ynk^tM^, 

Nagav, GViHifWtw*, l/uAtFnijiilvi Gods. 6'u/wrmM ate., wldeh am also in tlia list. 

It, is emphasised in the Ntddesa passjige that these cults hnd the objective of 
religious edification. Nagasena in the Miliudti PunhUf where a simiUr list inclu' 
ding Rail, Siva, Vasudeva. iranihhiidra. Puro>'hhadra, Chandra, Siirya ia re* 
peatetL stresses that those cults were esoteric in their nature, the votcrica 
{bhatfiya—bhitkia=bditt'trs) scnipultitisly guarded their secret from the un¬ 
initiated and the outsiders tofin> fttfmssam ttsu tem ytva chomiL 

avnjies*i>ieith pihitmii). 

A Pali (No, AiJo) refers to on clephunt fest,ival where ii stone inioge 

of the olphent wns worshipped, ft. ia clear from the Bali reference* that the 


A 


Allan, Crrlflfflffii' t/fJftiwi* Aurinti Inilii, nbw P.L. PiuuMmutind Cow*#*/ .fuCienl 

/stfirt, V*l. II. lion an jiIiiiH) (b, U, oO, “it*, linrs* no platii* Sa, !i3, ^15, SJS, Ji!W ; 

Slid bull ocour nrt nuiamtis coin*. Du tranunon symbols. 
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Hiidiiluisi ciaimin^ to iloficrlUo th$ oults lu wetv* piactbod. iheii and 

the reformists, of ooiirso mut li after A^okan time, do not nTipeat to hove 
look«'d irpOH tiiese riiits vritk favour, nowt'ver, ou tlii? dtuiii of th** Samath 
Capital lUt'jM! Mahn animals kave lu'im dnpicted with i.lit» full force 

of apjitcjlmtion oa due to their divine irtia.r«cti.'f. The H/Ktffnrndgifa ahtf enu¬ 
merates tli(‘ rforsc vitk it'i prototv (re Ik'hpJttuMftfffiJ, tlw EU-phant vriiJi .■li’nji'ofo. 
tlm Lien, and the Cow wlili Kdtmdhrmi (suhiiiitotuiy the Cow for the iJuU in the 
prev^ailioe cult ftsthe object of vomKip), and tbeae names occur in i* list of ahont 
forty Devfttnv iuclndiiig *mth folk dcitlea na Vai!irii.v]tiia, Yukskas, •Skaiidn, 
flamudriVr AAvftttha, Niiga. tfannlrt, AIiikar4j. tiaugii. Ilimiitaya, I’arvata, wkicU 
corriisponjl to tlio folk deitifes ihoht Dfratfja) muntiom’d in n tong.list of religiouii 
festivals (.V/rtArt) given in thn NdyiWhvapta-kAhd, It. appears that in folk tradi- 
ticui The vitlt.4 of thciH> dciticA InHnding that of l^he Pour Animals, had cotni* 
down ffrirtii the Temotestriiitupiity, for in die .ifArtrtreii^tn wc hare another such 
list, coinprisinK mon> than ninety Ditmldi including a general reference to the 
doiucstir and wild Animals holding a diviuu rank (ifti^ piirthim jmu uud dmriya 
mrjfftt, AY, Sl.ft.ft). 

If wc look to the evidence revordL'd in the Fu/rinm wc find that tlie cult 
iisiiect of thesis four auimals either os deity or as auspicious object w'as muck 
more widespread than perhaps one would believe in the find iiistniive. For 
example. 1t is stated in the Pitimn PttritiiA that the Earth GoiJiIbwi appearing 
before king Prithii took the form of these four ummals. first ns Elephant (/iwifij/irci- 
riiprt), theti as Liou then as she-Buffalo iMnhinhl) and finally as 

Cow (ffo-nI/>al (Prtfimu Purrrprt, IJhumi Klrngda, Gli. O0-IIH). The Buffalo 
Occurs in place of the IJonw- 

The Pumtm coutuiu rlirfc kinds of lists which indndt divine, anmial and 
other auspicious forms, t*,u* fl) Pi6A'fi/iop Uivitte luauifcdiations, (S) Auspicious 
objei;ts {Mm'ujitUt /)mnyiwh and (S) the best ones of a class \^Prnmrtlnuklm»et), 
In each one of them ihe names of these animals ate inctuded for wMch the tubnla- 
ted list may be couaulted (Appendix J). 

In sn intersting passage b Ifit^yrimtUaio there is n list of seventeen aim- 
picimis ohjejCts and animals carded in procession before the Buddha amongst 
which arc the names of these four animals, vi*., G*ija, VfUIuthJia, Aim and Shitha 
{DivyibitttUlnttt Cowell, p. A.'i), Ae in the Bjr/wjio Indra has been Lompared wiUi 
an elephant, bull and lion, gimtlarly Buddha in the BiVj^fTt'fid'flrKr is compared 
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s^vpml iiiije5 t<i <imJ fraju Dit^^ilvudana, p. 17U mitl Utt? ; (in 

placo of the horse is it* vamlUe 

Ill tbo filnn-^h<tt*(SHrt 4 dem-Pfidilittti* the pedestal of a diiinc Image ta 
said to have an elephant. bnlL Uon sml Bhhta (|) ae depicted its four fiHitt 
reprentiTri? svinhoLiciiny Ai;Svarya. DlmmiH, JhSna and Vairagya and synitjO' 
liajitfF thr four colnnra. viK.. whitiv ml. blstik and yellow 
r, \«!* Ml, p. 103). 

In the suhse^ueiit art. imdittOTi the gronpiiig of tiiesH four animals was 
I’onstuntly rejiewted for more ihun firtet^n hiititlted years. Ou u ateatiUi plaifUt' gj 

from Akru, now in the Indian Museniiu these foiLt ammnh ate shown on a shallow 
tlish. 

[)uyii Ram Sahiii itieiitions u small oquitre terTHOuUa phuiue whieh he hud 
scon in the Lahore Ilf use u tin 'showltig a elrtiiilar depression in. the middle surrono- 
der] hr the same font iuimiu]H» {iiraiigod in the same order^ the only point of 
fliftereniie hotwecn tUo two heing that tlie intervening symbols on the reEraeotta 
plaque ore o. com b, a howl a Dharma chakra^ and a Trimlwt symbor. iCrMiVfc 
fo rAe Buddhist litiins oj Snruath, ji. ifi), 

fin the rnoon-stones also railed i-livfAo-rArtmfrrt) on the Figs, SS-92 

ontraiioes of tile iiatirtuariea ait Annradhapui;, the huir animals, are invariably 
repr^^sented in coneentrie bands {J It vJ Ji, IMfl. pp. J5^3'14.'5). As Vijioent 
Smith rig fitly ohserred these animals symhotW the four dirwrtions or the four 
irorneTS of the world j^gge^ted hv the diiiU'ova*ry of the net mil motdllic figures 
of ihesfi four aniiiKifs buried at the four (jmirtem aronnd n Stfipa. (Smitli, 

,'i UtaUtfy 1 / Art in IndUi nwd ('-Vylon, 193(1, p. 18. uoU» 3), 

Yuan t.'liw'ang has rceotded n tradition I'liTTttnt in his time about Mount 
Mtnt being the centre of tin' earth with four iront inenta cm four sides ruled by four 
Chakravart! king.s each liontitig a wheel of (Sold, Silver, (Copper, Irnii respeii- 
tivoly. Re also refers to the .Inotntfa Lake witJi four rivera rising from the four 
iiioiilha of the Jake aflsoriiit<id reaiJCi!lively with four jniimals as foltow.s : 

From rhe Eastern side —t.hrougli the iiiontli of a silver ux—flows tho 
(huig4<^ (Eing-kia). 

* OTTi nnniT'Tftadt 1 *141 la T^riTwrfTT^ ii 

E < «■ 

t satM F 4 11 

s mn rtt ww ^ 

i ' tj nr fOT^ TT?*! ftRTiTjHwd w sitfloh il rto. 
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Fivitu South—^tlixough u gohlcu «lopluint’* * tiiouth—flow's Sintlhii 

(Sin-to). 

From chi' Wostcmsiilo- through the mouth of o horw^ of lupis-InKnli 
flows Viikshu fPortlsu), 

From the Jtorth ehle—through tho month of a orystn! lion—flowfl! 
8Tt» (Si-to) ^ 

Tin* Atutvaiajm Lnki- (Jnofo^ta). in whioh the flndrfhw tof>t his botli «nd 
whioh symbolise* tho BiitidhiHt e4MriuiSj seems to hove hcfii un hnrieni heliof 
since this lootif is mentioned in the Mnhd-Vmnuujifu Jdiuka onioitgst thos* 
irhlch were painted on the walls of the Orcat Paloee witiii nmny nt her anbjHJts. 
In the Tibcrlon KaiiiitNt Purn^ (Knwfri Kamkhak, wfWf), a lete work, 

there h inoution. of the MSmiaaruvaTu (Fso Milpfmn) lathe from which riae four 
rivers in four directions: 

(1) West—Lanffrben Khnmbab -‘etephAiit-mrtutJuul 

RutlsJ. 

(fl) Korth—Senge KhamhAb (%'f-!invu^)—Uon-mouthed Indus. 

(3) Fast—'Tumchok Khumhnli -hitrse-mout.hi'd 

Brahmaputrik 

(4) South ^Mapeha Khambah (irrwTTJSTRre)—poiieoek-moiLthcd 

KartraU,* 

Tims the couneption of the Fofut Creui Rivers issuing from a c'ontral 
take was tvpical of the fonr-fold lUstribution of CTfative forces frmn a single 
source. This wits I he A Lake in which BmliJJm liad immrrttcd bimsidf 

and which is iu llmiln thought the Liiki; of Hfithmd [HriiJiUKi n^ra). 

Kowlaurl huH recorde<t the existence of thi'se fom- urdmals as gurgoylea 
attucheil to ft tank at yiak-Pem iu the am-jent Kliiuer eupitul uf Angkor; 
here, they were iissociuteii with the worship of LokoBvara. the merciful 
Bodhtsfttva who causes the water of the sacred lake to flow rlownwEird for the 
relief of aoiila Iu hell (Bmijamin Rowlantl, Thr Art ttnd dichiltdur*' of iHdtti, 
p. 258, Note 12). 

La view of the above additionul exphiuattonii we need not impose ony 
ftrluirury tucaniag on Lius motir, Vogel thought that they wore mere subjects 
of decoration and symbolise nothiug. Fonchcr was of the opinion that the aim 

* Sl-YU-Kt. S. BiMih Td, t, pp> tl'lT. 8i» <«u Appeudix. 

* See 8wiiau PamvAiuuidA, Exfiloniitm iu Titd, p, ITS, alM 201. 
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iffthilul tlif^ motifs Wilts to eommDmorRte tils' four grei»ti irvAnta of Bitdtlha'a lifi'i 
viz.. th« Ball slaiidiiip for Birtli tmduf tlit- tiinfus ^sgii* tin; hoiwj for remiiimtion. 
t,Ut- elrphant for loiweirtiorj uiitl iU lion for ^kva Smilia. Bloch troTiafeiTMl the 
meattiog to a BraliumiuV-iil contest where Bull !*Uiuil» for Siva, Ifor.w for Rurya, 
Lion for Durgti and Blepliaivt for Ituka ttnd tluw rouraninmls- iu their subordinate 
powition iniliuate the triompU of Buddliifiin. Such a parochiul view is sibsolntcly 
imwiuTfititod and docs grave itijiiKtieo to the grwitost of tlm tndiau nionuiiunits 
which \\m to W imdrrstowl in the light of thi; evidence extending oir'er a perioil 
of five thousand years Jind covering , u large pari id the Asian continent. 


The latest links in llte i imiii nro rerereiteea from UiuflL literature and 
Hajnflthiinl painriug. Keiavadisu (1012-1 itTfi] in his /f.iwrt rafers 

to the royal pahn-e of Kiniia t to th*" entrances which wei« guartled by 

these four animals, viz., Lion, Kleplmut [DmMjttl Horae (fryV^o) and 

Bull (iVandi)!, 

Tilt* source of Kesavadusa see ins to have been some Stttuikrif 
oEhertlifin that of ^Tiliniki for the rcasmi thul the lafetar has mentioned them in 
a dilTenml context m r»oi«tcil out fthove, Still more surprising is a Hujasthonl 
painting (o. I8ih ceiitufv A.II.), now in the National MiiseHni coUttetion* 
»t New Delhi, which illustrates in the l■c(ltre the figure of a flipuitring imde person 
witliiii a solar orh and in tlie four cunlinal directions the four nniimds, viz., elephant 
hoT^^ Moji and hull with four nteda.Hiona In the iidernimfiate directions each 
i::oiitaini]ig a imut and a woriian siniteil and engaged ijj (fonvcrsiiTiou. I his 
pictorial re]ue!i*intatiftii is ulniostt. u verbatim repetitiori of the etghf. figures on the 
round IIhums of the SiirnSth Lion*eapirid. ami the little modilieation of intm- 
ducing the figureft of Dimjxin in the like nndallign k justified according 

to I ho age in which the painting was pro^liicwL Th.- ]iuiiitex’s houi-co of iuspira- 
tiou muet have Inwii the trsditionul lore for he was umoceut of cho arcliueoTogieal 
evidence esisting ut Rariiath. It seetu* that the i-oinhinatian of the<M' four 
animals us a group had come down in the general consriousm^ss of iha people. 

The romiuned syndmlism of t hose four great atiinuda coiitmuod in popular 
consciousness for about five llmiiiMtutl years, and its latest evidence is seen on ft 
KttniM cloth from Bemral now preserved in the B harat Knlft Bhiivan Museum, 

fwmfc 'fifv TTurft ftfet? n 
giT fir^ ^PrTtT? 5 i 

giJT irfkTTW ^ ftfi? iw UTS ^ fi 


Fig. 94 


Fig. 93 
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ou whiph roitnrl « oentrftl medallinn mpmunting the four iniiiniilinire 
Fig, 95 liiipjctwl in H»i four tlir*tf'1ioti;a* vw,, <jlhplirtnt, lion, bull, and Jujtiitj ami four 
figiu-incs of catorpillnTs in thcf four inUTmiidwtc* points. Thia ombroirlmd 

(.wor m«y In* dat^d to tliH huginnlnti of tbe Sittli cfutiiry, Hi w ovidoni from 

tW UujastliSiif pidncing and tills Knnthti picoe tliat Lin! tin^mory of the iMnba 
Ajiinoya PaAna us reliKious syrnhois rontimtedtn thn popular mind from west to 
eant. What; the Attista in tln^ liidtiA Valley liepiotfril on their seal, auil thi’, 
sculpture of the lilauryan tlie l/ion-i‘npital and the folk urlulof Hajastbnu 

and Iteugal bdong to the common religious spirit and trarjitton of India iu 
which, so far as tbls purticuhir evniliolisiu Is rouci-rueil, distitiction L»r 
did Uoi couw into til*! picture. It was a coiiimon heiilage of the peoph’ in 
nil direuttflfia for about ttfty centuries. 

In the fnoe of this uverwheliiting **vjrlo«re we are rdrliged to infer that 
the group of four apima Ts tvu^t li avmliol widely accejjteil boiii ut Itidin und her 
neighbonring eountries for nearly five thouatind year.'i as representing the four* 
fold itmuirpstution on the lt>ve) of the Oosmos and of ^lati. They are nasociutod 
vuriouitly with four (’ontiuputs, four four Hal*!ways ntf a royal {udaiio 

where the palace ayrabolises tlie donutuon of u t.7>«jl'rrtmrfi king, thn floveroigu 
whewe Chitkm rolb^ in four directions over the earth, hi short rhie hiade ns to 
the unrieni nili td the Four tjuarters. The Followers of wliteh were known aa 
■UiSH-i.'iTGtik'tt (I’iiii l}isuKuli^it of tUe ('ouiuientatv on ttio /bfrfJfco, 

FT8* 1. p. 80, S^alandit Devnnapri ed- p* 7'ih h is atrtf*sl thnl both Sramauas 
and lirahamiuuis were ftdlowtrrs of ihese cults in Lpitsit td tXTligious piety Htul 
Mukti or freedoni from the world. NVhat was the sigjiilieain'o of ihc Four 
Quarters 1 Tlic answer is thnt apace rmginally is one but on the rdlativn plane 
is differentiated into the four eardinal points of the four spaces nr rjutirters, 
This is the same as a smMikn, I.o., a fuaal rontre estending its anna in the four 
directions so as to fsoniprebcnd ih their lap the whole ecianuH} both spatially 
and in depth. At eadi point of Lhe extending arms of tlie nmnfika a 
is prescribed which is m the likeness of a Chukrtt revolving i^viterniilly under the 
coniroJ of » changoleaw fixed point or centre cnlterl f.he nax'cl of the ChaLra, lis 
we shall exphun IaU'J the Wheel, in fact, has three nuvels ft/inob/iV) referring 
to the three psj’ohical levuls of tnaiufustatinn. 

The basic idea rutming through liiiddhiuni, Jainisu: and llrahinunlsm 
from the earliest tunes about the creation has been that it is in the pattem of 
a svasiikat i.e., of four component parts or a fourfold manifestation. Buddha's 


Bon^D rmi'st (A5r?»A'PHALAKA) 


a9 

i» oonipriscfJ of Four TruHis Tiit- whuh con* 

ceptioH of tile fMat wos takfii from autiiriuity ninJ rooted 

in A yiiadruplc umaduriug fitit of the ccwinos- This clotrCriao was allied to timt 
of the Four Dlrectiona of apace iCfuttfPtrnb Tlieae were dlocuti-d 

to form types of D«t'as eidleil Chtitttrmahtirajft, Tour Oreal Ktilera. niimeiy, 
DliritarRiiTitra. kiuff of tlin (/ttnd/t^nyv^ 'in the eaut.; Virni^haka of the KHiubhij^^^as 
in the «outh : VirfipSltfiho of the Naftaft in the west ami Kulieru VftiATavB^a 
of the raJS-jiAfia ill the north. The list la end1p.9fl1j repeated iu F^uddhiat Titifniturc 
Btitl also in the iionskrit tradition,' The orientation of the threat Stilpsi.s like 
Bharhat and Kluehi followed Uiis primnphs as seen in the four ^atewnys *nd 
the four (rj|u»*iflints of the railiny . At tihiiTliut. the Four Mahlriijn Cods wero 
instiilled on the four Totqvk/^, two of which hore n lahel of their nanies. 

The lyoiieeption of the four Lokti^fdh or Dikpiil^i divinitica regaiHlifd soine- 
timea as the i^uiirdliiii deities of different ordora of heln^, hut more eoiumouly 
of the four cardinal poinUi e.g., (J)Tinlra uf Kiist, (2) Yumii of Smith. (3) 
Vartitm of Weav* '‘wd (4) Kuheni of Xortli. The same idea was intended ro the 
four intermediate pointa of cho world also, e.g.. (5) Airni of South-east {Afptvya 
koiyi), (tt) Silrya of South - west. (Aoirffta, suhaiitutiiig Xirriti for Surpi), I") Ya>Ti 
of Xorth-eaut and, (8) Cliaiulta of North-east (/Jomh Aireorciing to 

the DfirmMatiKjraftiJi the Kiiddhists also enutnemted night Lokapalas, Their 
placement wm* a eoiumon feature Of all teiilpfea. 

in fact, the Vedio eosmoli^gv is based «u the fourfold ihviaioii not only of 

space hut of Vitk {Speech, rlmtri /laronftd ptuldtti, HV. 1. 104. 4i>). Worlds 

{Lok/ih) (TriY/iici. ftifattlt. .d/JuA). HckIs RmirUt 

Ailifyd, Yiimkm). The four fVfhrA tlieiuaelves are telatetl to the four 
<juartera as Ktgveda to East, Yajarvedw to South* Athiirvaeeda to West mid 
Siimuveda to Xorih* 

rm •TqrMAf, 

-f^psui feu THTf fewit a^rttsn, 

'ifesu few TTiU feinwi itPIH 3tlWh 

wwr few TTUT 54 ^ iresiH wfwrfer ntfiTrar 1 

Advl^, TI. 26 T, til. p. MpliSwihiiT»-SiittaiiH* ami AtanAViy^'Siiitanti. v'.j 

•1m> p|i, lac. Its. ifdiht Viiiitni, nmp. 

ii?dt fTfjwiJr uwTrm|tfenTnrTtn*i» 

iW T TTHY WTRTUSt^ feij^in PI 

TtiittiAyt* Bni. 3 . 12 , 9 . 1 . 
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Jfot only thin itpotial «onteptioi» of thi* foiu: VvdEWi Ttut tlioy wero also 
aeoeptwl jw i»yuil>ol» of tliw four sociol clnsse* w IVirjwA.^ 

Tliia formulutinti ia sai <1 to Lave been onunciatcil l>y tlie teacK^^ia 

to Ib^ir pnpila* In modf^rn times the tinditiomd Vetlisls take the ft»nr \ odas 
os ha ving both anthroiiomorphic Hfld thi>re«morpliir ; 

Rlgvoda Kaving the fare of A donkey () of white oolotu, 
Yajurvedn of a goal (araiaJi) of yellow oolonr, 

SamHvedtt of a horse (|trrrT) of blno coloiir, and 
Alhaivaveda of a niookey (a+dm) of bright colour. 

These aiiiiJiab are liifForent excepting the IsorHc from those on the Lion* 
capita! but the hasit: Idea of dopictimt them in tke form of animali ia preiMmt in 
hotli. The four animals on the abneus iiro paired whli ioiir f 'kalrtu, Tlic 
complete form of each is made up of a Cfmkfa oM an animit), the Chakya re¬ 
presenting the divine Pr^nfO power called Furusfta and the animal the Piiin, 
So each pair of animal and Chaha is symbol of PurftvSojwiu, half human and 
half animai. The former stands for divine power and the latter fur niaterjnl 
body. The conceives of the cosmos and human society as a in 

which four 3Ian* Animal types have been tcthcied to theri?/M or Pillar of sacrifice 
yadynjUifth tttnif&m abndhnm pnrmharh padittn, RV, X- S>0, 13), 

Tlie animala on the abacus are typical of the following:— 
fl) Elephant, its composite form is the clephant'hcaded Geneve (Tedic, 
Braftmanaspaii) 

(2) Bull, it^ composite form is the huU-hendcd Xtintlih'arrt (Vcffic, Indrttt 
culled u Bull with sharp homa. 

(3) Lion, its composite form w the lion-headed Nfislmhu (Ferfic, JfMf/ro) 
f*!) Home, its composite Form is the horse-headed Hayaiirshu (Ftsdtc, 

Dmdhymt dtftan*d). 

In the Piira^jic conception of the foxrr Vftrlas as emnporite animats the 
donkey stands for the twin diutits who yoke hint In their cliariol ; the goat to 
Vedie Daleibu, the presiding deity of sacrifice, llur&e to llayagfjva or Dadhyan 
Atharva and the monkey to Hnntnnan or Vedie V{'ishakapi. 

^ err<PR?npfifin^ i 

urn^ST TTSiWRr ^ ^15^; ii 

raiVfinyft JJnt, 3.11.11^.2. 
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Tbi* wlitilo qoftnius 1!^ bused on the prmoiple uf f^nailniplicMtion (fAwfii’ 
thtnyfiTit ithm There is diflftreuti«li<»i\ i>f types but it retsitw the 

l^tsic naity. Tins la sIiowti liy tlio four differwU siiitnsk but eaeh eoupied wit h 
a Chahrfi of tbu ^arue foiai, The MnhAvhnkni at the tcip bectaiu's aianlfcst for 
litimun lifu wid in th*! world iti four Hknkrm. The former reprr'sentrt the uriiverisMl 
(SomfwAfi) and the latter the imlkidaul (%MAjfO. the Kist douotiiii! the miity 
of the divine wil) and the second tho types of the iiidividuol will^. The foiwer 
ii the 5ourCB of tlie hitter, transmitting its unliiinteij energy to a meiiHiUfod 
sv 9 tem by which oath individnnl rimctions as a limited iimnirestation of the 
eosniic divine being. If we look at the four fVi/il-ms on thu abatua «nd then 
turn oiir gflise to the tireat Wheel f^St(mash{.i-irt&IuichrJiitki’a)im the top a powerful 
impression is creatijd on the iiiinH how tlm two gynibola are aetiiig and rettctiiig 
on fiaelt other with tlieir vibrant nieauingSr thi- one rotatinj;. and revolvino in 
a gyrating; dispotiilmn and the other Jbtod and stable as iho ultimate suhstrarum 
of the phenomenal wf.irtd, Th*:' great wheel U aetnally termed in the SniiihiUi 
aa PufduKttfyttnui (the FUgJiest Hitjpyrean), Divi/4 (liivino)j (without 

or hmitation}, (free from the process of contrHction and ex* 

patision). and .^Inoirrni (infinite) im m-ooutit of which it tms tiie nature of a 
with a thousand iMaltaiifa/ft Chakfft), In eontrasti to the Iltlmate 

Cosmic wheel we nii; in the presence of a meayrirefl wheel {/*raiAdi!frrMi«y*J Chuhnt, 
Ahirhmlhn^n, Ifi- 21, 25). totaling under roNlrietivc ordimuji-ea (fyuWu Kihitmt^r- 
T/tIrfd* ibith Id. H3)® of the four huBic individuiitcd patti^ros. Such is tJie nataro 
of the world which uanses rUveTBUy of forms. Kacii of the four aniTimis into* 
graU*d ro a (•Ititiru ofltita an example of the fi)ur ba^ic types. Jlany ?nth 
Tetrads are presefiT. in society and in creation and they have ofteii henn enumera¬ 
ted ill the several literary traditions of India—Kiiddhist. .Famn and DrahamatdcaJ 
The pot with Un* lotu.^ is a PuibtMhiSn on whicli Ilrahtim {fUntayoni $vyfimbii- 
(tbjopnshfh(tilh>.aMhitti, Dliaa. 3.B. Iff) Imds support and creatpa the 
the Essence of the worlds in a foiirfold fonn. Thu Lahitfitfi'n w»s created out of 

^ fTiirVUraFTf:^ iTStT*!? I fkitTSU^ It 

u; i ^ (T^sr ^rth^r ^ li 

FiftfRict 4mMiT uf uw tiwu JTKsfl I ST eraiwfcruu ^ ^I'l wafram ii 

AhirbtHihnyn .Snmh'hi, 10 . 9^13 

* mtre i amw ^ iifTraft it 

liid. 10. M-h'd 
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lh& Lolkiipadfti^ Mid their qjiiidiuptieAti<>n ia aymhfjIEsfid as tJie foiir fArsea of 
Brahma. It is said in nn eiiotpric style that the creator not. Neein|; the world 
in a vinilile tbrm turned hla eyes in Sf^ee in tin- four dirpctlons and t1iUF> ht^came 
Tourfaced*. Braliiun is arohetypAl of all the innnmorahlc Tetrads iCkakishtaya). In 
the Pttrnitm the earth is expMnetl as a four^petaNed lotus ichafutdafti hh^jmdtna), 
and in further elaboration of this idea they speak of a fourfold pattern based 
on four eontinenie disposed in the four directions and the same associated with 
four great mountainst four fomjrU. four riverSi four lakes and evtui four Mnimsis. 
Under the Inst item llnyagriva or the Horae-hnadsd erpatiir© is one <i3id the 
other three are Tortoise, Boar and Fish. Their change was rpiite valid,since it 
ca;^t the ancient forno! into Ihc ut-w inrjulil of Bhiigavata int-amation-s and since 
we have seen the fonus of the Four Animala jii the several lists were nlastic. the 
basic hiea of the four curiiiiml points typifted aa four creuturea remaining the 
same. In fact the summarises alt these fourfold concepts bito one phraao 
a.H pnrpc cAnreum^i the Four Primeval Ones 10, h), or the Pour ’Archetypala*. 
Each oneoftheae types ia eternal, existing froni the beginning of time to ilie end 
of cieation- They are described as the four iniud*boni sons of the creator who 
aits on the lotus named as Bamtka, Banandana. Baniitana and Banatknmara, i.e,, 
the Four Eternal Ones {anno, et«nial]|. It is this Mca that l^hi Dlrghatamaa 
describing the revolving cosinit* wheel fparbYir/nwnno chtd-m] bearing on it? 
unheated axle the load of all the worlds, sap that t he navel of the wheel eiistii 
in eternity and never creaks or crumbles*. The gri'ut, tuicouquered wheel 
(4i«t-iVfoAd-cA<iA’r(f) on the top and the VyaitfiH'chftkme on the drum (n^n) are 
both thre^ided to a common Navel or uinhilh'iil cord an Itnving come from the 
same womb or creativo proenjw amt Iherefore they do not ever <lisrupt, and 
exist evitenially, the Ojie as the priuciple of rest luid the four others m tj'pitwl 
of Hll-sided motion. 


^ ^ Hi ■! I ail rti H t 

fawn n ii 

IT c^.ra'iniiiw. i 

VTti wTTgra nmnmT^rTfkTTTftt^ ii 


sifer *rTT a man^ n yrann 3J.1508. 

t (Tsmt ww 'tfiadaiH fkwr i n*ii ^jfnsTr: n i^iHr nsnftr: ii 

BV. 1. 1G4. 13, 
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THK FOUR LIONS: 

TKe four lioBS oo thd ahtioivi diifry forward tlie ifltis. of thp four* 

fold luftoifwjtation tt ^top furtlKu. onpntfttion fatsing t!ic four ourdinal 

point is AJi expTinit ^tatomout of tho same iiioa aa depicted on the ithucua, via.j 
fcuirfold differcnttiition yet govijrnfld by a formul as well as a baste imltx of 
t!ie great jKtwefr force or energy callotl CftesAla, 6V/tonvii which, crowns tlie 

whole eoaun^^ as the principle of Might or Fear that control# and governs i'^eiy 
thing else. 

The lions are seated hack to back signifying that the power beliind them 
is derived from one source which is tlieir axis and which rises from a centre 
between their heiuls as the Jfol!d-dAi3r#n«*cA(iIiTii, or the Ureat Wheel of XiAin . 
Buddha was a born Chal^fivaTtx, Aioka was a C/irri'rfltarti sovereign^ J/dadAd/d 
was a Clmkr^mttl emperor. Tlie Dlgim MikS-ya dascfibes the ideal Ch^kfttmrix 
king once in the 3foAdsudns9(ino)St(^f-(i in which Mahasudassanaiu the ideal Chahm- 
v^fii ruler who lived in the Palace of Piety {Dltufma-prdsSduy, a eeccind 
time the Chakramrtl ideal w elaborated in the Ck^kamlti &lh<inti(h Sntta {Digh. 
Ill.3) a'hero king Dridbaneini wiis the perfect CfMkravart* sovoteign and on 
his retiring to the forest, his son strives to i in Id be the Vhakrtitmrii ideal. Uis 
father iiistniits him in the Chakrnmrti-VuUa. On his avowedly following thrs 
ideal {ortti/j) he goes to the top of Ids paLicc and stoiidhig there, he oblam* a 
vision of the Divya Chttkm-rtrtna reappearing before him. 

Long, long ago, brethren, there wh» a sovereign overlord mimed JJtrongtyre, 
u righteous king ruling in righteouatless, lord of the four quarters of the earth, 
conquorur, riic protector of liis people, possessor of the seven priK^ioun things. 
Ifis Were thes*,* seven precious things, to wit, the \V heel, the Llephaiit, the Uotsc, 
the Gem. tin- Woman, tile nmise fatlier, the Counsellor, More than a thousand 
sons also wttre his, heroes, vigorous of frame. cnishcrH of the Jiost.'^ of the enemy, 
ile lived ui supremacy over this tfurih to itiS tatean boumls. having conquered 
it. not liy the scourge, not by the sword, but by righteou&nesa. 

Now, brethren, after nniiiy years, after many hundred years, after nuuiy 
thouaaml yeara. King Strongtyre coimnanded a certain man, saying: If thou 
shouldst see, airruh, that the Celestial Wheel luifl sunk a Uttie, has slipped down 
from its place, Ijcing me word. 

Even 30 , idro, replied the man. 
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Now Hft^r nitiuy yeara, aft>i;r many hiuiflri'ii yearif^ jift«r mHoy ihnuaand 
years thui man saw that the Ct'lifstia! Wliaol had iimk. had sUpped down from 
lt« plac«. On aeein^ that liis wunt to Kiiiir Strongtyre and aaid: Know', giro. 
For a truth thaf thy Celestial Wheei has Bank, has slipped down from ita placo. 

Then Kin^ Strongtyre* brethren, loftho prbue, his eIdeal son, be. sent for. 
and spake t.hua: 

Bohold. dear hoy, my fVliwrinl WTieel has sunk a little, has slipped down 
from its phee. Now it Wen told me: I f the f*-elestial WTieel of a VVlieel- 
tunring King ^liatl i»iuk down, isfiall slip down from )t.s pbee. that king iiaa not 
mnoh longer to live, 1 imve bjid iny till of hnniHii pleaeiiirt'S ■ it is time ici seek 
after divine joys* Come, dnnr hoy, take tihon charge i>yer this eartdi bounded 
by felie ocean. But 1, ^having liuir nml liyatrl, and donning yellow roben, will 
go forth from home into the homeless state. 

So, Urethren, King Strongtyre, having in due form esiMlillshed Ida elf lest 
son on the chrono. ahavod hair and heard, donnr'd yellow rohtts and went forth, 
from home into the homete;^ state, Bnt on the sevemth day after the royal 
hermit, had gone forth, the Cete{it.)u) Wheel diimppoarcd. 

Then n certatn men went to the king, the imointed warrior, mid told him, 
fiaying I. Know, u king, For a tnith. that the ('rlMtiul Wheel hns tiiJKippean'd ! 

Then that kiniTj. brothren, the aiKn'iitecj waiTior, wiia grieved thereat and 
afflicted with iiorrow, .Aiul he went to the royal liermit and told him. mi^'ing ,' 
Know, sire, for a truth, ihat thw Uulefttitil Wlieel Idia diBuppeitred, 

Ami the anointml Iniiff so saying, the royal hermit made reply; firieve 
thou not, <hjar son. that the Cchmtiol Wheat litis disfippcarcd. nor be iifflioced. 
For no paternul heritage of thine, dear '•on, ta the Celentinl Wheel. Rut yerily, 
dear stm, turn thou in the Ariyaii tiiruing of the WIicd-turiiiTS, (Act up to 
the noldo ideal of duty .ict beFon' theiiwelves by tho true sovereigns of the world). 
Then It may be well i hai if thou carry out the jiriyau duty of n Wheid-turuing 
Monarch, and on the feast of the full moon thou wilt go wii h bathed head to 
keep the feast on the chief upper tcixai.'e, lot the Celeatinl wheel will manifoat 
itavlf with it» thousanU spokes, its tyre, navel, and all ite parts complete. 

But what, sire, is this Ariyau iluty of a WTieel-turning Monarch ? 

This, dirrw son, that thou, leaning on the Norm (i he Law of truth and right- 
eouflufiss) honouring, respecting and rovoring it, doing homage to il, hallowing 
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it, Iwiiig (JiTself A Kcirui-bftUfter. a Nom-sigmiL having the Nxtrm as thy master, 
ahouJrlHj; provide t-he rijiht wati-h, ward, and protect.ioiv for r liuie own folk, for the 
amiy. for t 1 j« noblM, for vaasalR, for bnilimmi* and lionsc-holders, for town 
and country dwellfirit, for the religious world, ami for tteasta and hitclb. Tlirou- 
ghout tliy kingdom let no wrongdoiiig prevail. Aud wbosot'ver in tliy kingdom 
iv jMwr, to Idtii let wealth be giv-i-n. 

And when, dear snn, in thy kirigdnm men of religifiiia life, rcnoimeing 
the cattle-ssueiw tiriHvng from the ini:<jX.i[!ai;jon of the aeriscs. and <lcvotcd r.o for- 
bcarimco iiml sympathy, each ma*teriiig aelf, cimli i;nlmitig nelf, ooch perfecting 
self, bhalt uonte T.o frcmi time to ihne, 0111) ijiieation thc« Cfou-t-mitig what in 
g<Hal and what is bad, whai is c rimina l and w'hur is uoL whut la to be and 

what left unrJoue, what line of aetton will bi the long run work for weal or for woe. 
thoo shoTildat hear what, rhny have io *ay, and thon filmulclsi deter them fi-fun 
evil, and hid bliirm fake n]J what W good- This, dimr son. is the Ariyan duty 
of a sovran of the world- 

Even so, site, answered the onoiiitial king, atnl obeyiiig, rarried out the 
Ariyan iliity of a ^ovtati lord. To him, thn» behaving, when oil tbe feasr. of the 
full moon he had gone in due observance with bathed head to the chief upper 
terrace, the Colestial Wheel revealed itself, with it# tlmiumtid wjH.ikcs, its tyre, 
its na vel, and all it# part-t l oinplete. Atitl sefdng thist tt oi-cnrfed to the king ; 
It has been t^^ll^ me that a king to whom stinh an occaiuon tlie Celestial Whenl 
reveals itself completely, becomes a Whcel-tiim'mg nionarch. May I even 
also become n sovran of the world ! 

Then, htethern, the king arose from hia sent, nnd iitiMivcring Ida robe 
from one nhouhicr, took in his left hiiiid a pitchor, and with hia right (land sprin¬ 
kled ii]i ovor the (fclostiftl Whoul, saying r Roll onward, 0 lord ^VlmeS 1 do forth 
iiiul oveicomc. 0 lord \Vhta.'lt 

Then, hretlietn, the CVlestinI Hlieel rolled onwards towards the region 
of the Bast, nnd niter it went the AVlieebtuniing king, and with him hia umiy, 
borwj nnd chu-riota and elephanta and men. And in whatever place, brethom, 
the AVlievl stoppetl, there the king, the victorious wnrdonl. took up bin ahoile, 
and with him his foarfold ormy^ Tlwti uU tin- rival kings in tlie region of the 
Bafft come to tke sovran king and said: Como, (> mighty king! Wcliiome. 0 
mighty king! All is thine, «.> mighty king I Teach ns, 0 mighty king! 
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TIjc king, thfi sovran war-lord, thus; Yo shall sUv »o living 

thing Ve ^hall not take that which has not been given. Yt shall not act 
wTongly touching hodily desires, i’e sh»H apeak no lie. Ye ahal) drink no mad- 
demng drink, linjoy your pO!«esiiion as have liepu wont to do. 

^ Thpn, Urethern. all they that went? onemy kings in the region of the East 
lieoami- vassals to tlio king, the Wlipel-tiimsr. 

Then, brother, the Cdivitial Wheel, plungiap down mto the Eastern 

ocean, rose up ,„it again, and tolled uiiwnrda to the region of the South-. 

(anil there all hrtiipened as had hflpptaiwl k the Eaftl. And in like tnanner the 
CelfiStjnl Wln-al. plunging into the Southern iwreau. rose tip out Hgain and rolleil 
onward to the region of the \Veat...-.....flnd of the North : and there too all 
liappenuil aa had happened in tJie Soutli ttiid Wert), 

Then, when the Celeatial Wheel Lad gone forth conqueriug over the whole 
earth to ita ocean UiMindary, it rettimod to the rovsl city, and stood, ao that 
one might think H fixed, in front of the judgment'hall at the sDtrance to the 
inner apartmi+iit of the the of the world- 

In tfiis imugery the royal palace having four gateways in four dirootiona 
m the perfect example of the ommon. Ab, indeed, the palace of MahSaudasiMuia 
m desonbed to Ue and which is named as the Palace of Piety (Dhttrmft^prdmda), 
Tins correapoiida to th,* abacus with ita foiirfold syndmli«m of Chnirra* and 
^unn > * Baid tliar. the DfMirma-irfmkra of the isovcrcign starts from his 

Tliroiie c.r.r«sticein (,he vtmtte of the pahiee, and rolling to the ends of tba earth 
and the ocean comes hack to ite source. The king who stood on the htghust 
terrace of the palace is typjfi.d l,y ,1,^ four lions. Tlic Divya-chakra^ 

wriio, winch iippeafM before tlie Oh^kramrfi sovereign, of coum, h seen as Uie 

crowning DAanna^M^u on the heads of the lions in the schema of the CWra- 
dtiMoha, 

_ ASok. MIowiiiB tw iM of » Chahaxwti «.v™igu iiko 

UtwMB rtoK „«m* #na (tal of Priyu,l«,if there is sn iniulioa 
kiMhip. He took K. this psth by O new kiml of viotoiy vit.. Dlumma Vljaya 
which IS eel forth os mamma Lipi engroved on the Dhamim ThamMaa. In this 
there Is nolhing new since the deUilccl ojuilnnelioo of his Bharma follows almost 
cctlW„, the C-Ar.k,«w,rtM.,„,„ given above. Tlie divine or hesveuly wheel 
Wteyo-CAofeH) wsa the roremoet poescssion of the Ckakmmnt kine and topne.J 
the het of *,v*n Jewel, which each Chaktamrtl «,veteign invoriahlj posse^es. 
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Tht? iiafi incladcii an oloplinJit, Gajaralna {UjHUiaiha Hasiir^ija) and a hotac, 
.4►^^v^r^fTi^w^ {Btiltihftka Ait'artJja). TLr author of t-lu* Dtqha Nib\yn calh it a 
divya-Cfnikra^ratiia of oiii} tliouaancJ etpokas streojithetivd by a 

folly aud a jirtoI (mmmi^Samhhi-mkftifriira-chtikm], 

According to the aticient conception a Chnkraviirt^ king stood like a tower 
in liis C/futkra or ilominioti with the Unibrcllit of Royal power over him anil the 
Seven Treasures typifying the great poi^'aaiona which belonged to each 

ruler or individual itiaater of a hotine-hold {dmm danif ifnpta nirfinjk dadhamli 
RV. Vx i-5}. tiideed the Chukrat^rtl ia depicted us mining a filmwcr of wealth 
which citeiiTatod throughout Ida kingdom where lita DJmnrta- 
i^hakm was constiuitly mtirig. drawing its irrcijiatibhs jio^ver from the Throne of 
Justice iftstallwl in the palace, A^oka wa« fttriviiig tn function us an ideal 
Chakmmrtt. He wns posisesaed with the idea of Dltftmma or aupernatiiral 
justice and he gave to it a new mterpretation. For liini Dhmnma was a d^Tmiiiir 
prindple incarnnting aa the kingikuii of Piety {Dharttm-cltakrfi). He apenkea 
of DAwmmn'A’drwiM, Love of morality, riwo Dhammti-vildfi, a zealoiie mdoetri^ 
nation of tuoraJity and ihstruotton of the people in 3hartaa. 

He initiutod a new programme of winning the people of his kingdom Tij morality 
(Dhajrnn^x-Vijfttfa), For this purjmse he iuticribed golden words of morality 
(iJAorttHfo-hpi) engraved on lofty columtia named the Pillars of Morality 
{DhawtMa*Thumftha), The king Devaufttk prfyml*irM mtemln to promote the 
practice of niorality until the end of tlio w'orld {DhtimMa-eharopiTfi iiva sami’knpay 
Asoka, the author of the hies of Dhtmna-chnkm Pillar, has thus Interpreted 
his conceptions of Dhuintm : 

**T1iis is the most excellent duty, nutnely, instrin^ion in morality [E.^t 
hi kutiUtte ffii dhantjminH^tifuwim, Ro4'k edict 

Ue atartetl h perpetiiuJ se^ion for lUe (lift of Morality (Wnrwjwii'/Jdmi) 
ilesiring the inBreaee of tnondity ainongst Ida people {DhauiM^i-widiiht), Tie 
went out to mingle with bis Hubjects on tours of monilitv called Dfianmta-i/tlta 
and conducted oijen ayiiipiiaia on topics t»f morality {DhtitHmti-jwlipurht'hhti). 
creating the welfare of ihe people through morality {Dhanmn-tmngatft). He 
knevr that T.h« building of the State aceording to the new ideals of Dhatitma was 
indeed didioult and therefore he advocated a new kimi of btense devotion and 
zeal (Affra-prakrerm) for obedience to the {inuoiplea and practice of muralttr 
(/Wi/jniwa-^uaifa*?). According to him there is no such gift as the gift of morality 
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or Jiri^niantunce thripujih mumllty i^5'A(imwff-wi#w/(T»Yi) or. 
hrcMuUjJMitiug of niopwlity (Dhamiint-mthmlMifa). or ltin«lti|> Hirougli morality 
{Dhamttui-imtiibaniihn)- The riogmg woril^ of rhj& laying down Im 

interprctHlion of Dhnmnfti cl'^ivr and ^poctfic. pratTticftI and [jurposufu). It 
isi iiiteri>retatio[L Umb lioldft goml in tlwi oatic of Un- DhfjrTtm symbolised 
by tbe Dfmrtuti'thtiira of the BiuMJitt or (be Chfii-TU'mttui of n Chnk^i'itrti 
king. 

Thu LitiiUi I i«foro idearly etxjjTHins the DhurfHu-ffitdra-pratnrtttna of the 
Buddita as a DfiafrUii-Yitjaa at Dk*iytH(i-mrgha ahoweeii of Dharmn Tlvc wLwl 
of Dharmi w called an -4 wn/o-cAo^Tfi (Ij.V^. 2(1.17) and AnvltiiTa-ckakm [IMitu 
36.12}^ eyobllent wheel than whioh there ia iintbing Ujp^er or more 
wunderfiil (.idWtu/am. L.V, 26.13, 20.17). *'Thii great proachtir of divine 
niujeaty bae aot into motvon the Dhftrma'rhakta for the welfare of Timuy. for 
tlu." liappiiirsH of ftmtiy’i aa rouipaaaiatt to the whole world, fur the giKxi ami 
happiness of all giatd aivti men. O Teacher 1 eri^ate iltiH ' idioVrcr 

this rahi of lilurtirta "', raise thi^ lofty haiitiur of Dhnmut \ blow this tond conch 
of Dfmtmu \ strike the big drum of 

MuM'dharma^tlhvfxjff is jubt the u^ipropnate title by which die idealist 
thinkers of die Gupta age would refer to the Wheel-topped Pillar of Aikika. 
the ancicni; Chukfa-^ainhhi. 

In the f.’Ao^rn* pillar there is a hannouy of ideahs, the Kahtira ideal of a 
f^AoJhrfrmrtf king and the Bnihmti ifical of a Sinhn The Buddha was 

l)ani ill tlie family of a Vhakra\Htrtx but was Jcfitined t.o hm.-i>tiin a Mtthti Yoijh 
This isexcmpliliediii chn DhatNiu^chakra pillar, the eoiiipwitte ideal of thy Bmldlm 
m not. different, from that of anetenr Koval Sagea (ffdjWrsAts) who eombUmd 
in them both t.em[raral power (A"*Aiitm) and apirltuai authomy (/froAnw), the 
latter typifted by the Punihtta of tiiv ruler In | hf person of Jiuiaka and other 
Rdjanhf kingB, this higher kind of tiijjcipline or philosophy uf life as stated b 
the OitfJ, was (;onsidert^d to be a speeital kind of Yoga, traditionally handed down 
as a (the Foreinost Knowledge) preserved !►* the best of eecret (Aljo- 

^fAyo), In the words of Coouiarafiwamy this represents a marriage of the 

* wRwwy, ajJtar^auf OTromr 

*Trf) Aa+nj^iala wprf't *pp?im *f i tra^ wmr^. ir^ 

iT^mwT. iT fuj iT wp fi^, 5^ Tnrqfn, itinw w^f?|f»rn i 

£jt(ilo yiabira, 36, Vaidya sd., p. 301, 
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dotiwn (Brahma) and the {Kshatra) (Cooinara&wamy. 

Authority and Tctnporal Power), In the words of Kn util ya'Stuta and Moral it v 
go togethor,' 

The wivole of this science nf |Jo)ity hii» to do witli a victory ovej- the powers 
of perception and AOtion (^ritsiwm fti iaslram idatn indTiyn-jatfak^ Arfhaimt-ra. 

,\^oka apeaka ikf thin biiid of viottiry »& Dhtitnuui-vijayai After recount mg 
Ida political victory imd tixpriiaaiiig his deep regret for it liecjiiiae of the 
snfFcniig Tnttieted on the cnnrjviered, he says, ‘^\nd this is the foremcwt victory, 
the victory of Dhanna'.’ Fie even ciijoiiia upon !m aticcosmjra regard 
aa Victory* tlio Victory of Dkartna which avails for this world jiud iJiv other*’ 
Htjck Kdict). 


Aftokii fiboidd lie rockoaed as on« in the line of the Great Chai^urarii 
Kings both going before and «’»>iiung aftaf. There is a traditional list in the 
Maiiraya^i rpanifkitd giving the names of ChfilTaixrrn rtilcra of antiquity who 
had realised the eiuptinesa of material enjoyment or the pleaBiirc of aeiiflca and 
concentrated their tiiought on the higher valuea of life (w hrjrc itth 

kdnwpfibhoyaili): e.g, Suclyuinna, BlulndyumuAi Iiidjadyumua, KnYalaySsvH, 
Yauvaiia^va. V’adhryaavft, Asvapati. l^aavlndn. Ilarifecimndra, Amhariahn, 
Nfthusha. Sftiyati, Yuyati, Annrayya, etc. They had Tealised the futility of 
passions like anger■ lave, greed, attaohiuent and fear. Tiiis is substantially the 
BOtne kind of cogitative approach towards life and the world as that of the Buddha 
mid Asoka. Tliv message nf AiSoka iw dclivenHl thi'oiigh Ida Dhitrma-t'iJmkrtt- 
st/imhlta is the sanic as that of Chal'rfn^an.l kings, who rulcil over lilmratii-Vjtraha. 
the country which wua dear to tndra, King of Mic tlwls, Vaivasvata Mmin, 
Prithu. Ikslivflka, Manilhata. Mindiukiinila. ftishaliha, Aila. Hnga, Tavatt, 
Ambarislia and others (BldBlmni Parva. I0.5-U)A 
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MAN IS THE PILLAR; 

Wl»y iliJ tliesp sfcat kin^ and for the m&tter oF likaf. any one liigli or 
)dw born on tW Indian give^ ftfTeutfcio to tbe motiherland ! Tt is not 
for pbysbral ooinfoit or joya, Init it U a spiritual tli? wiili those ideuh of Dharmt 
for which this country ftancifl* The idruls of truth, aupiome love, Tapas. de¬ 
voted tlfe, iiiui Brahma uphold the itarth in a teal soiumt and tliis is in 

eaaenee cho Dharim incnlcated by the Buddha and Asoka, as by other aagca 
and princes of roynl lihenjiie. Tliis lino bus not atopped and the. old legacy dci- 
ceuds from ganenvtion to g'lnoration on the rulers, thinker# and the people bouxul 
together in a common endan^'our nnd ideal to nttain the supreme valticji of the 
spirit end the inmij. The idea of eight artspicioiis b!i!:^ng» to beenmo iv Satnt/uk 
SamhuddhQ is er*eviil vriih becoming a C%thavftft^ king, tho latter being counted 
as foTemcrst in piety (vratru^ vi !i*mT fjiUta Visbm. 2fl). Indeed 

it may Ih? aaid Hint the uhtiro t^onr^iption of the symbolism of the Akiknn capital 
holds good in the case of each individual. Truly apsuking **JlL4N IS I'HE 
PlLLAB'S fts we read, ui the -Srt’Artddropy'riE'o Vfi-1 'The Life priiidple is the 
Pillar {Pr^l^ s/Aiimili. DU, 2.a,l).' 

An e^pterhj explanation of this symholisiu iii quite valid according to 
the great telipniis traditionH of this country; For example* the author of the 

(Tll.ti)!)) eiplaiiw the Bull as Bharmt. the Lion 
as Jwinai the Elephant ns ftiid the 1'iger liDiStoad of the horse) as the 

material body, and thnt nil thcac four were to be depicted on the i>cdcstnb of 
divine imag^. 

TIic Stnpu was idsu lUuat.rat ivc of the fourfold world, topped by a crowning 
hnrmik^ which was the sent of Uods; and simibir b the Lion-capital on the iiunmiit 
of which the Dhntvut-chtthtt wus consi<leix*d es the divine symbol {Dii'ytt-lintm). 
Hete divine and human nsperts of life ahakc hands for reeiprocei inspiration 
or common enorguuug. The pillar wm* not only the symbol of Man but also 
of Cosmos; and the divine principle that abides tn it is the immanent TcalUy 
and that is beyond it is the ultimate transcendence. 

The moat ftlaborato etnteniflnt of the philosophy of the pillar is found 
in the Skawbha SUkUtg of the Athan'avcda (X,7,1’4J and X.8.l*43). The 
Hymns ura a glorification of the Supreme Divine Principle which is the nlttmato 
cause and source of creatictUr embodkd uiuler the iinme of Shifubktt, the Pillar, 
Support or Fulcrum of all existence. According to this ifuktd I’rajapaU has 





MAH fJS THIS t'aLAll ftl 

iitl tile worlib «n the ri1Ioi'» Kaa taeJisiJttrti wt the variims |iArt-«i 
(►f thii Pillar wifwfltMj tiitf/nm, 2) ftiiil llu’ f>U'* Wnme a tbounaiid’ 

fuM tmlittirotihti-. (1), wliieli cticrcfiponfJri to tlio thoimarid «pr»bes 

of Biiddlift’s iihnnna-thakm and of Viri]iii«‘» jSioJurifil^iif TAwtro. 
TIuto nrr I href jiiittu of llu* piUiu, vis., tbo upjifr mfcldli' iuitidhyfma) 

and lower whieb t:yrr«iponit to heaven, mreniiedml& region 

au.l eanh The Lolm (22. ‘2ft., 22}. thrw Vedns (M) nad 

three {‘22) alnile in ttw Filkr T!ie Piilcir h tlie hoiitop of the four 

ri’^onji of space if’Afito^foJi /irodmft. US), Tlnnn iire tiru diviniuii-t <il thf 
pillflT. (Up fii^t ie cnlieil wJiioK if tin* uUiiimtfl (Tora, 25) anti atieioni 
211 ) the liiilHirn ai* d wae m ftrirntpiQ imtfhaimm »1) wliirlt 

iS!?(irrtf/rya H® Its ijiinjiie Utrth''riglil ftiifl whirh Id iiltw known aii' the liiglo'st 
Bnihinan :t2). The swon-l r^trt of the Slnwhhn w the one 

wliere tin* tliirty-tilted fireat tJtxlis (BriAoidn ipiTom Ztmifi, 2*} tamilirtBing tli‘’ 
liuBta of VasHf, Hudm^ arwl Adiujn* iihhle. Tiu*e two ptiTt- nn* respevtivuty known 
as ,'lsafNwiJtAn Iind ih'* one UAm higher f/'flMiiia) nnd the other 

lower (di'ara, ‘ 21 ). Tlie Mahd-Dhdrmu-rMl'Ta corrtrsjjrtoda to the upper 
pan ftiid tfie lower portion comprising the three elements of the fonr lioue. round 
jibiictta and oorres|»oi«a to (he Sat or mateiinl monife^twtiom 

Aem’itding to lhi» Vedir doetrine HS stated here {Mmird 25) iS«f tir tlve coamic 
majcHties of the TiTeat Hodaf^VwM Tktvt*) are imiv from * Praiiio mwtic called 
III V^eclie- edsnmgonv Prdtui or Life*principle is .'l*if (/’fond wi 

affjK SB* liiid fthiti, or Motfer w Snt. Tliew? iwo iM.rl.ioiis, viz., J/oA.i* 

('kahrrt above and the thnw component pait* ht'Iow Imve ii variimt ti'-rminoli>ny 
Tlie Jitst in known iie //iroijiswijiirMo jtho fiokkm th-nn) and tlm m'oud ae 
Utranffii ((IhWI ; that which tr^ihe germ ia nnrimnlfesi ami therefore ilie iittimate 
ir(\ famti) iilamt which iiolhiiig can lie pit^dicnted t- fiiflrywtfiirH). that ia I'cyimd ilio 
cfttettory of words, nr hclongitig to the region of silence and eternity, ^lut b is 
Hit* 'xttfhfi'fttdkm wkU-li with it* thousand t^pokea eoiTe 8 p 0 hds to the thousand 
syllalJi'd arucU of the ntuimte KeaUty iSaha^AUdrfi ey<^«iftn), 

lli/ant/d or gold is the .iy«ih*'l of iimnilesUtion U iimAnuia lu the pillfti 
which on the one hiind fltocxl tw ihc primeval golden gnrttt in the world Kgg^ 
and on the othoi hn.** filleil the sj^aco bnlwecn fturtli and hcavaii with gold or 
ismiiifest Life and Light. All the worhia esUted In a latent form in the womb 
of tin* FiJIar {SifimUft idatA toTiwm hAmvJhrtie d ciecio, U5), and from there iht'V 
have bccTDitie truiiiifeat {Lftktitt fnrvan titthilnaie-, ftd), Tlie Pillar « the Bcitig 
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ut MysU'ry, h migtity Y^ihha .“ttiimlliig nl tlii* of tin- worliJ on (,lio siirfatv 

of tho Wfttors or the lofin'tte Onoim ropT(««'«itL*tli here a# thu Water in thii pot. 
The pillur jitiiiidi) Jike tlie trimJc of thi' cosmic tree t skaurfhcfL fttJ). Tt 

i» tile Ciotclen Reei! npringing from the depth of tJip HotKl ftirantyttjfnift 

iL^hlhfuitfftii Miiili, -il). Wtu> ie tluf^ Pilhif, Tree or need | fit' the iiivRterioiiii 
IwfTfii «f Life (Hit mi ^thyaff pmjapiti^, 4iy 

Here ive find tioine oatplid:!: b(licatioii« by wlduli we mfly utirlprfltanfl 
the ;«ynihaHdTU of PrAjitpati as the Pillar, the iminortal BOtirw of rnonal CToation, 
whose pnmevnl onlituniijes work out after a biusnl diiMlHy e-xpTe»ift?t1 by many 
UiiiDPS, fi.g., Antit atiil StU. and Z/franya. iSatmi#^h'‘fiwAf7*eJb»it-rrt 

lOifl Vya^hti-rh/thn. Tho/'A/iATfi at the (op and the three ecunpoinsiit )>arts tjidow 
conform to the ulmve two-rohl Byntboliam, The lower [lorrion exrmptiftBd 
mitiiy ttf thn TriaOft. e.g„ Tridem, TfiJoZ'O. Tnr^tn ami THffuifa, Tlie-iftAnfo' 
yrtllava iiiotif correKpomla to Vifthyii of SatJva yunu : the rniind nlnieiii* with 
four unimuli* uiid smaller (•Jmhu* to the fpiollty of Hirjn$ or Jirahmii: and tho 
four lloitA to the prineiple ol Ttmn* or Riidra. Thin is the triple rhythmic 
ascending dispositlou \V^dhm~cJihajtdii*1i of the tirinitanan roAinos o'it.h odiinh 
wo are familiar in Bmidhitm, .Tainifini. nmt BriiluHamem. The one bei!omes 
tlm*e ill visible irrctttion and this nmkes up the fotir part^ of the Capital, We 
may sec tJniti this difTereauatiou of the Oim aa Pour works both vertjifally 
and laterally. 

The ncict Uyinn in the Afhirmimht (X.8.1-441 oairioA forwartl tho ^itne 
idea of the Urcat Ttivinity (./ye^AfAri Tinthrmn), hut this TiiiioiLs,(’'biikrii, Thus (lit!, 
two hynijus {Sfiktas) together doBcriho ilin riJLir ami ^Vheel (CA^Am). 

They fumiRh a ootopU'te formtila of thi* CAaArU'iojipeil INllar ua eoneri4iseiJ 
in the SSiimth (Tapitnl Jiml fVthmm. Ueie tin? four-fold diviaiofi of the Pitlnr 
or of the Wheel Is e!ium!mt.ed. 

That, wdiirh WHS JVMjtiles* iifi rntr^ bt-oame four-footed oti cr/rah This 
wnA ihf ancient iloc-Lriiie of LfttUwhjHid ^/wAuih/i, originaJly mentioned iit the 
PunwAo (RV. X.!K».4}; eame m OAo/uM/HTd Mmil of tin- Uptmhhuik 

or the Fonr-hraidtrd Maiden {Vi*nht^hli:<i}iartl(l RV, X. 

HymWudng Infinite Xature. 

’ artRv ait ' 
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Tbo ennetipttoii of the eosnioR as the ont^'orne of tHe juxtuposit ton 

of the Infinite iiml the Finite iit ehiiidy menritineti here '>''/<#/«# f»iru- 

trfinanlmiwiitavachchS mmant^^ AV, X.8.12)* These are like the two hulves 
of ft single nltiniAte reality ; by one half the worUls are priwitteed and the 
other half whh li remaiiia heyoiidis unknown {Artlh^'m MjfiJOw Wnnwiww jftynntf 
i'lW /nj/iAtiiwi. A\. Within the woniH Prnjiipiiti la 

moving, fie though uiuieen is horn in iUuny furrnti. With one lirtif he engemleTed 
ail creation : what Invuner points to the other half [Yadai^iirdhonh #n 

Ivinli, AV. X. 8.131 ? Thw qut*sfion alioiit the identity of it* unmanifest liiiU 
portion uWt caiTUis its inijfw«T with it. viz., PrHjiipot i hinimdfift coin prised of both 
the halves, both mitiufoKt mid iinmaiulV'jtt (iVirnWo. Anirnlfti). Liinited and 
Limitless^ ,lp«ftw<V«ij. Peath and InmiortHlity di#*fiOr^, Finite 

iind Infuiito (j'JwftKJwt, Atutnlft, i$B, 


•Several |a»iiits ahonl tlm .Eighty Divine ('reator manifested both as the 
ftiul the rillar iiiay t)e noted here. ITe is Doe in his? transeendental (fcV'ojviff) 
aspect and foxirfold in immanent form (fjAaOwAj'Kff/). Tlie Abaolnte hcconies 
dlfTerentiated^ but Mili retain* iU aiiigulftr or utuiarinn mitiire (I'rnwH/OTm W 
gi'inAjkUytt AV. X.8.1T). Ita t-wo aspnefb. viz. tli« inlinite 

iiini finite are contiguonif, i.6. miuntniii n ihmamir eontact for whieh some 
tiiysterioua power nulled AeAnjiwifn (( tifardian of the hetivcnly ridge which joina 
the twoj 18 responsible X.SdS). In the pillar capital the junH-ure between 
tJie great wheel above and the lion eupitul below- represents the .^nku or 
lujavenly summit whieh regulates tlm relation-hip <*f tin- imnumifeat womb 
of the (miverse a* the greiiT wheel and the man if* sled cosQUm as lIig trinity of 
the worliLs {tMu] and the Devaa (fiidcml etc. It ik also statcil that th*- trans 
-enaent is iiiHntie Ifisrtw%cj/»j). btU ia clningiiig iiseir Into ruiiU- immt.eM as 
hundred, rhousand, ten thiuiSiiinU u million etc. The corpus of the Divine 
AliHoIute symbolised as Sahomlra h Wing parwlleil mt as lUihrhrirn. 

Siwihrn. ihiidasilrn, *SAndo.hmi- eAoi-rvw on the plane of mou-rial main- 

festatioii. Rut the original wheel remains niiimpired which is it* beaiilv 
(ibiiL X 8 . 24 ). riuch w the inimortul pm^try in the eoiiatitittion »l the wfu-*.! 
and t he pillar, viz., the divin.‘ entity that neither ages nor dies (.femNV« 
hhr.faih MO raoiiidm mi .wd», AV. X.s.aa), The go,U nnd men. viz., 
ctde<itial and cart hi V powers both are fixed ill tin* tuivel t4 the whetd like its 
spokes, which assures the coiiti imity of the tomtion of thejvheel and eonjotnt 
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fnncttanin^ of pnl^tc vJiatgy aufi Tiri(itt<*T,^ Here fjKjt'ifif DiL-niion w madie 
ortli*^ wat*Tv flood And t,i<u flowi^T titui iiisuiiii friHii from it-* li^prlt (o/tflift 
ibitL X.fci. 3 'JJ, wUitdi in jo*l tin^ P(Inw*j/Artfo or flhitifr-paUtf'n ayiiiJigl id fUo 
of i!ip ciLpiiat, 'I'lii; fiott'Ci' ia iViiiii nnd tin? pot is A*'*-oi' diny to 

Vijilir' Hyrnholiatri tW irffter's. itowifyr th*’ lotim or Akhi or the life^principlo 
which s5^bolisc» the^ itrcut.ivi* ftii'CA* csIIimiI Btifhmfi whosi' scAi h totns.^ Th« 
moth^ly potency of tin* watiJr in itic pot li?comi»^ vi«ilde an tin- lotir^, Unrl it 
furthci' oxtends as die fourfold cosmos. All this proeoast is called 5 i«uWfi or tin? 
inUin«ic jw>wer of MotlraT XsiuTC of which tJie souji:o is iii the topmost whwl 
which allhough dcluclit'd coutrtdf^ lhf> whole costnic fhj’t-liiii,. Whntevoi.iiiovo* 
mc'ut or rovutulion is iii thu HinaUt'r witeirls Jath^w Iid;^ ttii souri'e tn the pront 
wheal uhove. The tot ua ( Ptippinhn] i» said to Ijm prognunt with Mil- three 

C’JlAKJfA: 

T 111 ' cfinceptidu of the f-ArtArw was fierfeetwl in the Visloa as the sviiibol 
of rtPUtiiui {(yillwl Itrfilmit V/tatm)^ and oftimfi {K^ttn ('hid‘ra)i It wtia lrtt<*r 
on kntiwo a» Stftk^rint Chatm which llio Binldhisks styled iis Bham C!ft*ikra amt 
Dharma Cfmkf« culled Trtftidhm. Fur iJii' Vedtc lldhkws ChaJfm wlhe uvnihol 
of movemeht (&ct/t) in nccordaneo with a rhytliiii {Chhmuiaaj, The Itnak tjiuility of 
wheel is its dualehurueturistUMis seen ill Uie uticent und dtsiwutiti us iho rhythmic 
iiiifiddmcnt of time in tla* furm tif the roUlton of jdgljl aiiil day (f/Aorof/w), t4ie 
bright and durk halves of i lio tuoiith {^tikhifkihHfui and IfisAtiujuoibAa], two ectio 
ester* of the Stum'ttUarti (uttfinlytrnft and daknihiiinyATffi), an<l loatly the ptrT- 
p riiseii t j >rlas-ss o f ai u itniet rori and expo nsion {aatnunf^hft jm*- /wijo^ B. 8, K 4. 
1*>)< of a forw'anl and tiaeicward movement {tiicfutpTtii chn, AB. 15. Ill and Vd* 
45; pum/i imivarlak paitfhti mvartak^ AV, X.Ji,7l, etc. The ^o/iwrfa coneeive* 
of it uft the hliivk and tho white Rttjftit rofisvi {kr*^f>vtii njjtttttt mjuin vivarteta, 
VT.O.J). Buidi spm'o ami timt* nri* t.lie uijtcfanr of movoitumi ami iKitli ore 
symliolieed ue fkakra. fii cempni'id uapinit past^ preaeni atid future form 
a oAu/'ra, and in the simt.jul rlie earth, afcy and liruvcu. Both of these are sym¬ 
bolised m nstm'i* iis ?iun amt Lhomforo Wrirtar^ijii or l^iltya is fHinreiV'eil «f 
as the tlrciat Wliee) tJfaAibC’Aaim or Bnlmni ChoJrrn). 

‘ nw ^arfw n^ianrgKt snurfifT fwtf;. av'. 

^ 4i(r ? t ipek Bt, i.t .14, 
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A frocjviont description of Kfiki'chttkiyi or Tiiwe-whttl hti claiitic 

aticoimt of tin; nundiftr of tipoke* */is tlw'«c {iryUrti], five {t>afwh»ea, [U* I. 1(1+. T3T, 
six {Hhtuptm. L lO'LI'i), twelve fifty 

I. 4}, «nd li tluiiLsaiid itaftain ^a/msrakxliQfditi prapuro- 

mpfinftcha. AV. X- 1(1. 87). The OMivxt in. the is dt'seribed uh 

Ajjtl jiUH^bhi Of triuilhht^. iVcriii is tin* elrfUintrcfcnw anil n'iifti is the eerirro 
of tlj(^ wtufol. Striuiifidy enough the Uiiihlhifita have borrowi;d this descnptioii 
of the A'flfa-cAni™ or Br/thma-cfutb'n uhuost t urbatim lor the Dhffutim-chitkm 
m given in the Lttli(n Vtsinfa j 

‘*f) monks 1 then ivt tliut time tin* Roilhifiiitt.vn of erent strength hnmod 
Jififtrmti-ckaknt^^pmt'art'i, writhtJu* tjuiijheiung of fVitV/nset in motion the Chuhn^ 
that wna studded with Tunny jewels, adorned with many gems, decorateil witli .* 
variety of bejewelled omnineiits, of thousand spokesi ut ihousniul rnya. having 
a navel, with a felly, with a flowiir garland, with goJd*tii fentoons, with u row 
of ringing bolls, frith a palm im]>t€asiaii of fragrant aobstanees. with a full vase, 
with the nnnd^h'&rtn ilerign. beautified by the .fenffliAo mark, ailomed by clotli^ 
dye<l in variegated eoloitta, beatueared with unguents, having fragraat garbuds 
of heavenly flowers, invested with all kinds of designs, which appeared before 
the Tatliagftta for the purpose of setting it in motion by tho potency of his pro- 
viovis meditation, purified by the ideaU of the Bodhisattva. dtsserving honour 
liy the Tatlifigar.asj invoked by «U the Tathiigatas, Arhats and Knlightencd Oiieji, 
which they had tepeittedly set in niutiau in the pTcmiing ages’*'. 

i^evcral iniportatil facts about I he Hinldhiat (Chakra are specifically 
munlicumd Smre; for lixample. b was a f.^Aci^YU of one thousand spokes, emitting 
a thouaaiid rars of light; with a centte \tinbhi), u full vase {PurfiH'h4»fbIm, cl'. 
AV. XIX. 53,!, purntb k»pMn (iilhi iAla Ahifdh), and a mark whmh 

again was the symbol of f^firya and iiUieient b the centre of each wliOLd, 

Tlie worship of the wheel wo.'S an intimate part of tlie popular cult It has 
Imen pro^'fveil up to now in every T-Iindu household where the comment'ement 

>■ 5T?3nt fi n»3n;iir nw i ItV. 1- Jl. 

t ^fir TTpi I UV. 1. ittt-ii 

* nv. j- ifn. 2, *8. 

, 'rm iFTinr ^rtc^nrsnfifr 

^ -n l /..to Vimr^. Vairfya «!.ai>3. 
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of ijiaTTiA^e c-f'-T'&tooivy taltcs place with ofTcring worship to tlic wteel of 
the Potter {Chehra-ffSjdt Hiodi Ch(\k<t-piijn)i who ia tt(ime<l it« Prajfipatl. Tts 
meiinmc is obvioim rl^t Marriage h l>y far the most importimt Inslrbution hy 
which the wheel of the OreJitor is kept revalvhiji for ever. AU the women iiiniiit<s 
of the, hooee ^^sil the Potter’s wheel anti pet form the ireremouy there. Thcrt- ia 
liattily siny other cult of finch uiiivcrsnl htihl as rAoA'rn-worfihipf 

We hove thus seen that thi? with its tall shnft, pot and 

folirtge. roitiitl drum i^howiufr eight Jignre??, ftsur aejant lione, and the t^rent Wheel 
on the top, stantb naa mpnnment informed wiili deep nieaiunp. expresaoil uriista- 
cnlly in a manner which is apparently conoeulcd 1mi revealed to the initiate 
eye' Evcr>' t^ymbo! is an^ce|>tibb? of an expanding meaning at aeverat levcb 
like Man hmiself, whose personality is nnfohling in many ways. Tlie rompletc 
pillar uW may he taken ua the aytnhol of Man, the i'uLl VaHc with foliage signi- 
fving his origin and birlhi the abacuA with its fonrfold patterns iiiati a phyainal 
life on earth, the foitr lions hli> Fni^ie or vital energies, and lastiy the Malm. 
Chak/B on the top the powers of his mind, and the tall shaft below »$ the <5J<«tinhAn 


or support of his vvliole perBomility. 

9o vittuoUy tlie complex syniholism of the Bamatli Pillar well answers 
to the statement of Vincent Smith that “ignenioua wunineiiiators might discover 
other meanings in the sytitbolistn* {ZDMG, 1011. p. 23A). In short the Ghokta 
ne the syiiihol of the Cosmos. Time. Bupromc Law (Vedic and Buddhist 
Mumnwl and finally of the LHviiie Will as expres-sing itptdf tlirongU Sian and 
society, was the common heritage of tlm entire Indmn people. All agreed about 
iU eiguifimiiu'e os haa been demonstruTed by thi* Utemry evidciicMiet fotlh ahovn. 
There is no option but to read it in its widesi context to which if truly iiebugr. 
like (icveral other synthois. ajj the Si'itmh, Piiryyi-f/hata, Lotus etc. Thuro 
was nn esoteric language for conveying the metapUysicis of thought in ancient 
India of whhrh these were like the letters of the alphabet. The rneatnng of 
the symbol explode'* according to the application, to which it ia put in accor¬ 
dance with the approoob of the thinker, ijo we have seen liow' the Pvnyt-iyhnia 
is itynilmlical of the source or the flood which proiiucc.'ir the Lotus or the Life- 
principle. The sccoiul elisment. vix, the four animals represent, the four-fold 
lift tare of firoatioii in dilToreiit types and variant modalities both in human 
society and in Xature. Tlie four animals are in («► way eonfiued to Bmhlhkni, 
but they occupy a. wide canvas both in space and time. Tim four aniajlcr 
wheels hove also a aignificant place. vi2, they stand for tho unity of the Prayic 
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or Divine rnnnple tliat h in M»u togetJwr with the vantitipn^ of rlie four plivwcal 
tvpe« into wliich the world ie divided. Tte Buddhist text, .m.fonnlr 
of the rolHn- of the Wheel in four direetious uud thuij tho four wheel, on the 
drum stand V the principle of unity in divoxaity which i« the charactemtic 
of life. Wliethor we speuk of Brohm3 having hecouie Four-face-], or of the four 
or of thft four-fttld tho osseiitini fact remaina ihe Bamo. The truth 

of Btatmont i, valid everyw^hero. TJItiuuiteh- it is the principle of .pi 0 .lruplu ation 
which wft, fti’c^pted imivcriwllr m Mi Mfmm), The four 

lions stand ns the s^-mhol of thv pfiuciple. that is mlenihip of a 

ilominion irAatw). Eatdi State is a ChM Md so is cnr.h i«d»vtdnsl uud in 
both splicrea tU temporal power h syiidHdiaiid u, ilie Lions. Iluddhn ^v«« u 
ChakYomrCr. Munii wua a nfMiM, Tmlra was the prototype of thc LAoirruTUrt. 
ideui desoendiug at the time of Airnlru MMtmh.ht in all .arthly rulers pro- 
peiTv coiiacerutod, Tho Ohakm Ima Itmi Itcld by niv emllcss chiiio of ( hfik mmrt- 
just tim Dhftnm-AiM by mnny prereding R.iddh..s, Tuthugidaa, AihiiU. 
Hi«bts and wise mom The v.iatody of the t^mpond power {hshatr^i) and of the 
spiritual authority {Brahm\ uHimutcly belongs to Man on the human plane 
and to Supreme Lrtw-giver on the cosmic plane. 

The meaning of the MnhihMra oti the heads of the UoiiiP b as varied 
as that of the four animals, and aurplmingly enough ita conception, as also the 
terminology explaming its -syrubolisro, was oommon hotli to the BuddhiM and 
the aueieut Brahiimnical literatme. We have also tlmt tin- ^ymboh™ 

of all these four component ports begitming from tin* /ht/pa-r/Mri ^nd eii.hiig 
with the d/oM-cAuitni w-i^ in th- aiwi-mtmo^t \%-iUc trailition. juid that 

without dbtiiictititi of any particular roligioii it was the soiinre of iiispimtion 
to idl people. Hurins the thiplH periwJ wo find « Imppy attempt to restate 
the mnaiiiiig of tlie muient symboL specialty by the lifith/avaUi teachers taltfng 
it as tho Sinbitiam-clmkrn of Narayarjia Vbliyu just jietlie lliidiihiHt., worahippi-d 
it as the Dhtinw thttkrfi of the Buddha. Both of them went to the highest length 
jti its deification. 

ft WIH iiitrodiicing a n-^W ooiirept in the s]>here of [wlityand hrinj>iiig it 
in confonntty with iha rpligious ideal similar to wlmt wus ihe idea of .V«oba when 
he iiidontifird Iihuscir ami hi^ kiiigilom wi(li the priueiple ofThi-<. theory 
of II Chttkmfn'n king poydig himiftgc to the flA.irmu-rAuiTfi i«lcnl perHoniJird jw 
C!tfil'ro purti«fi>t> IS urnphiciilly iiluBtruied on llu* Cfmkni-VU'nhHd coin of 
ChuiiHragni-tsi Vikramriditvit A l>.). 

B 
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Ab the Treflitar 1b Lbe centrollerof elmiki'ty tho king as the 

loader af Ms people ifl the ditcetor of hie timeB {ifugn-chokpi^^a Akjrbudh'^ 

nifa flSQ. 24). W'e BCrfiiflllr find nt SanoM a pillar sttrmounted i)n ita alj-teuM hy 
a free-staniiing male figure. Tie is said to W Vairajiii^ii, implying l>c(ili tha 
Buddha of that name and lodm aa thunderbolt-hearer ^oho porfeet ineuriwtloa 
is the aunointerd Idnsj by tlie coremouy of .'IrWw }fnfiahhishft,^. 

The new exptttnarion of Cltahm, givou by the HhAgavata toadtetfi, {ndniteil 
the entho fintd of knowlt-dge (firtAff-iv/uAn. ifrrd. 10. .52) and of the scriptural 
texts {/nWd/frtoJUi jffwlra-i'yuAH*) jut the two forms of Sndnrinna (liakra. They 
went atitl further in defining Chakra t^itdarsaim nn the principle of life (JVfiwi). 
Diviiio Power (.!/%«). Aetivny (AVw^ri), Energy (AiX'/fj, EniotionB (BAdm), 
Ideals (f7nme^/rM), Exertion {W^anttf). and Will 

We liavc tilfiO sflen that not only the Wh-wl hut aliw t in- Pillur ns 
w'us ft powerful olea rooted in Vedte synihofkiii and hav^Jng a v«rv^ Bpeetal Hlfirrii- 
fiennet' with resjiact to tin; I'oamoB nnd its friinttcendeitt aourcet vLtt.. 
who U the Sluimfikd or the supporting axis of all t he worlda and tllviue euergieft. 
Both wheel and pillar are the two sides of the s^ime medal, the pillar stamling 
for the fulcrum and the wheel for the motion or force that crentea a field round 
the ststio centre of rest. 

Tliere is one question to wldch we may finally draw attention. There 
seems hardly any dovibt that A^ka liimself waa the author of the idea of tibo 
hut. wliat was the mi^antTiite whhdi threw up this syinltoli^tu of 
the PA«rwwi-r7ioi:m pillar. The one answer is that- Aioka aligned himself with the 
ideal of after he ruled out war from his imjKiria! policy niul made peace 

the law of life. The Dhttrtna-chnktif typified the way of eon cord, love and serviee 
to all men. KoUowiiig this the author of the LtrJita Visfura callB Dfitiruut^chakta, 
to be the Sdim-cktikm or the Wheel of Feneo fLV^, 261. But wf shuohl go ileepof 
into the historical and cultural liarkgrouiirl which gave hiri li lo the fjfiurwti^tthnkm 
idea of the emperor. Tic was living in au age wlieii the epics vrere transfor¬ 
med into Ohantia tkimiufih. HudtW ideal iif tlie Janapadfi stnt.e was prol'niiudly 
devoted to Dharma. the maximum inruh'ution of morality for emh iiidi- 

‘ fpr fW ti; i 
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vidtiiJ. Aa a niiLtiter of faot the Dharnm of the Buddhn b based on the five 
priniaiy prinoipJes of morality^ v\z., Tnrtb, N*on-iujory, Kou-stedingi Purity 
aud Xon>p'os5e4«iou. Mauu also pFOpounded a <'ude of Dhtirnw coasistiiig of 
ten moral virtues. Alvapati, king of the Kaikeya country spoke of an ideal in 
which the Janapada state presided over by him waa free from theft, incontuience 
t ^Ttd moral uncleanlineas. This was also the Cha&ravarti-Vr<tut referred to 
in the Digha Nikaya, 

According to the li*imdya>Ui, Dhama was considered to be the highest 
principle in the world and truth, was Bupported on Dharmti {VhtrmiO hi parttmn 
loke ilhanne aatyarh firatinhfhitatHf AyoilhyS, 21. 41), The e^,tice of society 
and of oreatiuii b Dhf<rtna which Is an adccjimto means for the attainment of all 
e ru I a ( Dff^rmena hihhal^ surra hi d/iunntf ri fitm >' dixw'i Jtifjfitf At m,i)'» 0,) . Sitoil a rly 
ill the .llahnhlMmtH, Dhartm is cxt^Ui'd in many waysi the elimaa Knng reached 
in the Bbatata-Savitri cohipliou at iiic imd. It was historif'iilly the age when 
the r>}itinna-Silfr(t$ and the earlieBt Dkanna-^lstras were lieing draftfld and the 
Liinv*givers were buay in explaining Dhunnft both in its prat'tital aud phllnsophicid 
implicatiom.. At the end of atuih a period coinea Asuka with a problem created 
in his mind after a cruel w'ar, and the solution to tills biting problem he got in the 
conception ol'JJhnratu as it existlal in ht» time. How he understood it is explained 
in his Riliet* tUem'^elvea ^ j^impte c<Hle of universal moral conduce in vrUiih all 
mvu and womini. high aud tow. lii rdunauas and firfimo^jae; state officers and the 
people were invited to partiiMjtati; with utmost wincerity and exertion. He 
crcatcil a iicw' St a tv tiifiisi'd with tin* spirit of Dfwtm-tfijnyn, Thia w'as the 
meaning of the I)KAKMA-ClL\K:KA-^TA:)fBH.\ not only for .A^ka, but a 
meaning uccaptad in Hn* entire ludiRii civiUjiatiirih Hi! it has uvnlveil ibrough 
the ages. 
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KEFEOESCEe TO THE FOUR CHEAT AHlUALifi snwwu 'HJ] IK IKBIAN ART 
ASTD LITEBATUHE DEPICT^) IS OROUPS OR SISOtY 
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No 


SOURCE 
1. ItidD* V«lJer 

iL-- — 

AiuimIb mmliuig in 

file, on « 

pEim {itaAihnU, V<;1 
in, U 8 . Be. 10 , 
A-B; V«l. II. p». 
39&4,3d8j 

S. Indus Tull«y 

On W’fekUed fsmoiui 

PttinpAti Seal 

0 . Indus Vjidbj; 

AnttnAk tu eORifKHite 

fifore* 
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APPENDIX U 


[Prom ChflkkQvatti-Sattam, Nfiknya, til : tramlatioit pp. 43-40.] 

fiTWk, TT3|fT ^b 6|^ fTTH 

J iTfennisf fFfT IpI^rpT 3!|»^ StflTTOT* ^- 

T^. qffTTrf’T, T^^rT?T*fj t ’FnH?i«t ’TT ^ ^ 

4 > v^»HT 'R k iMiT i^r \ m TT +IIH*.4riM-^ iP^tsi STJUT^ffl 1 

"an? Piiwk, ^Twf ^11*1 TJTfif 

«^5rat IITTP^-^ Pf. »F>T? TfiFnrff ?PTT anr k 

I Wfir ^?WT55ft t ^ fMTOt 

nfr gfm JfsjsJilR ■n'HH-t ^Vntrun 5Pn ^ * 

5 ^t w Xa>im ^’W^- wfw%^ JTKm K 

W^IT ^ f^T t TTWl 

Pitt rt, ^HtT fiTTT, ^fWT^pt wW»i ^ 1 ^ «T 'PT Sr— itw 

^< t ipqrTi<^ sptt <r ttPt il=r ^ ^ 

ii nrppn wm \ ^^ir' ^ifk I^ fiJr ifwf^ i i^f? R. ttr pnr, 

<titf% «rfcrri i arf *R 4> fir R T fi»TRTf^ wwifk SRSI^ amrfR TRfr* 

FTPfr'fw I 


" 31 ^ ft™, TRT vm qirpnfiTRT 

WRTftr *iMn. Ttn amrfR T^ftt t w, ftRsk, TTftrftfti 

f^ 3P5TWrf^ I 


•'SR !ST, FiiTsk, ^3 ^ItH?i '^RwT 5^ TTsn ^f^**i ^^rfvfk’rfi ynpra^ftri ■aW^jjfflRt 
TRTsf !ff^ q a i ftifaf T H, ^RRrPl, ^TTthw aptlTf^' ^ (Sft. 

ftn^iR, ariT ftR ^^WTrR apnriHJ ai^Tftf, ippriRif t i 

«T Vt Tff^ i fk; -miftTRT TiftFfk i??R?rR— 44 , 4 R=Trfk, f 4 R 4 ?Tf??!l 4 JTFT- 

T%?r'f 4 * tR ft™* trr 4?tftTftF^ tra^wFii—‘m ^ r, m^. r?r^ ^ 

TiT^ 3FTTfi^ M1^, WT 3^1*144? 4 qfslfl^^'T I 4 f? 414, ftR 4W^44 ’if'Ti' 

514531 I rf R, 414, *lW 4fli4ftR4 44Tft 1 5H 41 1% ftni^fiT 4 h 4ft,4 ^^ftRW 
4 ^»CR T 4 441^ fftfFSRW 44fRl4re4T*rTOl 'Trpff^wf^ 

*H{t 4 K ««jHt'-’jft'^'-' ftr I 







































































CUAKKAVATTI-iimTA 65 

3Tf^ ? 

'%ir If f5r, ?TTfT, ^ 07 PHHfO 7«l TWf 77 4^S'Tf1l (r«T TIHTTt 7*7 

vm 77-< r o7 i vt1 u t ffi gTr tpht^ TnnfinsiTT srfw7 twis^'Jiiirn 3ifffiJwr*7 f^irr- 

off7 w77irTfT%^ TTTTrrm 77»nrmmg fTirw^ i tt 7 ?r, ?iT?r, fof^ 

<tn^m»,[^ 77m?W 17 7 7, 717, 7771 3!*7 77 7 TTWO^lTarrfW » 7 7 «, TM, 

WOOWRT HfdftT^T 7l7Prfr57 Rf^if 77^^ l{TTO pf qfT- 

iTeTTlfit?, cT 7m TR5 TWff^ 7lTp#Tinf7 Tfr^Sf^TTfU^fiF, f77, TfT#, ft; 
fim, ftr Tmst, ftr nftT^f, ft? 7 ft? 7 Tfftm arifTHT fRWO srw, ftf or 

77 7 1^^77 1 7 7T7T7 f^nO" *PSt7 *1*77 fs ? Nt ®5WT 7 7 7f7ft777^7T%. 4 fTef ff 

TTITTO Tmifw I ?5 rlTf 1 7 tItO Tmf^mTTT ( 

'‘4^, Tnrr tIHtI t^tN^ XTfwfin=r aiM Tmftr- 

7^ Tftr i 7n7 3ffit7 7?nTPn7 cR|7l77 77117 mTT'fr'fW TOFifireTW "J^ri'llTI^* 

7i*h4h ft«7 -iiwm fPrftRf ttiItv i ftT^rr 

74ir7ri|f1»7 77 ilrf—717 Tm1 TSTPrlmir IKTlIt 

T l ff ^ RFT 7 ql7ft7^*7 ftw 7W177 77^77% TflTR fPTTfun; mT- 

M.K H rqr, ?ft tRT 1 3Rti ^ lot 7# TRT 4++.7'cli'(lf ( 

"apj- 1!T^, 1473%. "TTr 'Jjmmf *^77 TftrTT THR ^47 

ftl^Tt 7^=71 <:ftHv'H TITTFR STSTfelr—■'RrFJ 44 TWTRsf, arfwftmTJ 44 

M*M-<-i4'f7 I 

"44 W 7, ftm, TWm 'JifTTf ftlf <7^, 3F^ 7T41 4+I.O'tfl 
7714 1 Tftq ^ 77, 17777, 73% 7W1 tT 7 7R TTST 77*4?% 7T7 Wlft^ Tfif 4^- 

Tf^ffTTT %77r I S' ^ 77, 14777, Tff(77R ftTR 714717171 7 IRH TWWf^ TW^filRT 
mr^—l!%, 74RR r RTTT %, 71^^17 l 77 ; 7 , 7ipT7 t 7^717, 7(117117’% 1 IRT 
mif—^%1*fl 7 ^RETt, aift7 TRIfTSi, 7 TftTRT, ^ 7 TlfiRiTT, TtjI 

7 ORR, HTT^rt 7 7^777 % I 7 ^ f17. 1477%, fTfiwir ftriR ifFTlTITt k rssft TW* 
TftlW ol^TTfT 4^ I 

"art 4T 'f, l7w%, 7W177 film *njf anarrtrfiTr T^fFriTRi Tft^iif ftq ttUt"* 
7*’' -Tftw arxlfllJ^TT TT^feTr'lftBW %7r 77%, 3(R%7 717T TWTqf *r% T^ffTTr 
itTFT t Tfjir 77, f7W7. *17% fts7 TWiSR 7r7 TITT 77777T TUT TOnfsB" 7% 

%7R I S 5!% 17, film ftUR ifd'MHl % tttR 4^7% J'lWflfKHr 

7?rrT4 ( *7177 7, 77T1T7 I 7% %, 7fPT7 i TifniTT'ft I 



















































































































CUAKKA-DHVAJA 


Mi 

TRT ^ 3^ftW ^RFWi *T 'iRrt«il| ^wi ^ '*TTfRH*4T, 

^ 5T ^ Tpw'fiT \ t wr 'H, f^, qfemfrft n 

w-'^HfUr+f I 

‘'m ^ V. BJil'PIflHV TW^tFr^ fw T^* ^- 

%^^?RT *if? I '^f^ ^ ’^1 'jFiJifH, 

^ tm ^ rmf^ irf? wiiff:^ $ -R, f™, 3WT 

Rm^. iTjKT^ I W 

K t 3FpiTW, ti^nw’fe [ Tnrr ^+tWl mRiir—"iMt sr *rfi« ^tptt^. ^- 

5f Tffi?TRT, tfWT 5T RlTTfWT^ *T^ ^ ^RR| St < ^ ^ 'R, fwTt, 

■StfTR ferni ^ T*®ff 'H1'MRH"fl WpiRT 1 

"am 1^ g, Nw%, ’R*PT?H ?T^fRR ^ srfirftftrfiTRr =r(R -rsfrw 

^33f, aiRTWT^ af^rfe. rssfr sp^ 

fp^RTT, IIL PI*, sa-ua {D^vAinigari wL* pp. -la-aO) 












































APPESmx Tlj 


From Sl-YIT-K!, Transbtffd bj S. Beni, Vel, I. pp, 9*17. 

Thw SalittlokH world U tbe throo-thonsniid'great-tliouaand tiysrera 

of worlds (cAibVv?o,^«j). over wlitcb oae Bmldlia exercised spirituftJ nathorfty 
immrrts nnif fii tbe middle of th« rluliwosni, illtiminutwl by 

« 1 H* *un and mwii. nre tlie four ooutunmte, in vrliudi ali tlie Butbiiifw. lords of 
the world. api>ejir by iippantionHl birth, fiml here also die, for the pttrpiwi* (if 
jcniding holy men uiul worlilty iiHsn. 

The mounfam called ^^^^merTl stnmli* up in the midst of the gteBt eea 
dtnily fixed on a eirivie iif ^ohl, HrOuiul wliiiOi akourdain the sirn anil moon 
revolve.; this mtitintflin is perfected by (vompofii<d ofj four prtHsjons fobstaoces. 
and Is the n-bode of the Devii«. Around this arc seveH inokJiitain-rniigea and 
seven (was; hat ween each range a dovi'mg sciv of the eight peenliar qualities. 
Outeido the seven goldan mountain'Tongo is the salt sea. There are four lands 
(countries or isiands, 4njw^) in the salt sea, which are inhabited. ()u the east, 
(Purva) Vtdeba; on the south- Jambudvtpa; on the west, Godhanya * on the 
north, Kurudvipik. 

A goldi!U*whm‘l nioiiari h nde« nja'htcoitelv' the four ; a silver-wheel monarch 
rules the three fcxceptina Kiiru}; a (‘Oppei-whorrl rnonarnh ndes over two (except¬ 
ing Kuru and (bidlianya): ivnd an itmi-wheel monareli rules over .Jainbiidvipa 
only. When a wheeJ-king is established in power h great wheel-gem appenra 
floating in simee, and coming towards hiiti, its ehuraem wheliiet gold, stiver, 
copper, or iron —delennitte#! the king a destiny anil hi^ ridJne. 

In the middle of Jamhndvipa there is. a lake eidled .\K,\V ATAPTA, 
to the south of the Frngrfiiit Mountains and t«i the north of Uie great t'liow)* 
Mokuduiiis; it is ftOD H and more in cir<uiit, it? aidcB aro composed of gold, silver, 
(apU-liutuli, and orj'stnl; golden winds lie at the bottom, ntkd its water are clear 
iia a mirror. The groat i-arili Uodhiflawvii. by p<iwwr of hL« vow, transforms 
himself into a fCSga-raja ninJ dwells therein; from his dwelling the coot watoiw 
proceed forth and onrich Jftmbndvtpa (Bhan-pu-ehau'l. 

From eastern sidn of the lake, through the mouth of a silver ox. flows the 
Ganges (K.ing-kia) river; enolrrling the lake once, it entors the ttouth-caatoni 
^us. 


CJUKRA^DU^'AIA 
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Ffom the sauih ot thu lake, tliroiigU a goltleu eleplumt'a mouth, proeeocb 
the Sindhu ft»it]-to) ilver : encircling the Inke miee, it (lows into the south'wegtem 

From the western side of the lalce» from the mouth of « home of htpis- 
laztiU, proceeds the river Vakshu (Po-tsu), and encricling the lake onoef it Talk 
into the north-vrestem eea. From the north side of the lake,, through the mouth 
of a cnratal Uou, proceeds the rirer $itA (St'to)^ aud encircling lake ottcet it falU 
mto the nort'h-eaatum sea. Thcv also saj that the streams of this river Sita, 
entering the curth. How out beneath the Tslh ro^ik mountain, atui give riao 
to ilia river of the middle country (China). 

At the lime when there is no [tarunioiint wheel-monarch, then the land 
of Jainbudvlpa has four rulers. 

On tJio south ’’the lord of elephants” the land here U warm and humid, 
sidtable for olepbonta. 

On the west ‘'fclui lord of treasures” the land borders cm the sea, and 
iL]>ounds b gems. 

On the north "the tcird of horses’* ; t-hw countir is cold and bard, suitable 
for horses, 

Hii the cast *‘the lord of men” : the elimate Ss noft and agrnwttbh* 
i«f/h and Ibej^fore there are many men. 

In the comitry of "the lord ordephiirds” I he people are i^nick and erithu- 
siastio, ami eiitirely given to iaarubg. 'Fljoy euli.ivati! ospceislly magical aria. 
They wear a robe thrown acrrcRis theoi, w*ith their right slioulder bare ; thidr hair 
is done up in a ball on the top, and loft undresawl uu Liu* four sidea. Their 
various tribes occupy cliiTarent towm ; their houses are built stuge over sriige. 

Ln the country of "the lord of treasures” iho people liavo no pcilitmicss or 
jnstiice . They aceu mm ulatrt* wcaltU. Their dtoss is short, with a left akirt. Tlioy 
uut their hair and cultivate their mouJtrtaohe, Tliuy dwell in walled towns and 
are ungor in profiting by trodo. 

The (icoplp of the country of “the lord of horsas” are naturally 
wild and (icrc;v> They are cruel m disposition; they slaughter (cratWls) anrl 
live under brge felt , they divide tike birds {going hvro and thtre) attending 
their docks. 


FKOM St-VU-Kl 
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Tho land of ‘‘tliu tord of men*' is disringaished for the wWlctn and virtito 
and jiwtic# of the peoplif. They w«ar a head-covering and a girdle ; the end 
of their dretis hangs to tho right. They have carriages and robes accord* 

ing to rank; they cHiig to the soil and hardly ever change their al)ode ; they 
axe very earnest‘ in work, and divided into classes. 

With respect to the people belonging to these thiec rulers, the eastern 
region is considered the beat ■ the doors of their dwellings open towards the 
cast, and w'hen the sun rises in the morning they turn towards it and salute it. 
tn this country the south side re considered the most bonoiirahie. Such are 
the leading characteristics in respect of manners and custoiua relating to these 
regiona. 

But with regard to the rules of pglittmcss observed biftween the prince 
and his subjects* between superiors and inferiors, and with respect to laws and 
literature, the latui of ‘^the lord of men** is greatly in advance. Tlie country 
of “the lord of elephants" ia imtinguished for rides which relotM to purifying 
the heart and releaae from the ties of life and death : tliia is its leading exeellEacy. 
With these things the sacred books and the royal decreea are occupied, tfearing 
the reports of the native races and diligently seArohing out things old and new, 
and examining those things which came before his eyes and ears, it is thus ho 
(i.e.* Ilhien Tslang) obtained infonnation. 



APpESDix ry 


Fn>m Tin cent Smith's Article "The Monolithic Pillars or Oohnnns of A4oka\ m 

mm.. Vol IsXY, 1911. 

^It rbn.'j nppoATS thnt the lion symhoJ wos the favourKt** The elephant, 
hull, ami hor^ iwcur, though rareiyj the VNlieel appeart once only l»y itsnlf, 
ftUii once or twice in i'omliinnttoiii with four Ufins. oi-.ciirfi only 

once, anil the stnhie of a niun once. The four qu(wlrii]>etls—lion, elephant, hull 
and horae -arc all caTrutl in relicr ontheedge of the fthueuwof tlic Siitnnth enpitnl. 
Tn finjie otlter Crtecs hue-relief of geese or jjalmottei? occupy the snuie poshion. 

The meaning of the animal symljoluim, wLichha* not beemiJvrnys under¬ 
stood, requires eiqilniuition, The Ibni: qutulrupeds Jinn, elephant, hull and 
honn,—owe their selwjtion primarily to tin* fact Unit they were regarded m the 
guardians of the four iinartoxa, namely, accordiug to the Coyloneue arrangc- 
mftnt- the lion of the north, the elephant of the east, the bull of the waat-, and 
the horse of the south, Thia explanation, already partly hinted at hy a note 
of Dr. Bntgess in Beal's tranahttiou of Hiuen Tsang ^11, p. 67, note 73J, was made 
plain to mo Ijy the Hr.comit of certain di&cov'eriee taade under the dirootiou nf 
Mi, H. C. I*- Eh-tl, Archiipological Omimissioiier of Ceylon, in the ruins of the 
Vijnyiiriimu inonastery nt ,\i)i{riidhnpurn, dHting from nboiit: Uii‘ eighth fenliirv, 

.Mr. Beil> Assistant found under each of the pon;hpH of the iiionustery 
a euhittal hrich cell, I font 6 indie» aquani, Em-h such wll imiilaiiii-il a small 
duuhte fared hum an ligurif of hroinoi, aud hrouze hum an tigurc^ were at once re¬ 
cognised ail being ihiute of the devuA, at dann'gisi 6 . iti charge rd' Uie four qimrters 
of the universe, aiuiiely, DliritariaLtiii, of the east ^ Wuijlm, of tlie south; 
VirupSksho, chief of the Nngaa, of the west ; and Viusmvaptt or Kiivora, of the 
north. Kauh iniagi' Lai* lih* liisitnctive attrfbui«,s hr explained in Mr. Fh^ll's 
report, which ntsutl not be cnotncrAted liei ci The important point for our present 
purpose hi the position of the several ohjeota. 

The contents of the coll» were as follows : — 

Eiist«ni—Dhritanlahtrn and elephatit ; 

Southern — ^Tirrulha and horse ; 

Westero - Virnpahshn und bull; 

Northern — Vai^ravapa (Kubera) and lion. 
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It ts plain that tk^se founcistioti depo»iX8 weir; Tnade is. otdct to {dace 
the monaster)" under the eare of the guardians of the four qimrterV. who are 
oppoinUd by Indra to defend the wroi'ld against the Asni«a or demons. They 
also, no doubt, tof'er to tlie antyprsaUty of the fliiirch. tbi* 'i ougreftatioii from 
the ftnir ^lua^terli, present ami absent' (agata anagala Chotudisa aagHsaJ Tho 
same four ttuiitdriipeds ret nr on xhe earlier ‘jimgnstoiies' of ( Vyjon, the Older 
being sometimes varied, and tiieii introduettou on the Awkan nioiiuiueula 
must have similar siguideatice^). 

All vridely popular symbole have inofe ineanings than one, Tlie linn, 
for inBtftjiUf, syinlHtU^ed tfautiimi* Bnddhu hiimseU^ "tlie lion of the 6akyns , 
and that would In- oU'> gfMKi reason Tor tliu frequent oeourreiiee of the lion on 
the Asohan c^itmnns. But prolndity the tnost ]ioterit nui?io» waa the af4Ao< rial ion 
of the aniiiml with the lieini god Kubera or VaWravapii, guardmu of the North, 
and King of tlip Vattshaa. who was a fovouritc oh}Oot of u orship midei' varioun 
names throuebout the Buddhist world from Kliotiiii to CVyloiJ*h 

The allocation of the qnadnipeds to the four fpwrtPfS tii .Vorthrni Inilm 
differed frorii that entrunt in Ceyloti, estept h» regards the lioii. which in both 
countries reprefionted the north.' The .lifforeuee is apparistit from Hiiieii Tssnig's 
eiiurneTatioTi of the mouths of ttw mj-thkal Aiunvtapm Lake in tJie eontre of 
Jamhudvipa, whioli is aa follows:— * 

tl3£ mouth on l■ast, 

Klepheut tiiouth on soutir, < 

florFie mouth ou wi:st. 

Lion rnoutli on ttorfh. 

The ocfim’em e t»f tlie hull (ox) on inu* of tho twin piTiars standing at the 
•■nsterii guts of the Jotavaim at Sriiviistj (No dU) iis thus seen To be upproinriate. 
.Siniilarly. at the l.<tiniKmi (hirdeti, the roUimii (Xu U) stiuiding to Uip Wfist 
of the shrine of tlie Xativity was I'orreetly sufUiouiiti’d by a tiorae. while the 
inonutiieUt |tLiei.'i) to the riort.b of the Moidcey Tank at Vnisillt (X« 7) Wiw pro¬ 
perly crowned by a Boit, In either l aws onr ktion ledge of details is not ^nlHeiani 
to warrarvl ]nirl 7 ioiiliir vJtphuLtJitions of the reasons why one aniiintl rniher than 
another was s.phu:tiiil- But, us lilrcady oWrveil, the [irerereiive stionJi IW tju- 
■ ~L !P. fk«llp pTfHfirMA fitr fit ^MrnrrTtnf 

pfly«rr A7f of lr|f. t. !». VXH^XXYT 

■ Seveiul illiiatmuHi!-•'t Yattrsvi^ui.-^r «ri1J «g|>uiir iu jay rertliLujuiiyr 

uuifc- A Hinatjf of f'ipr Jf( is Utfui »n-i *ww hi tii-j |irM». 
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Uon can be easily aecoonted for. It is posnible that the eeleetion of the dynbol 
might be bflttenced occaaoually by the origin or natioaaJity of the mouka of 
m adjoining monastery. A column erected near a monasterj* occupied by 
Southern monks well be placed under the care of the guardian of Ihe 

South. But il Is certainly clear that In all casee the quardiuped was sehcted 
aa the guardian uf a partioulai quarter of the world, aeaocinted with a oertain. 
deva. 

The significance of the wheel as the symbol of the Good Law !»« of eourse, 
familiar to everybody* 

The meaning of the more (.uoiplcx symbolism of the Samath capital is 
almoat equally legible. The column' and adjoining stupii and temple wero 
nreoted to murk that moat sacred spot, where the Wlietd of the Law was fiisi; 
turned, or, in plain English* Buddhist dyc-trine was publicly preached for the 
first timo- The wheel therefore was an obligatory njTnbol- The four lions back 
to l>aRk guarded tiie north against the demons and also symbolised the Master 
of the Law. '^Thus they were properly placed fl» suppartiug the wheeL The 
numbu four probably had some tnyatic significance which does not occur to me. 
The four quadrupeds in baa'relief on the abacus peinly mean that the monument 
was under the protection not only of the guardian of the north, but under that 
of the wardem of all the four quarters. They further mean that the proclnma* 
tion of the llood Law was the conoern and blessing of the Church of the whole 
world. Ingenious coxam onto tors might discover other meanings in the ay mbolism^ 
but so much is enough. 
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APPENViX r 
A 

From Sahni'R la Ms Rudtthht Ruin* of EAtnaih, |). 40. 

TI»<f Iftto Dr. Ttloiib w;ifl of tbi? opitiioTi tliai tlie four fiyimta ot« tbo aliwciis 
iiyinholi^od tltc goddeas Durga. Tadra. ^tra aiul ftflrya. whose I'etildiHi tlican 
Mtiinoila fftapectiTpIy ara and thnf they wm* rnrvfd upon this (-apltal to signify 
the* siihordinAtUin of ilntse BrnhiiuiAieal to OHutairia Fjiiddha and his 

law. T.>f. Voget iilimtirierl these tigitrefi ns Tepret(enta(.)oaa of four noldc t^^jksts 
(AtahajiinnyR) of the liiiddhiata. nswl merely as orrmToentiil motifs, J. owe thr. 
i^orrevt i‘X)iliinotiort of thtrse Hii^fs to » iiiimn^sa I’wli scholar whom T hnd the 
jilcasiirn of showing roujid the Mnsetmi soiiji* yenra ag(t, TJiiH is that the dnint 
with the four attiiiuiU is inten<hd to repn^onr the Ancif.atia bJto of ihi* Buddhist 
t^sts, in whiuh the Buddha usod to bathe. Tt wn* also w-it-h the water of this 
take that hi« mother Aiabamayfl was luuJji'd before )jer coiu-eptioii. The laJco, 
as dwerihed and tllustruted in a Biiddhm mHuuacript on jialm Iwivos tn Hummse 
isharrti^tern. had fouf niimHut, gimidcd Uy tlim- very Animals, immidy. by the 
lion on the cast, the elopfuini. uri the ^outh. r-lc. I iinvc no dowlit that in its 
original position r>n the top of the AAoka pillar, this capital miiM have hwn 
(►rietitcd in the wtmv itianner. Unti the animafs tninnl their rPS|itcctivo direc* 
tions. It is interestiiic; to )io:e tluu t;hi> i\rcluieohigicaI 8 tH-tion of the fVntra) 
.Muse 11 Ml at Jjnhoi'e rfUtiiiiti±< a itniall uf^niire terrawitra phujue altowing a cirmilar 
deiirosaion in the miildh’ surroumh-d i,y fhr saiin* four rtnimnb. urrnnged in Hie 
anme nrdm, Thia pbmne is. to niy iiiiiid. ii tme repreSf-rKation of the AnotatU 
lake and miiat have liceii iiHcd Ibr wowliip. Tin? fmly point of difrereiice between 
this tablet and the mlief on ihe Ai^okii capital it tlmt. irhercas the four uiiiinaht 
on the latter an- separatod by icpn-nuntaturns of Uw Biiddhiat Wheel of the 
Law (D/irtrinneAn^'mh the intervening symbols on the rerrueoua tablet in the 
Ijihorc Museum nrw a (:onch. a bowl i-ontainlng the haitr of (hp Eurldhti flTt?r. 
rWdmoAff}. rh" WhflcI of Hie Law nnd the trif/f/m (tbreo jewcj} M'MiIioI 

B 

I'roin Haliiii'a if the J/useum »f iU Enn>niL pp. 

t.‘4pital of Assokn i olnniu (ht. *' y wi<Uh arirrasis the nbacna The 

lower portion. 2 ' in Jieight. hns. as iwujiI, the sliiipi' of a belt de^^mted with 
ronventtmial |H-(ah in Perite|N.Jii,tin stylo. They are simen in immWr. 

Ill 
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Tho necking Above the hvM u Mrt'wlar in horizooial sectbit nnfl hoA ft tnnw 
moulding witli plain aurface, Tlic middle portion which ia fttahioiied into » 
oircutar abjicua resembling s common drum, l'l|' li!gh< ift decorated with Tour 
wheels, of twenty-fonr spokea cwdi, in high relief, Tlie cuds of tho axles are 
left rough, from which it; may U suriuifled tlMi tLov woic originally itovetod 
with caps probably of preeious metal. Thie ifcpT<m’d by the exietcrure <tl thii'»* 
fine holes pierced into the rim of ea^.li axle, inio which tuetal |jias were evjJetilly 
inserted U k<iep the caps in p^mition. nu- spaica botweeii ihe whoelB n re wM irpied 
hv Ihti figuros'of an olefihaii!;, u buJL u hora? mid n liom foUowinff cucli other Ironi 
right (II lefi in the direction of tlu‘ Three iif thcftc uiiiimds lire 

rupreaenti'd m wnlkiiig, the lior*ii* m nmuinu at full gallop. Tk^ llpures arc all 
more or leas lUiimyT'd. but thiiy am wointerfuilv lifirdilm and their powt gTHi efnh 

'I'he ftbaoiw ia fluiiiimmted with %urea of four life sixed liana plftcrd 
lun'k to limtk, at* that only ihe fure-pfuiis are show jj They aro nirh 5'tt“ 
higli. Two of them are in perh^ct pn-^i-rvotinu. Tin- lu-mis td llu* iitlusr two 
ware found dfttiwhed and have Iwcn refixed. Th^ upper jnw uf one and the 
lower jaw of the oMiot wore iml rceovdtcd. In place of ey<>'luifls boiio- sort of 
prei-iooA atotn^s were oi'igiindly inserted into tha waskoU, as is elenrly showtj 
by the cxiateucp of very fine holes in the upper and kwer lids, whicli received thin 
iron pina to keep rfie jewels tr iMwitiou. (>iie s'lcU pin *tUt rtumrius in the 
upper lid of the left eye of one uf the lioua 

The ciipiinl was carvetl 4Uil of o single block of siiindHtoiii! hot \b now 
broken jof*! ahovi* tin* l»el!- H was oncinally anr(iniirot-*Hl hy a wheel 

(cAojtw), the. symbol of Buddhist, l^iiw, mipported tm a diort Hiuir shaft. 
The lattiT waa not discoviTMl, but Ua Ihh kiu'.'** mu be estimuM from the 
Tuorticc wlioie, ft* in diameter, drilled into the Btono hntweeu the lions* Wad*., 
or the wliiftd itself, fnur amall frugment* weri* found, Thi^ vnd«- of thirtiMim 
spokes rcimiin on thtsse piw’i'iJ. Tlndr tidal niimher wn* pfesnn.mhly lliirly*t™o. 

Tim rHpltftl i» one of tlm umst magnifiDcnt spcctnipna of art thnt have 
y«l been discovered in the iigantry. The ai mracy of ileVrtiefrfion iind the fei-liJig 
of symmetry which per^wde every patt of tlu* sriilpture are not met with except 
in the few smilpturea tm the other |>ilkra of Xioka. which have rome down to ua. 

The iimtoriid of which tliu i.wpital is made is n htni L-spotted bitfl'*(‘oTiniml 
saudstoni! from Chuniir, but of »i much finer grain than the Oltimiir Rtonc used 
in the construction of honaes in Benares ain) its neighbour hood, 
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SAHNl'd CUSlMBNTd 

or the Ajjitft. OJI wiiicti this L'apitwl originaUv fo'ir largo fragments 

WMA diaoovered In mMition to tho^ thon' h tJio lower portioii, about 15 m 
Ueiglit, which ■»« funding *« 4itf* and hmr^ Uirev inHorlptioni^. TW earhe-rt 
olio which b a rerord of Afioka himself is an odict agaiwsl schismatic mottks md 
nuoi* who ore throateued with ex[iwUioii from the Rttiigba or Budt nst rare 
This epigraph originalV eonsist-od of eleven lines, but tlic first three at e 
appeared ieith the exception of the fti-st two ayUables of the iirut and socoud hnw 
and the major portion of the i htrd. which'wore recovered on t liree small detac e 
fr&gtaonts of the Htoift. The Temnining portion l« in excidloiit pu-«ervattoii- 
The epigraph miw as follows:— 

1 . fntSh wntf* j 

2. I*'"' 

it. . ^ sTsft #a n ^ ^ 

4, [fm? sn fmy fw ^ mtifFT tt fnfwrjfsr rn^fTt^mr snmmwfii 

5. I ^ ni dun 

6. ^ 3fT?[T [i*] ^ WT Iwl i^r fir f-tf^^r [i*] 

7, w fwiv d4iU4Hf4*‘ ft w 'auiwr ^ 

ii, (jnitw *iPnf (*J rraypid w tor h^hm iitor 

U. ttiTTO WTTO (4HHh+Hj| WTXlftTO W [l*] SfR^ W aiTSTW 

I u, WTO fTOWniPf 5^ OTO frowTO 1*^1 WS|^ t?R 

II. fwtnlTOfiRRTTORT ||l*| 

T/mtsIttfinu 

"TTis sja-n’d Majeaty Kim: Biyndiusi.^.....at iMta tliputtR)...^..v — 

The ClucT'^'h is (not) by any one lo be divided. But whewoevor, iiionlt or nun. 
shuU break tip the f 'hiunh. ahall be mafic to don white robes and nindc tiV ilwflJ 
in liiiolhur dwelliog. 'J’luis ahotild tlib coieuiiiuuI be brought to tiotif-e in the 
oi'dtii of mrttiks and in the order of mine. 

"Tlius ftidih his safirKd Alajesty. thn' sneh etlict liath hirni iiiw'nli'^l 
at tlfo place of asst'iiibly m order thaf it may bo near you. And even mucIi an 
cdio( VC must; tiiacrilie for the hdty. And the laity h 1>S0 ahotdd fsimc o(i the 
Ha b bar ho lays in order to Iwt inspirod with faith in tFiis edict. On every Sabbath- 
day rogiilarlv aJiall cuch aopcrirttfoidcnt (of the Law) come to Saif bath service 
to be insti«refl with faitli in thin Order and to hniru «t. 
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us rajT 4$ yoar district ((«:ct«ui1ctl}} yv must everywhere- mski' (Ifliv 
edict) known according co tke letler tliereof. too m eJI (ortitiod towns ant) 
pTOvinoes, ye mnat cause it to be mode known according to the letter thereof'v 

The second inscription whidt consaste of a single Dne, 4' $" in length is 
of the KusLia^ia period anil reads 

---*.^Tw fefw . 

*‘fn the forfieth year of RfJjtta in the first foilnlght of winter, 

on the tenth day,.-.. 

Tbi*'thin] inscription also rousisti; of n sitigtn line, I'tt" long, but it is 
iuscrihed in chameters of the early Itupbi period. It reuitu iis foUiiws I 

«ft f^ntPi Tftitf 1 

•'nomage ofthemasteTs of tlm ^amtntttyrt ff) eert. fiiml) oftlie VMtsfpntTika 
schooi". This epigmph is of mterest os it shows t hnt the VSlstptttTikHs were 
a bfJDioh of the ISaiinnitiya school. The ihtrvnativediiM, whow name is met with 
on till- niilitig iu the sonthern ohapel of the ^Tarn Shrine, must have flourisliLM) 
side- by aide with the HaiAmTtiyas at i^tumath in the early Utipta perifHl. In 
the time of llittpu Thsang, the great i^flve 4 it at S^il rniith was <»ntli»Iy in the posse- 
ssinn of iibe 8animitiya sect. 

The idontific:ation of tJtis i‘oluuin'ia sriJl an tijM-n <jii<'»tion. It is tmnpting 
Co idontlfy It with L-ho cotnmn seem by Tliium Thsung In front of the StHfM 
built by A^ka. It ta highly polished and conforms well with tlie fullowing dea- 
cTiption left by that traw|l<Tr; '“Thn stone k aUogethi r as bright jjidc. It 
IS gUsteniiig, and sparkles likj* light.'' The litci of its heing dtnatedi in what 
was undoubtedly the most ituporbiiit portion of the ancient of 

SarnSth also points in 'the same direction. The nuiin oh|eetioii8 to tins identi' 
ticution wore Bnmnied np in lb07 by Dr. Marshall in the Following words ; '‘JJut 
even here we are not. aliiiolntely sure of onr ground, for the f.%iiiese traveller 
says that the column was "(• feet-or thonsabouts in height, w hile tire one discovered 
could not liai.'e bi^eri more than 5th a>id on the other liaurl, he saya nothing of 
A^ka 111 coiuieidoii with it, nor does he muntitiu eiUmr the tuscription or Uie 
maguificent bon cupitaL which must have been an exceptioualty scrtking feature. 
Again, if thisistheeolumu referred to by Hiuen ThtOng, where is the stone 6Vi(j>a 
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‘in front of whii-h it stoorJ V' tii; t!»e |trc^<;iit sJUt« of oiir knuJwcfigc aboat 
SirnfttL it ie impoeslbb to aiu&w«t tLesc objections'. It may be liopcil that 
fnturo excavations Trill throa* liglit on the problem. 

The colmnn vae exposetl by Mr, Oertol in ]9<i4-05. The capital end 
the broken pieces nf the shaft ^ere i'ound lying on the concrete terrace RTound 
the Main Shrine between the stump t» titUr and the wesrcTn chapel. It rdioiva, 
thcreforcf that the cohimn was overthrown about the lOth, ) 1 th, or I2th century 
A.D, That thU niChle&a act was jMirpetrAted by a detcrinincil tconbclaat ie ahotm 
by the fact that the coinnm was (le^Uoyed ripht dow'n to the floor which aarroun- 
tlnri it at that time. Tlie lower «w*vcn lines of th« Ai5oka orlict e^t'iipctl thii. fate 
because they wm tlion not vijdJblo, 









APPBSDIX VI 

From BowiiiDirf book ^TheAttand Architeciwrf^ qf India. Hi5», p. 41-42, 

An eMmplt of tht pcrsiattnce wf Indum WTObolism even in uiodfim times 
ift A curious xletnil of ike magical ceremonies attending the inTeatitiire of tUe 
ninecdenth-ceniury monarch of Sianii King Chnlalongkom, On the four aides 
of ati arttilcuil mountain ereetod In I he eapitnl for the oeca^oii there were in^ 
atnileri ahotit a rdm the of four UisaSte—the Uou, the elephant, the hull, 

ant! the hnrsf^ — in otlier word*, the aaino priwp thnt pnmde nround The itUnlh of 
the 8ariiBth oapiTol. Doriiru th<f cerenumy tlu’^ Prince rwf<‘ivrtl a Iwtptiftiu ftoin 
four got^oyien. This, wjie no niorr iinr Ifflis than a pieefl of toiigic for Ihu 
investiture of n sovereign, (zoing hack lo the bejiinninus of loflian nietajihyi^i'^ 
Olid eoBmotogy, It is an iUnatratiou of the principle of pm^ibimbnt Uiv rwon- 
slniction in arvhiteiTturo or »:iiipture of the imagined atructure of BiipernatiurHl 
thinga or regions, in order that men may liox-e itecBsa to r-hom or power over them 
through- an imminent ftyuihol. The artificial' hill in Raugkok was ihe world 
mountain Meru, according ||f( ancteni coamo1i^y» towaring Uko a pillar between 
eorth anil heaven \ xh' four heists stood fof iJie four quoTteniuiKltho lour rivera of 
the world, so that the whole struirtuco wa.s n kind of roplicft of tJu* world .ftyateiu.^ 
In Bangkok, the Briiu'*‘''H t;irf(inui«ihult»tifm of tliia raiicirul Ktagt'-si't wosdi^igiK'ii 
iiiiigicidlr to oiiHiiT*’ his ilomiiiion over i fu* imivi'TW mproduved thi'ff in a inic- 
rncoKUi Thi' menry-fio-touiiil of the four aiiiiiiab at Sarnrilh is idmply an riarlier 
example of the jtame pTincipte in operation. Voriouis. viiHy legftida identify 
these iTfiituTPA with thii four groat rivrTs that Bow from ih« four opt-iiiugs of a 
nmgit' bike situftted at the wortd’f navt-l in I in: TlimrdiiyMe,^ 

One. of the legends ^nccnicd with the mug.iv Into, called varioiiaty Udaya 
or Aiiavutupta. ridates ihat. from tJiQ ivnters of this [H>ol thero rises a groat shafi 
that uplifts a throne to uphold the sun at noon and then sinks Again with sotting 

' Tiio four hculs iT t1i« E'fuotridijitt und fuiir «:iuoiuI atiiinitTH oflJliijiii iit«< oub' v'nruinlsof 
thin K«utU4tatic nywitotittiu, TUc Ktatmot' eensuoiijr in dfiscubnl iv .3iliLoniJ'''t Litiiduii. 
nnJ lit Kivft 0/ (Xtnr Ytirlii 1941), jSSlT. 

* Wff dud tliciu afCBiii aa fiunierh^a HLtunbtHl to a tauJ; ■! fearj iu tliA nurinut K'lunvr 

capital uf Aujiluir j iiOTA.thiijr vere aatw.titUd wjr.U tiie ol T,al(»vara, thn (nf^rairal 

ikxlhisatt'i^, who saitsw flic whIlt of tJio aavri’d late lo fluff liownffanl fur the rMilrf uf 
ioula in lieJh In Ctyfos. 
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or tha <wh. Tke <ippl!c'.Rtiio» of this v^^t:hf*r itliiboratfl Bymboliem to tht- Samath 
column is not <li£hiiult; to explain or imdariftand: tln^^ sdiaft of tiia coluniii h iin 
emblem of the world asisi I'iwnji histwifuu Ihihvgii and e.itTthi BUti'OUfitled by the 
attribuU's of the four ditRctions; ut itti summit is a lion ibrone whieh. again 
following the legend, iipliolds the great wrheel or solar dwh. The h'sfsef disks 
on the plinth enter into the iiNuiography, too: originalh- lliaav wheels had a 
praeiowi atom;, different fur liaoh, itilidd in the hiilu This is Hfiiithi?T part 
nf till' niagii' direelhinnJ symliolism of weatorti Asiatjo origin. «intv in amdeiiT 
Miisopotiiniifl iliffanmi t^olonrw And ji^wels ware ttfwoi'iat«n! with tin* *iuarterft. 
and »o. too. were <liff«i'nvt phinetn x priwiniBhly the litRSJ>r disks that «ro rvphtjas 
ofthe ffTent wheel repr*-^w*nt.’d the four great planets that wm in their hint, 

in with the Sim. at the four .^qniiiox*-s of the yeat^ angge^^uiig rlicroby 

the position of thi, :.iin at the four mnwis of the year. In otV t wonk it 
that the Snrnrith iiiUur was a tiine-nnd-sptu-e irtnlml. typifying tin* *niii’s pHwIy 
round through the heavenA, and with tlie coilroplof the axis an.1 the four .lirec 
tions. iuolnding th‘. whoh- fltrupture of the universe. Tbw cownolugy fif 
course pre-BuddUisl- ami like ao manv other varlr myths luul metiijihi'Airal 
Ideas that aoorued to Buddhism, has hmn uasimilnttHl as an appioptiate emblem 
of tha imiversal dominion of tin- Buddha*a Law. This emblem could be taken 
as a partial proof df the pr^.Uokau origin of the whole pillnr. The limhlha f 
turning of the Wheel of the Law ia aungogieahy a turning of tlm solar wlieol 
couLrolliiii- the snn in its driirual path thiougU the skiers. The lurmng of the 
Wh^rl is one of tin- powers iuiiurent in the early Irulian conet-pt oft.lK* utnverfia) 
ruler or Olmkravamn assmned hy the Itmhllm ; Mm Jvirurilh coli^ may bo 
intvrpret^HL then'roro. not only a,i a gluiilitiLtiou of t.ho Umhlha s proaelimg, 
avmboliw?*.! by the erownlng wheel, but also, thionab the fosniologieal inipht'afitfns 
cifthe whole pitliir, as a !i>-mbal of the wniveriml extension *>f the power of the 
Buddlm's Ltw, a* typikd by the snii that doDiinalcs ul) and all tinie, 

niid jilinMltrtueouslv an imildem of th« iiniverijul cxtenHioii of Maiirya imppriitliam 
through the Tnmmia* The whole Ktruaim* is. tbm a tninalotion «f oge-ohi 
Indian am! Aaiatie eosmology into artistic ti^rms of ewsentmlly roreigii origuj, 
and liedhated, like all Asoka’a niuniimentA, W I he glory uf Buddlusu] and the 

^07^1 bnUSi?* 
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Th» or tuf. Sabxatb ri!.LAu 

BV JjlAi* PBZYIUSIU 

Ai;o>rdiii{C to Butldhii^t Ifwitian. lihAm (» iti the ceutrit of th(^ e^rthi m tW 
Fllmglayji rAgwo, a titkio. wliow water finiw«i'a.w«y in llie Tour fliriHitioiifii; Thin 
luko. called Aimvaiiijrtn TTi S^nskitt, AnutaMa in PalL Isnurrofiniji^ by foUf 
whicb. (Xjrmspwnd to ( lie ejnartetw of Apnee and hnYt' thi' Hli»pn of animat lioads: 
ibe vntertftflnwiiigon'tbon^ti tbii ii]oiitli»i>rtbeiU!Faiimml»4 To the Kaat. of ( he 
lake, a eieoi' sti.reiiiii fiuwa out of a lioti’i* heait - to the Soutli, a wliit*’ ^tii^uun ut 
flowinfi out. of ATI ox*h(!ad : t o tJic a sf reuin flow^ out of tt horac-hejwi 
td the North, i yoUbw «tr'?ani is Honing from nti ok-phimr» In-aiJ,' We rt-oog* 
tiiso here the four great aireanis of Indian i^Ogrophy i ftttii, l^ttiigea, IndtiH and 
Osua.* 

Tlu' I'iij'wifcial oliiiraoteristie of litila twmioloiry h the eorfiraptintbince uf 
a li’ardiiwl jHiltiiij, a atri<nin, a oolruir rmd n sj'iuhoHe aTiiiunl, 

tn (Leyton, ncnlpttireii otontfii nm fountl in the ahape of a hatf-nitwit, irhiiih 
iurchaeolofliat^ eull "nuKniatonea'’ dial whieir often jslinw the four qyniHolic ani- 
mai». Alreotly ui M- Uell* nott^i tiutt the fnur Htunmia, nhowii oti the*!? 
“nioonstones" won- tha aatrtt* iw thtDae of fhfl mythical lake Anavatiipta. 
Farther, Meows Bell ami VViakrf;iiiat«mglie fniitid in Vijayajuntft iiriages of the 
sjinie AtiimalHi whieli wore hiiried at the four eArdinal point!*; the elwphniit to 
the En&t. tJip horHC to the 8our1u hlw oJc Wi the tfie tioii to the North,* 

The Mima ttnifaula can still Ih' seen mi the top of somfp pi)astori> in AnuraiihaiJani. 
M. IIocKrt. who tefere to them in the Ctf^ou Jmtnai eif j'JrfcJtrtf. notes, that already 
in tho tftth century, their orientation, had become aomuwhnt uncertain.* it 
h ( omnioii tnowJcdgt that the lion-pillar of the Sarnath museum liua nlan the 
four atiiiIhiIu* anintAlH, With Mt. Tltmnit. one may aiiggosl; thjit thesiiiae trudi- 
ikm which ia already fauud on the moiinnient. of Airriiith, had lasted Lill the 

I' IIbkcIv, Jtfuiffiiflf 'if 3iutf{hi»m. p Pi. 

* fnrfnl. Kumvffmphit itrr lnJm, [i, )t%i «ni| (7u 

* .trtJt, Vi’ifim, idffi p. nt 

< Htwait, /wuiwfll. ft/ v(j|. It, |iart I, p, iS, 

* fWrf. p. IH, 
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foutitl. CpnvoquetiUy sudi plllutre KaciaW bcfoire him, ami hi> wrtntcct no doobf 
to pot an * *9ntt to tltoir amnniu^ hy olmngtiig tltior pnqHjrt. A^ka 

intrfxhicfift a n(>w irpe of tini^'orAnf kingship. Tliot is wh^’ ho renews tLo intmu- 
□icntB of frarUor C^okra^'artin^. Bia Idngahip ia htksfid ou iKo (fAoroKt. Uo t haro' 

foro traiisroruw iiio andfmt niomditha and ttiakaa of tiiom. 

--■ 

In oriler to uudoislatid meaning of the Sarnath moiiiiinnDt. we mtist 
compare it to the great costnre pttluJTi of which it h only the roduood irnage. 
Among tiio nuine/oiia adimiaiM to this mythicnl ptilur, which are (Kiatterml in 
ioiUaii litcrjitiurCf one of the moat, prodae is found in thi' IStU story' of the 
Tnrh^ of fAc Tirontf*: 

“On top of mmint Udaya i» the altar of 4 divinity. In front of whinh ia 
a lake that has never been scon and iir whieli one descends on the four sides 
by golden and glittoriiig staircuisee, u(3orni?d with precious stones, peaila and 
corah* In the cental of this lake ts a gnUlen colimin anti on lius cotunm, is n 
Mirone sUo gofdun. in which different jewels arc tiet. Ftotu snniise to noon, the 
cohunit frith the throne risua gra^iually, till it totich^ the auti’diso; from noun 
to atinM, the column tanks gmdirslly down, till it Ktanda in the centre nf the 
lake aa hafore. The same thing happpius everyday-* 

The infikteml cotuniii ntenttoued in th'w'story is not altogether diiFerpnt 
from the raonument under study : 

1, The pillar of damath, aa so muwy other cotumna of the saoic lypo, 
whose imagea dccotato the Siiipus, wns surmaurvtcd l>y a whpftl with thirty- 
two apofcee. TIpp “TAiarfy-fw Tnh^ of Ihf lArowr”* trii m thifl; tlie top of tin* 
golden coluniu touidius theaun<diRC nt noon. Tlic wheel which surmikunted the 
Sarikath jullar w«is> no doubt, intended to depict this conjunot.ioii. 

* 2 . Hie gold on eolumn is surmounted hy a thro no. Eleiow the solar 
Wheel, the pitluT of Sanmth show® a gtntip of four tioTts, which support the 
Will'd mill ihtta serve ua a thfOUi' for Ific fluiu’wi initige of tin* ?!uii‘gi>il. ’J'ltc 
throne made with lions ia a very auolcni: etcmerit in ludian culture,* 

* Wtf ifluy ih&l Lofti Ulr luu biwiii biui;uin«d with luwl tlmt tlui iMbutmu 

dlriin^HtfitiAl fdur *UiRi*»i», ilM;i;rTvl«l tnlih four difTorimt nrtPM*' 

* Trexuldtina Forr, p. liT-Kt 

* tbr of thp nuintiM 33. 

* €L For inu^ of tin* typp hi IhPltn iiiui tiu* mjltiuc*. nf the Ni!iir-KBAt 

cf. Parrot and Ckililaic, iIittoiT$ dt i' Art, V, p..7[3i. 
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3. In liulmn tho totua is oft«n used ivi support or p«dt>atn| of a 
doHy, It^v ftowfit float's on tins wittor*iitrfaoc anti opens up according tlie 
iutenaity of light, Tlifr iStU of tije *‘Th%/tff-tu'o Tuka <jf (he Thwm" suggftsts 
the vision of a gigantic lotus-stidk, which would rise from ibs mythicul tako 
to alJciv the Sun to sit on it at nooti, The piUur of Surnutli, uiirmountuii with 
t he solar disc* is precisely adorned with a lotus-flower opened «» wide os possible. 
as its petals are (timed owr and hang down^. 

After the stmilarities, which wf* have noted just now, the prt'SPii'.'e of 
the same sjmbolh^ antoials ui the Aiuivatapis lake and on the Sarnath pillar 
cannot be dun to mete ooinoideufe, for, the Aiirtvata|ittt lake, out of whiidi 
tihesc four great streiims flowing, b in the ocnti^' of the earth. The goldim 
column which stands aloft in the centre of Udaya Iuk« in the ^'yAirty-ticD Talrjt 
*t/ the ThfQne\ is none other but the cosmic axle. Lfdaya and Aimvatapta 
hunce ate two names of tlie aanin luystioul tank, as the Sarnatli pillar is the image 
on a smaller scale of tfie golden cpiumn and houce of the world axle, it is no 
wonder to timl the four symbolie aninmla of tiie Anavatapta take dopirted on 
it- lu tlm description of this tank, each quarter of space is Jinked to one of the 
four auiinak One must accept the simio relutionship in tlm decoration of 
fiarmith. Before utteinptiug a detail^ i^ixamiiiatiou of this question, w^e idiall 
sou that the oosmoiogiea] ftymlK)lism allows for an explanation of still other 
ornamentations of the fiarnat'h ]>ilhir. 

In Babylonian osfrnlogy, bcluw thii great triad: Bun, Moon, Venus, 
tee flnil a group of four pbneta, oaoli one of which is rdnted to one of the eurdituu 
points and to a spedsi colour: Mercurius, Mars, Jupiter, i^atiirn.* On Baby¬ 
lonian monuments t hese four planets are rcprcwmk'iJ by tosettc.% all of the twiinc 
kind, At Baiiiath we see four small wlieels in tjetivt-en tliu syuibolie aninmni. 
These wheels can represent tho four aceontbiry planots, for tliG)' liave but twenty* 
four apokea, while the groat aulur wheel hud, uo doubt, thirty-two of theni. 
Further, we kimw that in Babylotj, a precious metal corresjumdcd to i.*ach 
planet-* At Saruath, oaeh siitiU wheel had a hnl> of precious stone. 

’ tliUllL)«Tr of P<>n«|HtUaia tityb nor bt V«||^ L'Mr -mlfmii* iU*3ti*»rjpi», 

p. Irtl ; wliicb rirfcf* tiv Llie w<»rlt (‘f O. roiahjia, // /tuforf 1' -■Ijin txxiHttniat^. nnl yet 

■ JoR'Uua^, U'iniffftmh, p, 175. 

“ £a vifle du VakranoTtin, injiufucvt fwijffdftirKiiis »«t k etnfiiHllaif df I' Jnrfr (Tbo town of 
the Ciiiilcritvqjtin, Ikbylotuaii inlliiEiiCbs on Indian flivitisAtion), Hgcznik 0/j«}itatitly«z3iy, 
V, p, ItJS IJS. 
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TIic sTTutHitiam of the Samatli pUlar is tlisreforo e^cplaiucd by n cosmo¬ 
logy, one essentia! cbaiacteiiatie of which is the correE^udence of a point of the 
compuss, 8 stream, a eolont, a planet, u preiioue ineta] and a synihotic animaJ. 
I iiave Already pointed to traces of ainiikr conceptionv in the traditions regarding 
the town of ChakravuTtin and 1 bave shown that we must, nodonht, look for its 
origin in the Bjthylontati ouJture. At SivcnniJt, everything pmnipts tu to look 
to the iVest: the coemic axle, the lions, the capifial and tiho whwsla. 

In a kind of Assyrian staiuiard* * a vase is to he 
seen surmounted hy a disi;, supported by t:w€i heads 
set on Iho one neck, of a monster, which has a lion’s 
profile iiml a horn in the midtne of the forehead (fig. 1). 

In Bome hlgyptiau caxnlals lion's heads are fotind 
in between the almous and the lotuS'flower, wliinh 
suxmounts the slisft of the colunui ffig. 2)^. 

The Sarnnth pdlar is composed with rjjesc very 
wame dementi!. The transmission of this type from 
Egypt to India via I’mia, could bo easily exxilainod, 
if wv take intio account the wcii known influence of 
Eg)'ptian on Persiuti art. Both Itigypt and Nortili- 
West India have been parts of the Aehaemcmd Empire. 

Tills cipianatiori has to meet two ohjvctiaiis : (1) WTiy 
IB the oaj>ital of the J^arnuth type not found in Iran t (2J Why 
b It found in India only In monuments oonteutporanecius 
with A^oka, only at u n?lative!y recent date ? 

Tim ticcond objtiction is ruled out, if one remembeis 
wliat has been said previously : tiio SarnaUi'pihar may be of 
a date much caiiicE then Asoka. Kothing prevents ua to 
place it in tlie Aehaememd period, on the contrary every¬ 
thing prompts us lio do so; tho most eharacberisitu feature 
of the arulutectuiu of the Achaemeniils, is a grouxi of fpmdru- 
peds iirraugcd buck to back on the capital of the column. Fig, a 

True, at Porsepolb the quadrupeds are unicorn bulls. But this stono-arehl- 
teotuitt has succeeded an ardiitecturo of wood, of which nothing TemaiuB. 




Fig. 1 


* Pflrrtit atul Chtpier; Sittinn th I' Jrf, fig, 8ai. 

* Ibid., fig. 323, 
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Tbo oldest known columnB fire not tifoarikr date th&n Daniu*' rei^n. If tho 
type of the UoJi'pdlAr is very oTcliaie, its dispartif ioti in Iran «?an ke ^xpluined. 

Penot snd Ohiptes^ have vontured tko hypotliesis that after tinviiig 
raised tUe colttmn on tLo. Intdc of qimdri) 2 }ods» one would laave fanciinJ the idea 
of putting tliese aniinala on top- Now, some Aohaenionid coJimms are in fact 
resting on lions. Hence wn aie led to surmise the csist^rnce of lion-c»pitsts, 
originally made of wood, and wiiidi the Bartiath monumL’nt tiaosJates into stone. 

In short, we suggest liUai « Mine typo of colunm was spread from Egypt 
to India, only from one end to the other of the .Achitcmenid empiru. Later, 
perhaiJS irndot iVasyrtuo influence, the lion b changed into u hyhrhJ and imtcotii 


monster, but he always keeps hi» leonine foatiirw; the Assyrian staiMlard, 
just mentioned, shows a monswr with a lion face, and n Imm in the middle of 
the forehead ; the quiwlrupds pnt hack to biiek on Uie capitals of Perscpolis, 
ore bulls or grifons with linn paws ami also a horn in thn middle oI thx^ forciieud. 
FinfiUy the lolua teappews evuiywhere : in Egypt, in PersepoUe and in SarnAth. 

PtovieiouttUy in order to errnnge the ideas we can conceive the evo¬ 
lution of the column to have taken place as follows: 
ligypt Perain before Darius (f) India before A-^oka 

inons back to back Lions back to back Lions back to back 

Persia after iJariius 

Prfjtus Bulls back to back Lotus 

Shaft Lotus, Shaft Shaft 


In this Lyjiothesis, the lion pillar of Sarnsth would bo an TmUnu survival 
of an Achacmeiiid type, whJcl» has diaapjamred in Iran. Jloreover, the motif of 
squatting liona, surmounted by s aohir disc, con he traced in the pnlactis of the 
Auhaeiuenids. The excavations at Suwi have brought it (o liglilt uol, it ts ttuor 
on a cotunui but inpolychrom gluxed brick-paiicis (1*1. LPj. Mr. It. de Slccque- 
nem writes in tlus rgard : About 1910 wo have found m the North’-East tornoT 
of the central courtyard of the palace, the Fragments of three wiiiged 
globes and of three palm of winged iions with human head. Pfeard has after* 
watfi proved that the winged globe had to sumiottiit the lions so os to form but 
a single f»anel. The winged globe, solar fivmbol, is an Egyptian motif; 
it depicts Lower Egyjit as itm ilorue symboliHes Ilighor Egy]»t. The Assyriaus 
have adopted it for their bas-reJiefs and the Aduiemcnids have borrowed it from 


* Ibid-t p- *5^7* 
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tli6 AsavritiDB-Tho sun for the ZoTOftUtHftTis is tht evL* of Orniaz, alic doiiniiates 
hcTP tin! i;(|untting Uons. On Oit post-at.s nipb, the iwornimtntx, lluf impc^rinl 
stiindiinj of m<K(f!rn E'orsm wt sttJl nee todtiv tlip snii rising over u Uou, pussing 
Ijv [wi-ith dmwii sword]’’, 

Li!t tis oomi; hack to tlie font symboiic snimots nt Ssrnatli. 1 hare 
already poitiU*!] om tliot, iu the Biiddlibt ilwnfriptioiRu of fdni Autivutapta lake, 
each <iuarter of space is retarnidtoa Htrearn. an atiininl« a colour a pnniioua stone, 

A OaiJihodiaii writing, the Ttai p'mfx. contains a 
picture of the Ajiotatta take* in cohforraity to the 
truditionitl i‘ftpreBeritntJons,* The lake, surrouiiik’d 
hy nioiiiitairnt, is the dweUina place of a Sagfifaja* 
On its shores are four rocks, iwniJpturetl in the 
shape of aiiinmJ heads; wc eaii draw up the 
TotJowing t:aljli! of corre£t|>otiditig thing»: 



East 

lion heail 

dear 

water 

South 

ox 

W’hit^ 

P'i 

West 

hors*? i* 

green 

r* 

North 

ciephiuit „ 

yd low 

It 


Fiji. 3 

The Chinese pilgrini Iliuaii-tsaiig expreffiu^s similar conceiitions wlicit he 
writes with regard to the hot springs he saw mmr Hitjagriha, "To the West of 
the Northern gale of the town anrronmlcd by mountains (Kitisiigarapuni), rises 
mount I’i-ptmda fVipuht), is Wfluit tlir people of thut isountry have to 

tell shout it: “To the North of the South-West slopes of this luountaui, ihcre 
were once ii|iori a time five himdred hot springs; now there renuiins of (hum only 
a few doicens : butsoiiii'i are cold, others tojiid none is altogetJier w'arui. These 
springs I'ome, south of th« great snow nvountains from the lake Anavatflpra, 
whieU flow’s beuenih I he earth till tliLn rtj:jot. The water of thtak* sprinjfs is nictt 
and pure and ita taste is tluit of the lake out of width if flows, la its course it 
flows along five hundred little burning belts (ste), Those violent undm ground 
Urea raise fbunea which t hus beat the water. Ai all the openings, Lhrotigli which 
the water of these springs flows away, Kculpturcd atones have been put. On 
flomc of l-hotu heads of lions or white elephunis arc aculpturcrl, elsewhcru hanging 
gutters 4if stotifi have been made, which s!>n‘« as water tNiudnits. Below- stone 


* Le* itntirn fietJnnUlwt ik AW [The |m »1 TWijh'f of rho vxfiiTBtJon» At Suss), Rfw* 

dts» Art» Tf. j‘. ^1, 

■ Cf. (leriiu, t'Ai4(!^iaririMdA^FrlA. tkuido'k. iB'Jfl, p* i02 iicil fuDov, auJ A.Oriiiiwedi!), 
iUicht SltiiJitH, p, lU7. 
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I>Asin5 hrtw been nonstrmrletij From «li cottiitriuii juiojilt' ronu* fiert* to hnthe. 
Atuuy svilTfirin^ Trout filiroiiio iHseftfics afU*rwnrrlft return curecl'''. 

Wo note, timt in tlic ptcfctire oT tint CftmiKniiaii Tmi pum, the four 
Hiunmla Ate fuiiml iii tiir Fttflotving onlor: 
lion. ox. ln>rs<t, elephant. 

wherene on the SMTnntfi pillar the miiiie wnimala lippcnr in » rjuite (liflc'rwnl orilei : 
elopliHJit. ox, horse, lion. 

All explanation, whith first eomtis to the n'lnd; it* this: it ia pos4il)1e I.Jiflit 
the ancient Luliiiii tra<litioii iiuvy later on hrtve otiJer^one ohnngca in OtitjiluHjia. 
This hviHJtlmsis become-s very probabto in tbo light of the teatlinonv of the 
Ahhm<trma-t:tbh.m^ An excerpt «f thb work, in the Kinif Ita yi 

enumerates* the strej^ms, anin*nl9 Aiul eorre&jjotiding mnm in die 
following order: 

Tilt! Ganges flow* out of the golden elephant; 

The Imiiia flows out of the silver ox. 

The Oxus fluttn out of dm horse of hcon-ii iviii{tnrytt), 

The Sits flows ont of tho crystal lion. 

The whence the Chinese eoinpilaloT of the Ring Un yt 

ttang hna drawn these gwiciat indicoliona eompJetea the dtiHcription, by oniime- 
rnting for each of the four great etrenrns four seeojidwry rivera’*. The Chinese 
original [*iVj Ima bifon trnnsluted twk*- in niincfic, first by JJnddlnivaTnion in 
437-4SW. fiftenviiids bj’' Il'hian-taiing in BoR-fij'JIb W'c thn* gt(» biwl: in tjje 
oth century. At tlii« puriixl the tradition lu'^ not yci. been isinpurcd with: the 
oi'det of the foor i-yinbolic amniulfl is the simn* aa that on the Samafh pilhir. 

Vie can still go Intdier. ttr. Sylvain L^vi, a'ho has cmnparrd the 
GigvsniauH of the IttJmoyii^n in its so called Bengali reccnaitm (G) witb the 
Mrmjfrn of Kei'niciidrii fKnv.), notra that the poeiii ((L ^4, ftO; Km. ‘i7(j-277) 
deserilwaou nioiin< Miuidara. the pool Glititanjayi,kx!a. where the Ganges f«hs 
from heaven and wlmie she flews away in four hfandnyi: GaiVgfl pr*'per, f^nladrii, 
Kan^tbi and Vnitara)?!.” and he adds: *‘Wu have hore cvidontly hefare us 
a r'triihTnatuc jimalhd l^i rhe Buddbist AnuvHtiijdu, with its four jrrent fttream-s.*'’ 

* .W^nwn« w*' tltft^ni-Tthamf. '-fUiL Sbui. Juliuii, C, ]>. iS. 

» Ct. Trip. Toll. XXXVl, % [t. Tin. Tin- jFin^hu vi b » llmlilliidt (.rifyt'ltijwjdtu iti aitLew, 
cliil<H.l from 31<J. 

* Trip. Tsk, XXJ. 7^ p. IIII nad XXU 1. p* h. 

* /’(tur t' Atifiirtrr tla Rifw^^iiiw, ./et*Jii. J#., lOtS, i. p. Ili2. 
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111 short, from annlniit till nipderti kimea IeuIioe oo&molojKy presc^titod 
some essential chnfacterbtics; tn the centre of the world there is a tank, 
whose waters flow towarda the four pointu of the i^nipioui and each direction 
or str^^rn is dejdrted by a symbolic aotmal • in the Cfiritro of the tank the cosmic 
axle stands aloft, a golcleji pillar and wtiunn of water, which links the vault of 
heaven to tho earth and supports the sun^* * However, af. a relatively recent 
period, this cosmology' iindeTj^oes chanp^Siwho^ia inr^iortnnce we have still to 
gauge, and whose cauaos wn have to point out, if possible. 

In C4im1a>diii, East of ihc Prjib Ki'aii, ruins have been discovered of 
a monument, unitjuu in ita uenre, the Kak Pan, This name means **tbc nncoiled 
niiffas'* he cause an island, jy:irdad t»y the coils of two itofi^s, emeiges from the 
centra of a tank. This groat square tank is sot in between four otiicjs, of 
smaller size. The central island forms a round nndcratnictare, cut with steps, 
wiiieh supiKirta a small satwstufiry. “Tlio aucoml step from tho ground level 
is. over its tidtole length cut in the shape of lotus-petals, so that the small 
eaxictuary must have appeared to rest, when the tank was Jilkd, on a gigantic 
flower, flouting on (he wator*/' 

Tire central water-tank communicates with the secondary tanks, through 
four stone coniluits, out of which the water flows through a spout in the shape 
of a aculpturad bend. These spouta show in the 8ottth, a Ibn^s head, in tlic East, 
a human head, in the 2^orth, an ckphatiPa head, In the West, » horse's head.^ 

Mesara Einol and ftoloultev have recognised in this nionunient fhe picture 
of thft Auhvataptn hike* and of the four streams, which flow rroin it on the 
four sides, It is true, that in the descriptions of the mythiciil lake, the four great 
streams come out of the hemls of lion, elephant, horse and ox, whereas at Sak 
Paina human head rcplaew thatofonox. ‘'Nevertheless, Fiiiofcantl tlotoubev 
note, the parallel is striking to be due to mere chauca aud the existence of an 
optional varistioji is not improbable. One could imugitio, for instance^ that 
tn the series: ox, lioji, clepliaut, lioree, the first image has been replaced by a 

* On iMilfnfe Teanrdinjf ihi?«iiin>nrF fif tho sun, rf. Ofvx ttvmi inrfiaw flu Jicii &t}ril (Two 

Iiitltan aame-i of ih* Krticlc nsliicli H])|k«red )ti ttur volamn of Mvkrjgkr in honoDr of 

ProfeAtnr Ra|iik<ii. 

* L. dp ijajonqui&rc, ttmtmtitirv Urtfinjilif df* mttnimrtitt rfu Camtiutlfff, HI- (i. 165, 

■ Cf, MtuchsI, ,Vpr« (Mr TarcAiUi^Mrt dt X»tk j«(t, BEFKti, XXVI, ji. 4 and pi. \iTII. 

' U X/tk jtfa, BRPEO, XSIII, p. 40HW, 
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Bodlu^ttva irhilc the ether three h»ve been tinken to allude to liw 

^umamo of Siikya-aimlia. L’.ou of the Suityas’V to \ik conception tn the ehape 
of H white eltspluint and to tuts departure on the horau K&ntTiafca*". 

h is difficult to accept that the ‘kjulptiircd spout of one of the outlets 
dnpictj the Hodhmt'tva, and it la not clear by whirU aaaociation of ideas, this 
persojj took the place of the os, which prtJiidfid over rate of the quaitors of apat-e, 
N'or do^ one undnrstand why in a monuinent, which depiota the lake Anavafapta. 
the orunmifi of the othur quarters should hdvo joei their traditional meaninf 
fthd should have become the deplmnt of the conception or the horse Kantliako. 
We miifft look for uii explanation which takes us not so far away front the iN'ismo- 
logieal tiheoriee and whieh tJikes the Apatial reprci^ULtatioM more seriooiily. 
TJie myth of the Anavotapta Jafcc and of the fomatreame priisupposcs a division 
of epac- hr four fKirts. Th- theory of the four ki.^ J. founded on a aimihr 

The two tcirada couhl have influenced one another. Let ua examine 
ihkj suggestion mure cloaeiy. 


In 19£3. Mr. I*. Pelliot had writtoTj a thorough study on 'TAe TAcarv of the 
Fmr Sons o/llmmn'’ from o-lich I hnvc now the tronulotimi ottiie oMcrt teits' 
To lotr^oetioo of hi, a. IfWo™ femh*,", Hitmo.tf „ 

am e,,«k, of the tmm coutmooto «o<f „f ,he fo„r g^eet otreom.. »hioh Bow o,,t 
0 . the AnavaTapta hike: he goes on us follows ; '*as the factiiBjl arre hn* m. “irt., 
with the whoel" .rntretpouai.., lo the eoSeTtt 1 

film “"l H TrT 1 f'f-lx'a'rpo, eontiocot. To th,. Sooth 

lie) In, lorrl Qf the elephant,.’'; (hm cmintry) hot md humid, and suitMilp for 
e ophant.,. To tv I «t (io) tl,., -ior,! of the ,e.vU” :,1.U roootrv) iil elole t 
he eon ami ha. jowek in ubumlance. To thr- Xorth tk) tlie -lord of the hor^V^- 
(hifl ooimtfr) i» cold and rough and guitahle for homes. To the East, (is) tlie 

ord of men": fhts country! ia of modiuiito climate and plcafiatit and there is n 
iiumm'Qus population*''. 

of Telle-Mlong in the A!mo senff t^houan |t‘hrj>t. Ill ; 7r»j>. 

I ok. \XX\. *>, p. T 7 ) lilluiU')! to similar ideas*. 


' ibid.f |i, 3, 

* T'ounp Pfi0. lnaa, (I. VI 

■ p. I'Wt. 

* filisrsuftfis, /( fr fJonirw^ «# Vuu b 1 ^- 

Vttnn HEid f JgiiLliiftraJ, BEFKO, J&Oa, p. 
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Tlio fotlowiiig pasftftgti is found nl tho of t'hio OAff ktttff-t a wntiiig 

wliitili atimiimrises'tlitf biiigrajdjy of Sakputimi nml wldeU tnuat liav*. been trans¬ 
lated uiTo Chinww in 3ti3 hy a monk of tbe "Weat^iiu countries" called KfiJodftka; 
‘"111 till* Von-fuou-t 't (Jaiiibudvrpa) there are sixteen great InngiiDiiiu witli 
waJlod eities T there are eiglit kiiigu (Awuo^owh//) a«i( 1 fcmi eons of IleaTuu [t'iett- 
faer^l. To the Enut, ia tlm (»on of Ilcav'ca of tiio Tain ; jHJople there tov 

priiflpi^roiia. In the souths Jfl tho eon of HeaVim of the kingdom of T’ietidthoii 
(India); the land iLero pToducos many famous elephimta. To the west b tJm tion 
Of Heaven of the kingdom of-Ttt-tA' in (Muilitemiiomi iCast); ihn larut produces 
gold, silver, jewels, jade in abundikntte. To the Xort h-West is the ^on of 
of the Yue^tebo (lndo-6c>1:hiaiis) i the laiid there prodiiiiRM many excellifnt 
horses*’'. 

Ah<iitt 24:5’‘250 the (.’hini'M’ rent to Fou-uau two ambaesniiora Ei'ang T'ai 
ntui Tchou Ying, who Tetnmerl with infonnation, The story of their 

jonrnov i» almost entiroly lost; in one of tin- boofce wliicii have pre^ervtv] some 
of its fragments, the foHowing pfiflRngc ifl to lie found : •‘Afctuding to the account 
of the foreign countries of K'ang T'ai. in foreign countries it u said that tJwre nre 
three tilings b abiiDdancc itnder the sky; ^bnndanre of men In niiam, abundance 
of jewels b Ts-ts’b, abundivnci* ol' horses among the Yne-tcbe*”. 

Mr. Polliot cottclud(«: “The Burhlhist traditioji. kuowo in Oiina through 
the Che cid yaoit kiny and through Ifiuan-tsaitg, heard by Arab trnvelier!> in the 
9 111 century and wliLch survives under n very 4ifh‘rt‘ttt form in the traditions 
of modem India, wii* iilrrady citrrunf tu the sonth-^xsaa when ICanp T'ai visited 
Poii-nan in the middle of the 3rd century.* 

To the Chinese and Muslim tostuuuuitw. Hlroudy qiiotc+l wc may add m 
Iridiati text which <bioa not lead iia hack to a very umient. purioil, but is 
nonotlteloaa vary instriintive. We read in the (ed. of Bombny 

Vll. 4 p. 20(>): _ ^ ^ .. 

TTlfT w \i 

ttst vjsurHqsfiiift It 

m^T HRti4Hq4'lT ^ It _ 


» Tmns Pa^, ibut.t i^. tWt. 

* /WJ., p. 123- 

* Ihid., l>. 133, 
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Ww Iiiivfl hmt four Idu«s> t li« lirst of whum is civlktl 1),V liis tiomn Vikraiuii- 
•litvA. wJioro^is thf ntfXt tTvn ffayttpiiti iiuii (lujiipiiti 4ri? only iinllwi 1>5' tlit-'ir 
title, itrid tlif last um' Uva h iiaru", XarnaiibW. ea well aa ii title. N’lirnpatiK 

Tliuisfl tbrue havvj nlri'i;fly bf'eu [((linteil out iu Hu' IhO. 

in uunkni Irttliiui inirhtiaiiH AUil uii iilnym^ cai^lsr TItoy arc clearly exrdrtinrtl 
ill our text by tlie abundjinro of liursen. elephants anij soWiors In t he tkreo i:orres¬ 
pond in*^ kiiiBcloRis. Tluoigli Tor fVjnr kiugs, tins story of thi- 
^ives only threi* titles^ niul two projter names, we may bo ullowed to sup^st. tliat. 
in the primitivfl legend each oft He kings bad, ns tile Inat one, a inline aud a title. 
This Iwult uti to no'onatnu't a rourtti tilk : Riitiwpati “mnstor of the jewels i 
in euiiformity to the tradirions pat down in IJm? f’fie «*/ j/mn Knj andin*he 
stories of Tlie Ciiineso pilgi'iniH. Rtklnaiuili bus been kffc oitt, prohiibiy because 
tins title Tofers to foriiuttim ideaH. Only those titles have been kept which riituind 
oQL* of the foiu' Indian army divisions, fo? knytrptttit ^tjapnli and rtoro/rtif* could 
mean reBptMJf.ively heml of llie cavalry, of the elopUanta ami the infantry. 

This iixampla is nsafnl its It makes us aware of the interaction of the two 
tetrads, of which cho bettnr known one T.eiHis to re]>hii^ tlm one wldeji is less 
naual. This >tnlistitntioii w^is partirubirly easy where the two serii^ hml several 
i.deiiu'mta in common, Thiji was the casi^ of the Kvilitnry tithts coiriimred to tlioM^ 
of t.hs four kiujfi; 

Kour lu'iids of 



army divisions 
Fijiir kings 


The tliiiiices for c out am inn tin n were as high bctw'ijeu the scries of the 
four snnboliciil iinmmls and ( he seriiis of the fonr kings ; t.hr twoseriira Imd the 
horse ami the eiephaiit UJ ' otnmon and Imth were applied to lli>' (|iiiiricrs of spiicn. 
One understands, that, under thewf conditions, the. man, iittribirte tjf one of tlie 
kiiigi'. Iiii!^ Iiri‘11 able to re phi HO one of the synibolie aniiiiivls. Tlie s«!ries of 
Pan appears to be the result of n eortamiuation betwemi the fvinuith tctrsd 
iiiiii the om- of the kitigi, as the following tabli* ahiiws®; 

Hamath lion horse ox ekpliant 

Xok Ikii lion horse ninii elephant 

Four ki ngs tmiBiires imtai* _ man ekpliant _ 

* In tlir inbitBlaiien of tiiM ly Tawtiey y4r4}i(i[i hns ken left out. 

*■ Pulliot. i&iVf., p. Ill III I in. 

* Tu brlmf aet iLe rflutiniuihk <d ibi* I ikir «<lemi!in» iuiin *riiitrsty 

oojvr, uulfljH'atUimly uf llif tvi^ntAtieu. 
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A last romatk will make this explanation more prohalilo,; in the flt*ries 
nf ti« lom kings, tk, ruInrV m.n ,„I„ i„ _ 

Miilptiired ui the shape of a hnnjan hear] stOiiiU prwsMeJy hi the Eftst^* 



liy Joseph van Tm>- S. J, ftwin (k« orijfuiil Ffencb paper of J.aii 

Prtylusb oBlJtlod Le SymhoUwae du Piiiex Ho Somaib** in Lintttitr, IT, p. Jgl-iflB 
























JJ^PENDIX r/// 

T•^xi «f rhB RtfBolfitioH t«ov«t1 Hy Pundit Jawntuirltif H^^hrn about- fcbt? 
Nationiii Flaj; and passed l.y tlir Conidituciit Asft^mbiv of Tiidid on 22f.d July. 
! M7, 

'’liesoh’od Utnt tho National Flag «if Iniiia shnJl W a liorixontal Isrii^olour 
of deep tsuffron (Knaan), sfbite and dark jrrenii in etjital proportion. Lt> tho 
iruntre ivf tlie wfiitt* bond, tlurresbnl! bo a wboftf in n»\'y hliio to mpresent. the 
Charkha. Tbo deaign of tlu- wlieH mIuiII be tlnit of tbt- vvlieet (Chakra) wliinh 
nppearit ou the Snrnntb Lion Copital of Aioka.” 

“The dianiot^r of tlit wbeei siuill approximate to the wicllfi of tH« wbit^ 
band. Tin* ratio of the widlli to the length of the Flan shall ordinarily 
be 2:3/’ 

Speech duliv^rpd by Pamtit; Nohru on ihu. cK^Aiinn’r 

Tliifl Rpwintip/i, SIt^ b iri ltktkgiiiiji;i?, m m niiglirly ^rui h rm 

glow or wanurli in Uio -wds that ) imv* read. Y’tl I am mnr that nianj’ in this Hmjsw wilt feel thni 
glow ajid waniilh which t fc«1 ar thr [insaiit moment for behind thifl nsoJution and thn ll&g whink 1 
ItBva iht honour r« preHent lo chi* Ifoosn for adopfjoa Jica hwtoiy. tlia eoiuiiiitraUd iiialory of ^hon 
*pjin 113 a juttioii*« VjjateJUiO, NoycrUioktw, (oniurimi;* in a brief period wt pas tlirongh the tmok of 
Mnttifies. it i* not «<i mtioh the nmre sot of living that Ctinuta bni what one does in this brief life that 
li ours; it is not si-i much tho mere lixhfteiice of ii iiaiiou that count* liuL whiit the autiim does 
during the vartotia pcriiala of her oidfetwure; and 1 do vanture Ui ckiiti tlint in the jaiiit »|u«it«r of a 
century or so bnihi hiw lived and acted in a counaitraleii way and tka emotionc which haw lillud the 
people of India te|jf«ecnt not manly n brief ejudf of years hat eoinetliinn jnfinitvly nion. Thay have 
gone down into hietury and tradition aui huvo addedtheiUiielvea on tothnr vast hirtwr arrd traditina 
which u our Lwltnge in thi* eountiy. i*o, whcji I mnva thi» rceoliilion, ! rhmk of thi* tooiiaiiiiiiteil 
hietoty tbrmigh which all of na have paesed during the laar riuercErt of n ceuliiry. SlemoriM ciiiwd in 
upon tdjj, I icmembcr the upa and dowiij of ike great etruggk for fieedoni of thie grtat naltno. I 
rpinomlaj-, nnd tueuy in thi* Roue* will fcmcinlifr how we h>oker} up to this Flag nor only with prjdo 
and entbueiitna bn( with « tingliiig in out vein*; also hoWi when we wem SDmetitnp* down and otii, 
thtm again tlie d{^1 cf this flag nuve u* conntgo to go iiii. Then, auiny who ute out piwacnt. here 
today, many of ouf comrade* who Law? jmeacd, hcH oit to Uie flag, emne aroongst thnin ereti unto 
dealJi, and liatided it ->yer at they aniiLr. lo othnn to hold It aloft, So. ia ihie aimpli' form of word*, 
then? i* tmioh tnorp tlmu will bo eJesr on the anrfacp. There in the atniggliT <d tb« le^^.ple for froideiTi 
with All its iipa nud downs and bends and diaaatm. and them ia flaaliy tmjay ae [ moyo this Bewlii- 
r.itm, a oartoiii tniutipk shout it-^ Rieseuw of triampK in the oonctiiuon of thw struggle. 

yow. I trudiae fully* as thin Ib.u« cauit realiw, that thi* triumph of our* hna been maiwd to 
tunny wsyt. There have been eopecialjy in the psat few mouttu. many happeninge wkick «siu« lu 
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ifirrovi, tiliir'li lift* flniipwl pdt tn’Krtn ^V*' tiitir)' pun* ■»/ ihi« iVut MtitlwrifttiiJ *rf iv'ir* I’lii nil 

rrrnn kb* rr<i< bnw »'■*" luf^ . . itr |Hia|iL< tiilTmut Ln.'iuoJi«tuusl7. tofiW muniHikte wApdi'niu; 

Iffc* wnilia iniil »rmv^ wittimit « Ihthi*. W<t hivt* sufitt mim? «HLpi thiiip whit-b \ m-i-ll nut i-peftt to Uiii 
JI<>u«s, IjuI whit U wa rntuipt fuiui't. All tlu» iifirr'w Iim (Iwkp<I miT fwviitexw, Kvrn wlirn wv hiivn 
i[ohlT<V*il v(rkut-} iitil 1ftuni|>iiT It *U11lu «u<l ur#!. bnvft Irciiiutilim* prnLli-Jiki tu fiion i/i pjr««c-ut 
iwt iniJiip fiitTiri, NiVOTcMiiBi itm frar I i|iinlf= ( holtl *♦. tnic—tlmt fJiifr nkU'iui^lii 

fp[iP%<eail n tri]uu|th nod a victailoiieieDiipInEiaft of nJ| onr nniaalft*. for ilift monicrik. 

Tlt«r* Inn liwsft ft TH»)' ib'ftl ^ff lifwiiifinfi «af1 laimaitiK ft1i*iit ^'amiu* Uiinjji tlud 

^ |iavn l]ft|>f'<'ii<*|. I ftiu **()» *11 fif 1M ani iqtrl d1l hinirt hwiinai' pf thatu* llftT U> 

thmt frcitu 11 i* olfMii fnct of Lriulitpit. iMtcriOH' i* tnumph In krktorri.iu Thni hAi hftt]ppn)Kl. ft 
{• au *tuulJ llilitii lliut ^nt und nujibtv Miiicb Lna rt’pi’^iitnl hniJcriHllHt doinJnftLiDn in tlila 

ponnitr tiM dwirfrd to «»<liy» Kr?** Tlmt »m* 'h* n)p)*i‘Hw m,« *1. 

£<a J pitseni iJii> FUil trivnti. Tliift tifMiliitiutiiieDui!t tlko FtHir wliuili T ItiiHtTOti will iii1iv|hi. 
In ft wjiw tbhi Fti|{ liftijofrivil, hoi hj « fortiiftl fTmllutiotii lni1 liv pojmltr fttiULn miiH iiiitMi-, ftdnplvtt 
miii'ti niorti by iboiwnfk'* tliftiftuiiuni'filot^ if in tb<? df^uiiin. \Vr ftiK 4ii n seiiftn utiJy mtifynig 

tiiiii i^jitikr luloptintL [t ii H Flue ih'li‘H.'L?ii; b&cn wrii'HiiTy •lewnluHt. liftvin^ tuh- 

nUiipKTtHHl it* ftianilitftinw, U«>'‘ (huimlit’of it ii» uuiiiipijn*U®iriift 4ud Mkv* tlial "iim pnrt uf it 

mptftifliiti ihift p'^fflnnmiiy oi thni Bfrr [ MAV ^AV THAT WMKN Tilly FI*A(J WMi 1>KVBK11 
Tlll^ilK NO f:OMAtrrNAL yrilNTFlCANCIrl ATTACHED Tl* IT* WE TTTOtTittT OF \ 

IjES|(»N KtJK K F5..H4 VTHICJJ WAS EEAl’TlFOL Tt ^ UJOK AT. VVK TJifrt'OIIT i iF FiaO 
WIIK'JI WOITT-H IN tTy COMHINATION ANH IN ITysEl'AiUTK I'AETS WOUED yo.VIEIlUW 
rephesent the sriitiT of tite nation, the TrcAnmoN of the nation ttlat 
IHNETI SIN KIT AMU TltAlHTiaN Wlliril HAS OHOWN IH’ THlH tUHH rHurSANHS OF 
YEAKS IN ISniA. SO WE OMFISKO THIS FI.AC rBBHAI^ 1 A.V PARTIAf. KIT 1 Oil 
THINK Tff.VT IT IS A YEKA'UE-tlTlFlIE FI.AO TO l.tKtE AT TIHIELA' FilOilTHE 1*1 HNT 
OF VIEW OF AftTIFTtlV. lNf> IT HAS COMB TO SA MItOLlSE MANY OTHETI EEAf-TIFlM. 
THlNOlii, TlflN’aS OF THI-: SlNKIt, THINliS oK THE MlNr>, THAT tilVK YAIA'K TO THE 

TsnrvmrAT.'s uni .vkp to the nation's ufk. fou a nation ortEs not live 

MEtiREV KV MATERUE THINGS. ALTHOTOH THEY ARE HIOHLV IMTORTAN’l. It i. 

itn|H>Hnnt. iJiftl *»• fthoiiH lltip f;»)«I tJainj^n uf ih« wt.rlil, th" nMUfuiI iHtsf-uuBioii* uf tbn mjihl, 

that tmr poi^pfi- aliuiitil ham ihn i)«cniMwnfia uf Kfp. That l» uf Hic ntmeet iinjMrtoiifa. Nemoholpcn, 

.1 UNtiuu, wqu'cirtlly ft iutioii (Ba Imlift, ftitli an jattiu^jiuji-kl |ivM U inlitri.liiuiii ai*.,rbti 

thiiiftii nf TiHi‘ ftitlrlL H tiullft ha* pat twaii iflnalu and thm^ nl Hip spirit liorinn 

fhfiii'Oiaintnnda uf ywrs. wli«1 iratilil Ijidia huva Imkhi { It hu4 nun* tljruijiu;li h vury KKftt dOal of 
tuiwTv and i]j<^iiiliitii>b b Hia (wit, liul fiomi'luia *v«ii in lb* il*|ith* 'if dtijttuiLitiiMi^llip iiPaii uf Ijplia 
liiL« Imp*u Lftlil fjiglw thp ihiiupiit iif Imllii lut* iH^.■|l higlt mb ib* idiialt uf thiUn baa ho*ii higfu Bu wb 
tiarr RtTPr thnnigh ttw**- lirrminiiiuiift ag;(!7i and -wn siaini up indtiy in pr'imj tiuuikfulju<«j fur <iui 
fHLzt ujid area mare ho fui Oin fiitnia tbit la 1u cutna fvnr wluub ftn-* mu ttuiiitf U> wiprlt. |j b out 
tirtvtieua, of tiutm ftmubUd U) Puub f,hi» tTaiuition tti a partjrabir way, hi n wny ihnf wdJ 
ba tnmpntDliaippJ. 


*v 


apEKCH OF PT. yEHRl- 


I bwBii hv •itvIttR UiBi ii' I* my priviLiir* to I'" uriLsWKi to ihova ttik Rftsoiutinn , Knw, 

8if. may l afty n few wonla litiiiiit ilii* psTtinilnr Abb t It will ■**»'» t^>i. ihtitp in u (Jkltt vnriiUiou 
fniiu |L* oiw Bumy mI ua liitio iiMHl (iuriii:Lr llic past y«m Tlw* irtfu'irjc nn- tiin tt«niiit| a safTttsil, 
« wlLi*+' «ti«l itark (tTm*!.. Ill tltp wbilf iiiovioufly iLi-t'e wa* tlirtriiarkha wMflh tJio comiiion 

man 111 Irtilln, whifili BjuilMiliinrH wiiicli ayiuT-iJiwjd tlujir imlualry ind *WU mmn 

in lia ffuiu tliu whicli Mnlintmiii (•aivllii (Irlrn'ml, Knw, ttw pait|i-nlaj i’liifkliM 

1)A> tw«n aliiiblly vnrii-U in tliia not lukoii uirar *1 alt. Whv hiw fk« l'»i«n Tnriml ' Si.mnlly 
.[Malkin*:, th-s im nm- sida of thr Flttji I'«J ^liartly tI ji iwnii: «i* m iim oUicr wdu. Othef. 

WLS# IhpEc ta u Uijlipulty whirJi (fiwB uiiauiat tJhj rult?. Mow flii) t.*l(aifclui n* it [ifnviruwli' tui 

tljt* Fla^ri l»U Ih* Wiled iiu one aidi' ami tins spiiidfe ■}» tiid mliffn If Jon inm thu otlnif «tiT- of tbe 

FlJifr. BfindlF c<miea tie o*liw whv ; if U <l«Wa liof do h U i»oi p/oportiimatp, Wei . Hip wl.aiil tiiuist 

be townriia tie pol*., not towanl* Thn emi of Uie Flag. *rhfT» wn* ibu liimiiiiNil iHfli*‘nlty Tlo-iefort, 
nfu* ebhiiderabki tlioeigiit. wv w<i» of t'aitisii toiitinc'si ilmt itiu p^rauf Mymlioi wimii had etiiliiijiiHl 
jjupplp ftboiiltl nititiiitie ho I that H ahwild I'outiiiui' 111 n diffoTi'itt fotai; i lun the whud abunld 

li. llier.’. no! ihp ml of ttwf tTuirkhn, i^. the .|ini<ll.. .nd tlie Htrfrttf which oriwUd tlii. cmifUKtoii, thaL 
thr ■-iv'-iitini [Hin of the Chruklui dniaJj 1 m* thi'rr. tlmt i« llip Wli.d Mo iho old rnjihtimns rrmtinm* 
in Temnl th^ HinrlsU nuit the Uni wIlmI. tvpo of wlii-vl chuuh) we bavt? ' iH’Il MlNJfM 

WKXT HACK UtMANV WlIKI-:r,8«l.'T\t*TAUrA I'MF, FXMnuswum. wnnniTArp APPE 
AllEH r\ >TAN\- PLAt'K^ AND WllU'H ALL {>¥ US ISAVE SEEN. TlfK UNK AT TUK TOP 
t)F TfiK CAPIT'II I'ly the aj^OKaN C<jLUMN ANJ* in AIAN\ itrilKK PLAt I'*?' T1L\T 
WHEEL IS A PYMHOL OF iNUlA'S ANCIENT ttn.TURK . IT IM \ SYMBoL OF THE MANY 
TlIINPiM THAT INI>IA HAl> ST<U>D FOn TimoUOH T«F. \iiR< SO WE TUOI (IDT TH AT 
Tilts flLAEliA EilELEW SUiJl'Ll) iHl THKHE AND THAT WHEEL APPEAJta F><H MY 
PAHT I i^t ENCliElUXOLY IIAIMW THAT IN THIM SENSE INTtiRECTL^ tVK ILWTtI ASBO' 



ETOoIi Ft>H. 1 HtiPK ANfHtKl.lKVE, ESSENYLALLY TlIitOUtilloUTTHE AliEli. JNSlTTlt 
OP AUSlAliE'' IMI EJllKt>H> ANIi l>W11tADATIONS FROM llMETti ThU. SU!, JFINIHV 
K 0) NOT STOOD FOJl jUiMETHlNO Al-IRY liKEAT, I DO NOTTfllSK THAT INDIA I'ol^LH 
HAVE MI'HVIVEH AND CAMItlED tlN ITiS CULTniAr. TAfUiTTHtN.*# IN A MiHfK Ojt lA^'VS 
CONTINUOUS MaNNKK THUOth: THESE VAST AOIT CARRIED ON ITS CTir.Tl^ 
-RAL't'KADITH PN,NoT UNrUANHLVO. NftT ItlHllJiHUT AI.WAVSKKEPINO TTM ESSENCE. 
AliwAl'^ Art VlTtNi: nSELKTONKW IlEVEJ/iPAlJiNTA. TO NEW lXFLrKNCK.S Thni 
hJli^mOie Tnnlitmn fif iH'lin, -ilwnpi m 

livi! tu tit*' if'ud I Iliad!*' thel h: t«nivi*r|. ri.njntiiiiiw nwiniv. n. tin imd Hiinji*- ftlw. l‘Ll aiw jy* inn- 
m |,pr litiriTirt fnldir.’ AU nminn r nf nrw luU.mmiM. llinniph tlifffl«nd* «f vt'.in l-ii%e inlliifi,, e.l 
lit. w liik. w i. iiittiiiincMl then. bLn. fnf y-.-g will remmii W ThiIIm hfl- noE If-oip in ihn ymt 

I* Iblil litlle ii«n*)w iionoTry. dwbiiiiing ntJint ^-tiiitri.-. I'ldia M.iMgpdu.gt ih-lnui; nf hr r luiftnri' 

Uen will, atlieii eomiliiinE., hill tnw l^^n intmiiHiniwI m.i 1 ii- 

,eht«nei 0. Ut i.fT. eflmim. l-i- an.l rr-rdviiiU (An af mhi.r . (nnitri*-* in . v 


r’EAKJtA-mjl'AJ.l 

but liulk wu pDfflmh to retnum cmbodd^l on tlo fottaditioln <m wtik-b *tio w.. bulH, 
Itb^b fibfciujo*, many ch»ii««. L«, pU^. TL» of tadb, jj „a, 

u> t IS strong fotuidation. It t:onsI*i# «K> IH ttmszutg capacity to waiv«^ (o adniit wbitt it waots 
to adapt, not to tcjh’ 1 4«waiiw wmiUldiig i« outaide ita sco|ffi. hut to avtxpt aiul f«oetro wcrythuig. 
U v^ folly for any natioii or raw lo think that it can only to autj uiH from Iho test of the 

wortit. Ojh» a Dotioji or a su^ iiiink like that, it bwomm ngid, h befwniea UBipowuigi 

it growe hhokwaitU aiul dwara, b fiiol, if ImJia's hinorr cao ho tfucod, Iiulia's pedule vi ilway an 
Uiw when ft otW burwlf up into n ehiitl md refujhd to meiv* of to look ai the miuidu woilil 
bdta'a gnoMot periods an tboa* srh^ .ho ^tclu«l her luindato oihi^T* h far of oountrin. sent her 
cnoiaanto and aiiilm«»do«, Llt agonla and tunnhaiito |o lho« countries und noatvod «uba* 
And riniwrua from HbrmiH. 

Now Iteoauao I ha« mentioaif! the aan.e of Ajoba. T should llbi yon to think that the AiO'kan 
(•eiiotl to lodian hiBtotj wm eMontielly an mtanatioiuil poHod of Indiufi hiatoty. It not a narr¬ 
owly oatiotiaJ p«iod. |t iria a ]Jctiud wk'ii India’a ambo^dEira wMitahrtBid to far coiuttEim uud 
w«it ahmad aotk the w»y of an Efiipiiw and anianalisin but m amliaMiuiiir* of and tiultun 
und goodwill. 

TlIEREFOrtii, TUiS FLAIJ TH.4T I ffAVR TIIK HONOUR TO PtiK^BST TO YOU IS 
NOT, 1 HufE AND TRUfiT* A PEAU OF tDlPlKE. A FL.AO f>K IMPEBlMASit, A FLaO OP 
DOMINATION OVKK ANYBODY, BUT A FI*AQ OP PREEItoa NOT ONLY FOR 0UR3ELVKS, 
BUT A SYMBOL OF PKEEDOM FOB .ILL PEOPLE WHO MAY SEE IT. AttJ wliatw^rt it may 
••ud T hop# it wLEi gu far-^not ualy ■whefe Imliattt liwali n* oar ainbaaittilDrs and inifiiatvrs but 
acRwe the far aena whitn iti may hs eHrrkd by Indian ships, -wherevut it may go, it wai Tinag a meMuge 
of rtanTndeatuii, n meeifnpg that India a'anlti to las friend witl* oi'ery lu^untry of tim world and India 
wants to help any peopie who wck fr^i^doni, That hope wUl b* ihe of thi* Flag everwhere. 














SOJfE MORE REFERENCES TO THE FOUR ANIMALS 
SEE ^l*Vr^ P, 03. 


41. ASoknn LioD-CApit>al from Odnigiri showing tour animAls on tho 
aIhicilr. Ctinningliitm. Imcri^riwM of Jird'a, NXX; fig. 100. 

42. Ou Btiig^&toncs I'rom Patna ; ligs. 04. 00-9. 

43. From Amaravuti relief; see fig. ftfl, 

44. On a moon'atone, Nagarjunikonda; £mh> figs. 87, 101-4. 

<16, Vihn/tttn Ph/owi, ch. 75. 16-22; «ki atso my Vdmatia Ptim^. .4 
pp, 158-9, 

\VliitiO Qoddosa—Saraavati—SSttvika—Brnhma—Elephant (Niin- 
jara] — Brahmapa. 

Red Gwlde®—^Jaya-iri—Rajatia—Devarain and Ins son—Horse 

(Fdjrl—Kahatriya, 

YniJow Uoddeas—Lukabml—Trtiii&&ft- Sakra—Chariot — 

VaiSyjt 

Black Goddess—■privatlevi—Triguijatiaftka—DHnava—Tidyii- 
dliara—Bull (rrwf/ioAftn)—$i1dre. 

40. On a stele, Ceylon, see fig, flfi anil its description. 

47. On air t '-'ory Box from Expisa (mod. Bt^gram, Argaiiistnn), four 
Dohnals, vi«., lion, elephant, hoti.ed lion and horse. Hackin. T., 
Jitdierdm A Brff/am ( 1939), Vul. H. pi. LVUl. 

Vol. I (Text), pp. 87,95-0 (Figs. 178-80), 
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Fig. 10. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES 

1. AiukatL Lion-cApitut at Satnath- Manryitii period. 3id can. B.C. j 
sec pp, i-3 ^ 7,3-7 j. TIio CIialfTn ou the Nationat Fhig is the same 
as carviBtl on the drum. 

2. Bull between two Chakras on the round drum of tiic Lion-capital; 
ace p. 2. By coiirlaey of the Oir. Gen. of Arcliaeology. 

3. Lion bciwevD two Chakms on tlie round <lruin of the Lion .capita!: 
sec p. 2. By courtsey of the Dir. Oen. of Arc-tiaeology. 

Borse between two Chakras on the round drum of Bnfnath Capital £ 
aee p. 2. By coiirtsey of the same. 

Elephant between two Chakras on the round dram; soo p, 2. By 
courtscy of the same. 

a. ^ Tim l>ig Dhanno Chakra which topped the Lion-eapital, having 
thirtj-two spokes as rtnmnatrnctedi on the basis of eight fragments. 

b, Line drawing of the A&okan Pillar with it^ Hvo component parts 
incluiiing the ^ohd-Dharput Chakra as it was orlpinttUv conceived. 

7. Line drawing of fragments of the tiiu of the Chakra 

on the Lion-capita!; ace p. 2. 

8, jV^kan Lion Capital at BaaSrh-Bakhiru. Mauryan period, 
tt. Asokan Elephant Capital at; Saiikisn. 

t*K ,itj<akan Bull Capital from Raiiipuc^'a. 

A4okrtii Ijion C'rtpital at Lauria Nandangarh, 

AAokan Lion Capital from Itampurva. 

A^jkan Lion Capital at Saiudii j ace p, 8. 

Limi Capita! with Chakra on the top; Gupta periovl, Sanolii; see p, to. 
Pillar With the figtirfl of ataiiiiiug A’^ajeapupi BculhJaattvn on the Urp, 
Gupta period, SSnehi; Bee p. lo. 

liiou Capital from Udalgiri, now in the Gwalior Museum, Gupta 
period ; Bco p. J ]. 

17-lS, Pottery from KuHialioM'ing pilhirs with bulU-secured to them. 
i9a-s»«l>. Indus VuJIey acatings showing the unieom standing before the 
pillar. Circa 2500 D C. The lignrea illuatnite the association of 
ftjiimsls witfi religions pillare, crowned with capitals. 


11. 

12 . 

13 . 

14 . 

15 . 


I»ESCRIPTI0N OP PLATES 
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Pig, 21. Giakra'dhvaja PUbir bring worshipped; Bkarhut Stfipa, End cmt. 
BX,: flee p, 13, 

Fige,22-24. C'^irfl-toppwi pillare cnrviMi on the Gatewnye of the Sanchi fitiipa, 
being worsiiipped with garJunde and baimera; the piilara in hgnreo 22 
and 211 are installed in a railing ; see pp. 11*12. 

Figs. 23-26. VV orahip of Chakra -dh v»ja pi I lara aa depicted on t be Gate way a of the 
tiandil Btupa ; Fergtiason, Jrr^ And Wwship> pt. 42. 

Figa-ST-SO. Worabip of Oliakra-dltvaju ca-rved on the Gatewaya of the frarieUi 
Htfipa, Marshall. Afoiitnaea/a oj iktnchi, pi. IS. 27, 103. "flie prest'tiloe 
of the deer on figs, 27 & Tnarka it out aa the CAoJtro-topped pillars 
mftptred by the KaniStli niodrl; these have been referri'd to on page 
11-12 of tljo text, but those tbiit have been de&eribml from Marfdinll 
arc aotiially different from thoer' which arc illustraud, since the 
lattex are more appropriata. 

Fig. 30. Great Stfipa of Sane hi, showing CAoJl^it-topped »tnd Lion-topped 
pillars. Front face of the Kastem Gateway, Ala rahal l, t6id.j 
pi. 3fi-40. 

Pig.s.3!-32. (hakru-dhvajn pillars on railing uprights at Sarnrith. f^iuiga periisl, 
ahownng how tlio variona elumuntfi. specially thi) PurM^ghfit^t waa 
interpreted tiy the liurig.i artists from the protot^'po of the IJori-capital ; 
aof. p|t. 25'2fl. iJy rourtwey of the Dir. Gcti. of Ar<ih«eoh>g\*. 

Fig. 33. Chuknulhvrtja pillars within railings from a relief at Amanivatl. 

Fig. 34 Cliakra-dhvaja-toppffi pillar nnfch shaft concei^ned in five portions 

with riders anil plmUnx on the two Bidea; from AnuiravntL 

Fig. 35. Lion on die top of n pillar having a ftill V'ose {t*{irifa‘ghatu) us the base 
anil t4>|> of iho sliafl'; front Amiiravatl railing. 

Fig. 31). Worship of t he Chakra-dhvaja installed at the back of the Ihione of 
the Buddha at Siarnath : fmm Amaravatt, 

Fig. 37. Chakm-dhvaja installed on the back of Buddha’s tlmnie. Frorn 
Nagarjmiikonda. By mlsiake writts'u as Chcld^maha ou printed 
plate. 

Fig«.33-3tK Clinkra-clhvaja on the top of aniinal Capitals ^ from .AfnthiiTft: early 
Kuahuna periotl. tieem- teforrnd to os fig. 33 from Gie Abithura 
Museum Catalogue is not included. 

Fig 40, CliakrU'dhvaja installed in a aiirino from a railing at Bodhgaya. 


OKAKHA-DHViUA 
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41 , W orvliip of tho Ofifikta at Bhiirhut as <lo]U(;tc!(l oo fcho Ptuaeiiajit pillar i 
Cinuuiigham, 6 ^ujm of BkarlwU, pi. 13; oc& p, 13, (By kjoortosy of the 
Dir. iTen. of Arcbaeoiog^’J, 

l^g. 42. Chtknt worship Ptotu Bharhuc ; Cumiingham, iWd., p|. 31 ; aeti p, 13, 

ilg, 43, Woraliip «f thu Dhmtut Ohokra in the Deer Park of SSrimtlu dbepieted 
on tho gateway of the .Stfipii; sea £i. 13, 

Fig8.44-40, ^ Scenes depicting the oitlt of Dhurm» Chaim worship from the 
Sanehi Gratewaya; aeo p. 13. 

Ftg. 47. Worship of D/inrmo Chakra, Ftoiii Anwravati Stnpa. (By coiirteay 
of the Dir. Gen, of Aichaeologyh 

Fig. 48. Worship of tho Dharmir Chakm Pilhir helund liuddlm'a Throne at 
NugariunUcomla. (By t-outtjsoy of the Dir. (ion. of Archaeology). 

Figa.49-50. Different forms of Chakra an tnmvni Itulian f'oiiw. 

Fig. 51. A. Ohakra on the pedestal of a Btiddha imup H, Mathurfi. 

Fig. 61, B. Chakra on the pedestal of a Jains image. Msthuriv, about Ist cent. 
A-D, 

Fig. 52. Chakra-patta or Tablet of Roniage carved wit.h a W'litel, Mathura, 
about let cent. A.D.; see p. 14, 

Fig. 53. Swisfika-patla, Tablet of Homage carved with jt Svasiika, Mathura, 
From lbs daiiia Kahkiill Tflh at ilwthnra. About list cent. A.D.; see 
p. 14. 

Fig. 54. Chakra-dlivaja and Chalcrft-vikniTnH coins of iljumdragupta Vikramii* 
ditya, circa 400. A.U.; sec p. ^7^ wlier» ptate number ia wrongly 
given aa 57. 

Fig. 55. W heel on the solar ehariot at Kimark. t3th eouturs’. 

Fig. 55. Qarnda-diivaju pillar at HeimagJir, Snnga imricMh see p. 18. 

Fig. 57. Repliea of the Amaravati ^thpa shuwiiig the religious piJlant known 
as Ay/tka Kambka ; 3rd eOut. A.D.; see p. 20. 

Fig. 58. Pillar with Uon-capital in front of the Chaitya IIull 

at Karli* I mc p. 18. 

Fig. 5U. IMlIftr with aninml capital inside the eimrcli Iml) at Bmhia ; m-a p, 18, 

Fig. 00, Pillar with Sri-Lakshmi on i.be Capital in Kanheri cliuruh hall; see 
p. IS, 

Fig. Cl. Tfipa or sacrificial pillar from iMnthuru; sea p. 17, 

Fig. 02. Piirm-iflfo^ with overflowing lotus flowers supporting a Gnjii^Dilcshmi, 
Bhorhut; sea p, 2C. 



DESCRIPTION OF PLATES 
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Fig* 03* Pfinia^gfufia with overflowing Sauclu ; flee p. 20. 

Fig. 04. with ttoweru iiiid convent ioniiliiseJ foliage; ADinravatl; 

(Hte p. 20, 

Fig. tifi, Pnrna-{fhat(f with a decorative basement, n girdle of flower garlimd 
ajid witli overflowing lotuflcs on the top; see p- 20. 

Fig. 66. Pftrm-ffhala from Kapisii. AfgniiUtau ; see p. 26- 
F%. 07. from Mathtirasee p. 26. 

Fig. 68. Fiinfa-tjJmltt witii lotus scroll from Ceylon l se* p* 26. 

Pig, 60. Pflrtw-ffAnffl acconiteil wtHi a garlftiid and lotuses, from Ja^>n; we 

p. 20, 

Fig. 70. Four ftniiTtals on n prism, Tndtis Valley ( fleo p. 31. 

Fig. 71. A comprutito animal with several heads. Ulohonio-diiro; sec p. 3t, 
Fig. 72. Four animals on the Fa^upati sesl. Mohenjo-daro; aeo p. 30, 

Fig- 73. A conjposite figure with ticvcral nnimal licads, Mohenjo-daro- 
Fig. 74. Four animals on s seal, Indus Valley. 

Figit.75-78. Four animals separately depicted on Indus Valley' seals; see p. 31. 
Fig, 70. a-d. Four animals depicted on «)ppm tabhfts from Ifohenjo-daro; 

$04* p. SI. 

FigS.80-83. Four nnimals *ieifarati-ly rm auvicut eoiin^. after Fmichor; boo u. 33. 
Fig. 84. Kinphant, Hull, Horae ami Limi. lour animals on « ring-stone, Poti.a. 
Fig. 85. Four aiiiimilH ou Siruitli Lion-rnpitol. 

Fig 80 Four tuiimals on a tclier from Aiuaravati. 

Fig! 87^ Four animaU on a uuH)ii*Htone from Nagarinnikomla. 

Fi« 88 Four animals on a iwoon-atoue from AduradliHpur, Ceylon ; see, p. 35. 
rm Ohitndfn-ma or moon-stoiie Irom Anuradbapur. Ccytoo : see p.35. 

Fk. 113* *A steatite pb<iae showing four adiimla from Akra. now m Imlmn 
^ .Musenni, Calcutta (By courtesy: Suporiutemiont, !ml. Museum); 


Fig. 94- 
Fig. 95. 


Fig. 96. 


sec p. 35. . , . , , 

Four aulmab and four Chaims on a UaiastLaiu puiiitiiig, ISth century. 

now in the National MuBPum, New Delhi; wv p. 35. 

Four animals around a Uua flower or Sun symlnfl. siuhroidmed on a 
Kftutha cloth from fhutgol. 16tL cout.; see p. 37.8- (By epurteay; 
Bai KdsiiimdaB, Bharat Jvala Bhavan, B.H.U.J. 

Pillar showing four suimals in the clmeicfll art of Ceylon. Stele by tho 
northern Vuhalka.la at Katit.aka Chetiyu, Mihiutale, Ceylou; see 
Devendra, CUtsaiml Sinhalese Scvlj^tm fig. 1). 


CHAKBA-DfBTAJA 
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Fig* &7. CliakravartJSov»mgti withhu fwven jevelft From u rollernt AnnirftvAti; 
sea p. 46-7* 

yig, 08 . Ring-fltotw with a coticeutTic band (if six ttninitij liguFes froin Miirta- 
P&faltpittrA, now in Tuina Mitsiium* By courtesy ; CurAior^ 
Patna MuHeurti. 

Fig* 00. Ring-ctonc with a hand of racing animalfl on a ring-stone from ATiirta- 
xigan], Patmi. 

Fig.lOO. Lion CapifcaT nhowtug four animola on tlw uhacua, fruiu UdaiglrL 
After Cuuninghiim, InstrijitioM of Aiofia, pt, 3u. 

Figa,101-104. Four aniffiaTa, vi«.,cJ<fplmat, hull, liorw and Ibn. on a lufjoij-iitoii* 
at Xagurjunikondn, sliowlug tho vigoroua rendering of the four 
aniniaia of the Sarnath Lion-capitaj in a more artistic Hetting* 
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fig. t-Lion CapitaK Samaih 




Fig. 2-*BuM on the abacus of Satnath Capital 



Fig. 3-Lton on the abacus of Safnath Capital 






Fig. 4-Horse on the abjicus of Sarnath Capital 


Fig. 5-Elcphant on the abaeus of Samath Capita) 



Fig. 6 b-Reconstructed Asokan 
Filiar at Sarnarh 



Fig. 6a-Reconstructed Mahl'Chakra 
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Fig, i} £1cxiliiU)t Capita], tSunLdku-t Maurjui Period 














































Fiji, 10 Bull r^irpitnJ^ Itampun'J*, MAiij-yun Feriod 






































Fig. tl LkiL . tJSeipiiai, Luuna ^iihiTELUj^]^^ Mh^yn Pirioil 
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Kig. 12 Liou Chpitot. ttatapmfvj), Mamyt) l^oriud 

































Fig. 13 Uvu SnurW, iliuryaji Ptiriod 































Ff)?p H L\on Fitt. !sl Sarkulii, 

(JiipNi iVrtofl riuptu r^L'tljdil 
































































Fi(t 10 Lull) UiMpiri- Ou^ibl Fdjku) 

































Fif. I9fi 


Fig. J 94 


?ig. 20 h 


Fig. 17 Oil Tott«>v KtiUi 




!j2 A 


Fig. 1» m Tuuiiy, Kii/fj 


Fig. lilU 


PULir mi Ia4w Viilli^y 9(inU 






































































Fig Fig. 'ii t-V 

ClioJtrn topi'ifd rillsR curved oti fJuncbi Oattfivavd 

































































































^ -^0 ifig. sn 

Wnfsbrp uf ('Imkni4]hva]a^ on Biioohi (,Urew*jfi 



























































































Fig. 30-Giiieway of the Great Stupa, Satichi 













PI. I 


Fig. 3J 


Chsd(fadlivja on Saniiub Railing PtUara 


Fig. 32 





















Wotfiliip uf CliJtkffl/lhTiiji. imrvpfl uii ^^juunki Ontew^y 



































































































Fig. as 

CiiikriidlivajA Stvm 
relkf 



Fig. ai 
CLuti^lhrijii wotaJiip I'loiti 
Aniamvalp ri!li^ 




Fit. 3fi 

Jjjcu CttpitflJ fiozd 
Afnninviti relief 


































































































Fig. 38 

ChakradJivaJfl relief 


from Mathura 



Fig. 37 

Chakramaha and 
Chudimaha, 
Nagarjunikonda 



Fig. 39. 

Chakradhvaja relief 
from Mathura 

















4 {''Worship of the Chakra, fiharhui 

















Tig, tlA AVnndiijj uf CJuikntdbvjiJa, Aniwiivatl 















' J : r%ir~ r?'"' 


t'’'iH^i,40 

CluiknillivsjA, BtKllt^}'^ 


t'lg. t2 

Cbiikrd Worahip, SiiajLut 


' I ^ jU , 


Fig, Chakra Wor8!ii}i, ><iitictii 



































































Fig. H 


Fig. C5 


Fig. Ill 


Q , Fifi, Iflft 

»»»- „„i,, „r ctata «v„i,ip f™, „ii,„„ „f 
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Pig. ID CJwkro oij aufiiBjil ItuiUo CJoiiw 




Fig. 50 Cbttkn od oofiwnt Indian Coijia 



« « 

Fig. 51 Caiaknt m JhIda bUiI Butidliwl hnage TcditAtiils. Maihtutt 






Fig. 47-Cha.kra Worship, Amarav^ti 









PL iV 



Fig. 48-CK9krit Worship, N^tgariunikonda 
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Fig. 55-Whecl from Sun-Charioit Ktmarak 
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Skuic Yuphi ih^m Unlliim 


Fig. i5& Piiliif ji3 BffllitiA 
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Fig. (58 ror^fiighu^, Ct'vlcm 



Fig, fij PnnjHg1i.rtt*j )tathoni 
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Fig. Ho F<*«r Aicnnk, ijidju ViJk/ 
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Kig. 77 




Fig. 78 

Four Animtttyon Inclui V8ll^}rSMtiK 
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Fut. 7H 

Fwr Animal* on IruUia Valley Copper Tnhlrta 







































Jnr. Sii 



Fiir. at Fi;^. 

Ftmr mi niifiicnt ooii^ 



Fig. 8S 




Fig- iH Fiiur Atiiinnh mi » fliiyi-itDTte 




aTv FoitT AriimiiU Cupit^l 
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Fij^. a? Four Animnb on ft fuf>niiJ9Eoinj from Sftgiifjuriikonila 
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Fif. 4] CliAiit!i&$lU, Jftitndlupv, C«7bii 
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V%^- >3 OkHctraldi, AnurKlJiMp^r. Cr^lop. 

















07 CUalfinvttnl Pmtfll, Araftraviti 






















































Fig. 93-A ^Itowing four »njnutb. From Akrsi 








Fig'> 95-Fotii Animals on A Kantha Cloth, in Bharat Kala Bhavan, 19th Ccintiiry 
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Fig. Di ftaJ«5Lbiiiii Pointing 
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Oft Ruig-^umif 


Fig^ DO Mihintaltf, Ci^lon 
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Fig. KH-Lion on a Moon-st»nL% Naeatjunikoiida 
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